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EASTER-SUNDAY.. 
On the reſurrection of our Lord. Be FU 
S firſt, how the foul of our Saviour, 


immediately after his death, deſcends into tlie 
lower parts of the earth, to viſit and comſort the. ſpirits ©" x 


of the juſt, to 3 them from their long confine-  _ 


ment, and to 3 
a paradiſe of delights 


eir priſon, by his preſence, .into 


O how happy, how joyful a day 


was this to all the patriarchs and prophets; when they 8 


were firſt bleſſed with the ſight of him, for whom they 
had longed for ſo many ages! How glorious. was tlie 
fight, of his triumph over all the powers of darkneſs; of 
bis breaking down the ſtrong holds of hell; and giving 

a plenary indulgence to as many ſouls as were capable 
of it, by their having died in the true faith, and in the 
ſtate of grace. In the mean time whilſt the ſoul of gur 
Lord is exerciſing this charity, the blind malice of hig 


enemies ſuggeſts to them, to make faſt his ſepulchre, 


% 


and to guar 


Vol. II. 


it with ſoldiers ; under pretence of pre- BY 
venting his diſciples from ſtealing away his body, ank 
then publiſhing that he was =_ from the dead. ' But 
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2 | MEDITATIONS FOR 


O Ohow vain are all the projects of men againft the de- 
crees of God! All this induſtry of theirs only ſerves to 
put the reſurrection of our Lord out of all diſpute; by 
rendering it abſolutely impoſſible for his diſciples (had 
their terrors and troubles allowed them ſo much as the 
firſt thought of ſuch an unheard of enterprize) to ſteal 
hin-awayy though they had ever, ſo great a deſire of it. 
So true is that of the wiſe man, Prov. xxi. 90. There is 
no wiſdom, there is no prudence, there is no counſel againſt 
the Lord. 

Conſider edly, how early. in the morning, on Eaſter 
Sunday, being the third day, the day appointed for our 
Lord's reſurrection, his ſoul returns in triumph from the 
regions below, and entering into his ſacred;hody, im- 
parts to it a new and immortal life; and inſtead of the 
winding ſheet, in which. it had been wrapt up, cloaths 

it now with all the glorious qualities, decreed for the 
bodies of the ſaints, in a.ſuper-eminent degree: and ſo 
brings it forth without reſiſtance, through the monu- 
ment (though hewed out of a roek; aud cloſe covered 
with a very great ſtone, faſtened down with irons) un- 
ee e. by the guards, who were not worthy to ſee: 

nim, in this glorious:ſtate. Vet, that they, and all the. 
world, might know that he was riſen indeed; they felt 
a great earthquake; and an Angel, viſibly deſcending 
from heaven, removed-the ſtone, that covered the en- 
trance of the monument, and fat down upon it, The 
ſyrht of this bright meſſenger of heaven carried with it 
ſuch a terror, that the guards became like men dead; 
and as ſoon as they were- able to recover themſelves, 
ran away into the SY: publiſhing the wonders they 
had ſeen; till the chief prieſts and elders ftopped their 
- -mouths with a large ſum of money. Rejoice thou my 
ſoul, to ſee thy Saviour thus victorious over all his ene- 
mies: and learn from this great example, to bear up 
with courage under all thou mayeſt have to ſuffer from 
the wickedneſs of men; truſting in God, that be will 

one day turn all theſe thy ſuſſerings to thy greater 


So 5 | i bh Conſider - 
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Conſider gdly thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, which are 
applied by the chureh, in the office uf this day, to the 
reſurrection of our Lord. This ts the day which the 
Lord hath made: let us be glad, and rejoice Herein, Pl. oxuii. 
Yes, chriſtian ſouls, if you have taken part in the ſuffer- 
ings of your Redeemer, by the affections of compaſſion 
and grief, at the ſight of all the outrages, and torments 
he endured, in the courſe of his paſſion; it is juſt you - 
ſhould rgoice now the ſcene is changed, at the fight of 
his being riſen from the dead, victorious over death and 
hell; and his being now entered upon a new and ever- 
laſting life: ſo that he can die now no more, nor ſuffer 
any more. Rejoice then with a holy joy, in the 
Lord: and join with the church on this day in -her*re- 
pun Alletaias: beeauſe your beſt friend, your 4rue 
lover, your dear father, your king, your Lord and God, 
is riſen again: and this is the day of his triumphs he 
is now out of all reach of his enemies; and ſhall live 
and reign glorious for evermore. But ſee, my ſoul, 
whether thou art in proper diſpoſitions, to celebrate 
with tllis holy joy, the reſurrection of thy Lord? Haſt 
thou endeavoured to die with him, in order to riſe again 
with him? Haſt thou put off the · old man and hisdeeds? 
alt thou crucified the fleſh and its luſts ? Or does nut 
ſtill live and. reign in thee? If ſo; how melancheh, 
a reflection 1 to think that this monſter, for 
the deſtruction of which Chriſt died, ſhould ſtill keep 
thee under ſlavery, ſtruggling with the worſt of deaths, 
whilſt thou mods rating the feſtival of thy Saviqur's - 
ziſing to a new and immortal liſde2e 
ſhare in the 


Conclude, if thou deſireſt to have a 

triumphs of thy Redeemer, to imitate his death, by dy- 
ing to thy fins; that ſo thou mayeſt alſo imitate his re- 
ſurretion; and walk henceforward in the newneſs 
of life, after the great model, given to thee by Jeſus 
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ns MEDITATIONS FOR 


EASTER-MONDAY. 
On the lefſons we are to learn from the reſurrection of Je- 


[us CAriſl. 


ONSIDER firſt, that according to the doctrine 
of the apoſtle,” Rom. iv. 25. Chriſt was delivered 
up to death for our fins: and roſe again for our juſtifi- 
cation: inaſmuch as his riſing again from the dead, was 
deſigned to be the model of our reſurrection, from the 
death of fin tothe life of grace. But in what muſt our 

reſurrection imitate that of Jeſus Chriſt? Firſt we muſt 
imitate him, by riſing ver) and indeed; that is, truly 
and really; and not in appearance only. Alas! how 
many, at this time of Eafter, pretend to riſe again with 


Chriſt, by going to confeſſion and communion, accord- 


ing to the cuſtom of Chriſtians. at this ſeaſon :. and yet 


after all, — deceive themſelves, and impoſe 2 


others, with falſe appearances of life: and never riſe in 
effett? Becauſe they do this great work but by halves: 
their heart is not changed: they do not effectually re- 
nounce their ſins: their pretended reſurrection is but an 
empty hay phantom: they are ſtill dead in their - fins. 
See, my ſoul, that this be never thy caſe. Ah! what 
will it avail thee, to deceive thyſelf and thy confeſſor, 
with theſe treacherous appearances of afalſe life, which 
eat: only ſerve to plunge thee deeper into the worſt of 
deaths ! ; ; 5 
Conãder adly, that when Chriſt roſe again from the 
clead, he preſently quitted his monument, he left his 
winding ſheet behind him; and retained nothing at all 
of death: and from that time he had little converſation 
with mortals; but only with his heavenly Father: to 


teach us, that if we would riſe with him to the purpoſe, 


we muſt alſo quit our winding ſheets, and monuments, 
and all the appurtenances of death; by renouncing bad 
company, and the dangerous occaſions of ſin; by keep- 


ing our paſſions under; and by breaking the force of all 
former bad habits; till no ſymptoms of death remain in 


us. But then, in order to walk in this newneſs of lite, 
| 5 we 
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we muſt aim as much as we can to walk with God, by 
an inward ſolitude, and a recollettion of ſpirit: and to 
have our converſation in heaven, by frequent and fer- 
vent prayer. Give ear to the apoſtle, Coloſ. iii. / you 
be riſen uuth Chraft, ſeek the things that are above, where 
Chnift is fitting at the right From, of God; mind the things 
that are above; not the things that are upon earth. For 
you are dead; and your liſe is hid with Chriſt in God. 
IWhen Chriſt ſhall appear, who is your life; then ſhall you 
alſo appear with him in glory. O that we always pol- 
ſeſſed theſe ſentiments! O that we could die to all 
things elſe, that we might truly live in God, with Chriſt, 
and through Chrift. | 55 
Conſider gdly, that Chriſt riſing agarn from the dead, 
dieth now no more, death ſhall no more have dominton over 
him: Rom. vi. 9. So that, if we would imitate his re- 
ſurrection, we mnſt alſo riſe in ſuch manner from the 
death'of ſin, as to die no more, by returning again _ 
more to our fins: but to reckon ono henceforward, 
to be dead to fin, but alive to God, in Chrift Feſus our Lord, 
v. 11. This then is the great leſſon we muſt learn from 
the reſurrection of Chriſt: we muſt rife with him, ſo as 
to continue for ever to live with him; and to return no 
more to the dominion of death. Ah! Chriſtians, if you 
be nov riſen indeed, from the death of fin, to the life of 
. ; dread a ſecond death, by relapſing into mortal 
in, above all other evils, that can poſſibly befal you. O 
remember, that if the devil, who has been now caſt out 
of your ſoul, ſhould take poſſeſſion of you once more, 
by a relapſe, he would bring with him ſeven other ſpirits 
more withed than * and your laſt ftate would be 
2 than the firſt. St. Matt. x11. 43. 
onclude with a hearty reſolution of imitating, in all 
theſe particulars, the reſurrection of our Lord. But 
eſpecially take your precautions againſt returning any 
more to the death of fin, after riſing with Chriſt to a 
new life. To prevent ſo great an evil, be dihgent in 
all your religious duties; be conſtant and fervent in 
prayer; flee all dangerous occaſions; and keep up in 
your ſoul a perpetual horror for that helliſh wy 
in, 
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in. O! beg of God daily and hourly, that you may 
rather die a thouſand deaths, than once conſent to 
deadly ſin. | 


| EASTER-TUESDAY. 
On our Lord's ſhewing himſelf to his diſciples after his 
reſurrection. 


CONSIDER firſt, the haſte that our Lord made to 

comfort his bleſſed mother and his afflicted diſciples, 
by manifeſting himſelf to them immediately after his 
reſurrection. As to his bleſſed mother, though the 
goſpel is ſilent, we cannot doubt, but ſhe was favoured 
with an early wiſit; that as ſhe loved him moſt, and par- 
took more than any other in the ſorrows of his paſhon, 


ſo ſhe might alſo in the joy of his reſurrettion. Learn 


my ſoul from hence, that the way for thee alſo to expe- 
rience ſomething of the viſits and comforts of heaven, 
is to ſuffer, and to love. The goodwomen, that went 
early in the morning to the monument, with their ſweet 
Tpices and ointments, to perfume the body of our Lord, 
were hkewife favaured, firſt with a viſion of Ange, 
and then with the ſight of Chriſt himſelf: to teach us 


that the arue way to find Chriſt, is to riſe early to ſeek. 


bim; — him, with the ar | 
thumess of ardent defires and devout affections: and 0 


perſevere in the ſearch, Without being diſcouraged with 


apprehenſions of difficulties, and oppoſitions. Theſe 
holy women were concerned, who fhould roll away the 
None for them from the monument, that they might 
come at the body of our Lord, for it was exceed: 
great: but lo when they came to the place, they foun 
the flone was rolled away to their hands: to teach us, 
that if we continue — * in our good reſolutiom, 
God will remove thoſe difficulties we apprehend, or 
enable us by his grace to overcome them. . 

Conſider 2dly, the favour our Lord was pleafed to 
Hew to 3 ſinners, at his reſurrection, by ho. 
nouring 


agdalene amongſt women, and Peter amongſt 


men, with his firſt viſus. Magdalene, from the ** 
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of her converſion, had conſtantly adhered to our Lord: 
ſhe followed him even to the croſs; ſhe attended on him 
there till he gave up the ghoſt; ſhe ſaw his body laid in 
the monument; and after the repoſe of the Sabbath 
day, ſhe was up before light, and was the firſt at the 
monument with her perfumes: when ſhe found him 
not, ſhe ran to the apoſtles, to tell them the body was 
taken away. Peter and John ran to the monument; . 
and ſinding there the linen cloths without the body, 
went their way home again: but Magdalene ſtaid, and 
continued her ſearch, weeping and lamenting, that 
{he could not find him whom her ſoul loved; till at 
length ſhe ſaw his heavenly meffengers, and ſhortly after 
himſelf in perſon: and was ſent by him as an apoſtle, 
to carry to the apoſtles themſelves, thejoyful tidings of 
his reſurrection. O happy tears of love? O happy 
egen mags; O lee my ſoul thou ſeek thy Lord in the 
ike manner, and thou wilt infallibly find him. 

Conſider gdly, that Peter, who Gm the time of his- 
fall, had been contmually weeping and bitterly bewail- 
ing his ſins, was the firſ of the apoſtles” that was fa- 
voured with the ſight of our Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 5. and 
Luke xxiv. g4; At the firſt news, brought by Magda- 
lene, of our Savibur's body being miſſing, he took the 
alarm, and ran to the monument; and not finding the 
body there, went home, believing it had been taken 
away. But our Lord was pleaſed to remove this error, 
by manifeſting himſelf to him; and ſhewing him that 
body alive, which he had ſought among the dead. 
what ſentiments of confuſion, and repentance, for his 
having denied this Lord of Glory, mixed with a holy 
joy, at the ſight of his being now riſen from the dead, 
filled the ſoul of this apoſtle, upon this occaſion! O how 
did he caſt himſelf at the feet of his Lord, and there 
confeſs his crime: and how lovingly was he received 
to mercy, and favoured upon the ſpot with a plenary. 5 
indulgence and abſolution! And not only that, but to — 
ſhew the unſpeakable bounty of our Lord to n 

+ 


| ſinners; a little while after, when our Lord manifeſt 
himſelf to him again, St. John xxi; he was 1 
. : : advance 
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advance him to the ſupreme paſtoral charge over all his 
flock, by committing to him all his lambs, and all his 
ſheep; and to promiſe him the glory of following hin, 
even to the dying upon a croſs, for him: all in conſe- 
quence of that * ardent love: of which he three 
times required a profeſſion of him, (Loveſt thou me more 
than the/e?) as it were in oppoſition to his three denials, 
Conclude, whatever thy caſe may be, and however 
thou mayeſt have denied thy Saviour, by word or deed, 
to return now to him by repentance and love; and if 
thy ins be as red as 1 ſhall be made as white as 
hom, Iſai. i. 18. 

miſſion of ſins, and to all other good. 


3 EASTER-WEDNESDAY. 
On our Lord's ſhewing ay A to the Diſciples going to 
E Emmaus, Lake xx1v., * 


CONSIDER firſt, how two of ick, going 
from Jeruſalem to a neighbouring ten called Em- 
maus, on the very day of our Lord's reſurrection, while 
they were diſcourſing together in the Way, and making 
him the ſubject of their converſatioꝶ, Were alſo favour- 
ed with his preſence; yet in ſuch A t as not to 
know him. He overtook them in the Way, and joined 
their company; and, after upbraiding them with their 
ſlowneſs of belief, explained to them the ſcriptures, 
that related to his paſſion and reſurrection; and en- 
kindled in their hearts the fire of devotion. See, 
Chriſtians, the great advantage of pious converfation; 
ſuch eſpecially as has Chriſt for its ſubjeft:; it even 
draws him down from heaven into our company. We 
may, in ſome meaſure, apply to it what our Lord ſays, 


St. Matt. xviii. 20. Where there are two or three gathered 


2 erg in my name, there am I in the midſl of them. 

hat a pity then there ſhould be generally ſo. little of 
God in the converſation of Chriſtians! Alas, how can 
this forgetfulneſs of God be reconciled with our loving 
him? We naturally delight to ſpeak of what we love: 
for from the abundance of the heart the mouth fpeaketh :; 
Sat ah how 
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ve is the ſhorteſt way to the re- 
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how theh can we flatter ourſelves that the lovs of God 


is the maſter of our hearts, when we ſo ſeldom care to 
n of him. Surely this is not the way to engage 


hriſt to be in our company. 

Conſider 2dly, that our Lord was not known at firſt 
by theſe diſciples, becauſe their faith in him was weab 
and imperfect. See, my ſoul, if the weakneſs of th 
faith be not alſo the reaſon, - why he does not manif 
himſelf to thee, ſo as to let thee know him indeed, as 


tke Saints have done. St. Gregory takes notice that - 


theſe diſciples, were not enlightened, ſo as to know 


* Chriſt, whilſt = only heard his words: but were 


quickly enlightened, in the fulfilling his commandments, 
by the exerciſe of hoſpitality and charity; to teack us, 
that the way to come at the knowledge of God, and. of 
thoſe truths, which as yet we are ignorant of, is to prac- 
tiſe, to the beſt of our power, what we know already of 
hig heawgaly will. Theſe diſciples knew our Lord in the 
break bread: to teach us, that there is no better 
way to Tome at the perfection of the knowledge and 
love of God, than a worthy participation of the bread 
of life in the bleſſed euchariſt. DES 


Conſjder gdly, how theſe diſciples took notice, that 


ther heart. was burning within them; whilſt they were 
in the companyſof our Lord, and enjoyed his heavenly 


converſation, St. Luke xxiv. 32. My foul, doſt thou 


deſire to experience ſomething of thele ſacred flames? 
Seek them in the company and converſation of Chriſt. 
Alas! the reaſon why thou art ſo lukewarm, or rather 


downright cold, in thy devotions, is the continual diſſr. 


pation of thy a at othertimes. and a habit of in- 


dulging vain amuſements, which fill thy inward houſe 
with ſuch diſagreeable company, as keep Chriſt away 


from thee, and rob thee of his {ſweet converſation. 

how happy mightſt thou be, if, a baniſhing all theſe 
impertinencies, by a ſpirit of recoliettion, thou wouldfi 
endeavour to keep thylelf always cloſe to thy Saviour. 
and, like the ancient Saints, to walk with him! A dili- 


gence in this would make thee begin to enjoy à heaven 
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Conclude to ſtudy well theſe leſſons, which our Lord 


deſires we ſhould learn from his mani feſtation of him- 
ſelf, aſter his reſurrection. But eſpecially learn to ſeek 
always the happineſs of his company and converſation, 
in thy own intexiour: there is the ſchool of diving 
love, — . 


|  Fasrer-THURSDAY. 
On our Lord's mamfeſting himleclf to all the Apoſiles, 


Luke xxiv, John xx. 
(CONSIDER firſt, how, on the evening of the 
— ſame day of our Lord's reſurrection, when the 
doors were ſhut, where the diſciples were gathered to- 

gether, for fear of he N our Saviour came in, 
and ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſaid to them, Peace 
be to you: and then ſhewed them the wounds of his 
hands, of his feet, and of his ſide. Admire the quali- 
ties of his glorious body now riſen from the dead, 
which, like a ſpirit, paſſes through the doors, and is 
ſeen on a ſudden in the midſt of his difeiples; and yet 
ſhews itfelf to be true and palpable fleſh, by exhibiting 
thoſe facred wounds, to be felt hy their hands. See how 
on this occaſion, he at once both informs their faith, 
and enflames their love, by bearing about him theſe 
marks of his paſſion, the moſt convincing teſtimonies 
of his love. My ſoul, thou haſt this ſame glorious bo- 
dy, with all its endowments, in the bleſſed facrament ; 
and though thou neither ſeeſt it, nor feeleſt his wounds, 
with thy bodily ſenſes, thy faith aſſures thee that he is 
- there; and diſcovers to thy inward eye, both his whole 
paſſion endured for the love of thee, and the glory of 
his reſurrection. Let this ſuffice to enkindle the fire of 
his love in thy heart: do not defire to fee, or to feel, 
his wounds, like Thomas; nor to lodge thy hand in his 
fide, but thy heart. Hleſed are they that have not ſeen, 

and have belicved, John xx. 29. 
Conſider 2dly, how our Lord ſaid again to his dif. 
ciples: Peace be to you: as the Father hath ſent me, Ialſo 
And you Then breathing upon them, he ſaid; Receive 
| ” 


£VERY bar In THz Au. 1 
ye the Hol Ghoſt : whoſe fins you ſhall forgive, they are 
forgiven them; and whoſe ſins you ſhall retain, they are 
retained, See how ample this authority is, which he 
here imparts to his apoſtles, and to their lawful ſuccet- 
ſors; that is to the paſtors of his true church, deſcend- 
ing from the apoſtles: as his heavenly Father ſent him, 
even ſo he ſends them; furniſhed, as he was, with all 
ſpiritual power, and juriſdiction, for the rule of his 
church, and the diſpenſation of his word, and of ith 
Sacraments; and commiſſioned by him, as he was by 
his Father. Give thanks, my ſoul, to thy Saviour, for 
having left, for thy benefit, this ample power and com- 
miſſion with. the paſtors of his church; and furniſhed 
thee by this means with guides, divinely commiſhoned, 
and divinely aſſiſted; — given to them the keys, that 
they might open heaven to thee. See thou deſpiſe not 
the ordinance of God; nor proudly reſiſt his commiſ- 
fioners, to thy own condemnations | 
Conſider gdly, more in particular, the power of for- 
giving, or retaining fins, here imparted by our Lord to 
the lawful paſtors of his Catholick church. Meceve , 
the Holy Ghoſt: ſaid he, 7040 ns you ſhall forgive, t 


are forgiven to them: and whoſe fins you ſhall retain they 
| are — In theſe _ — * pleaſed to 
e communicate his divine Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, to his 
'S diſciples, and their ſucceflors; in order to make them 
- his delegates in the court of conſcience; to ſit as judges 
5 there, to take cognizance of all ſpiritual cauſes, and to 
. = ſentence, Either in favour of (Prater ſinners, to 
1g ooſe them from their ſins by abſolutions, or to bind 
© them, as the caſe ſhould require, by cenſures, penances, 
f or delay of abſolution. Give thanks for this ſacred in- 
f ſtitution, ſovereignly wholeſome to Chriſtian ſouls: in 
. which poor ſinners, who deſire to return to their God, 
8 may by applying to the delegates of Chriſt, have the ſen- 
y tence of eternal damnation, that ſtood againſt them, re- 


verſed ; and their abſolution, pronounced on earth, ra- 
8 tified in heaven; upon the ealy conditions of an hum- 
5 ble and ſecret confeſſion, joined with a hearty repen- 
o dance: and in conſequence of ſuch abſolution, may be 
n Bs again 
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again received, and admitted to the participation of *aff 
thoſe goods, from which their ſins had — 4" them. 
Conclude to adore, praiſe and give thanks to our 
Lord, ſor all thoſe bleſſings he brouglit with him, at his 
reſurrection; and not onhy imparied to his diſciples. 
then living; but entailed upon his church for ever. 
Particularly acknowledge, and embrace that laſt legacy, 
of his perpetual preſence with his church, which he be- 
queathed on the ſame oecaſion, in the three laſt verſes 
of the goſpel of St. Matthew, when he ſaid: A/, power 
” » 85 given ts me in heaven, and on earth. Go. ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, Cc. and behold I am with you aul 
days, even to the conſummation of the world. 


 FASTER-FRIDAY. 


On the peace of a Chriſtian. AIDS i 
CONSIDER firſt, that as our Saviour, the night be- 
58 fore his paſſion, bequeathed his prace to his diſci- 
ples, ſaying, St. John xiv. 27. Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give to you: So alſo after his reſurrettion, he 
three times wiſhed them his peace ſaying, Peace be to 
K St. John xx. But what kind of peace is this that 
be fo much-inculcates, and ſo earneſtly defires to impart 
to us? Notthe peace which the world pretends to give; 
Which is falſe and deceitful, like itſelf: they ſay peace, 
peace, and there is no peace, Ezek. xiv. 10. But the peace 
#f God which ſurpaſſeth all mw ra + Philip. 1v. 7. 
'A threefold peace; viz. a peace of the foul with God; 
'u Peace with every neighbour; and a peace with Ler- 
| ele Tt is both the duty, and the happinefs of a Chriſ- 
ian to maintain this triple peace. And firſt, whoſo. 
ever delires any degree of happineſs, either here, or 
hereafter, muſt take care to keep an inviclable peace 
with God, by ever fleeing wilful fin; which is at en- 
mity with God. For how can there be any good for 
them, that are at war with God? who hath ever reſiſted 
hum, and hath had peace? Job ix. 4. The ucked are lhe 


the raging ſea, which cannot reſt: ' and the wayes Ro 


a 
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caft up dirt and mare : there is no peace for the wicked: | 


faith the Lord God, Tai, Iviii. 20, 21. 


Conſider 2dly, that the Chriſtian cannot maintain 
his peace with God, if he does not alſo follow peace with 
all men, Heb. x11. 14. and, as much as lies in him, keep 

eace with all men, Rom. xii. 18, For as no man can 
— God, that does not love his neighbour, 1 St. John 
iv: ſo no man can be at peace with God, that breaks 


mo with his neighbour. It is then another branch, 


th of the duty, and of the happinels, of a. Chriſtian, 
to be at peace with every man; at leaſt as far as lies in 
in him, and in the unfeigned diſpoſition of his ſoul: to 
renounce all animoſity, and rancour; all diſco1d and 
contention; all maliceand envy; and whatſoever elle is 


oppoſite to fraternal charity; and to learn to bear, and 


to forbear; which are the two great means of keeping 
peace with our neighbours; when, on our parts, we 


forbear giving them any offence, or provocation, either 


by word, or deed; and, at the ſame time, bear with 

hriſtian meekneſs and charity, with all the offences or 
provocations we receive at their hands: and ſtrive to 
overcome them, by rendering good fox evil. O how 
amiable is this character of the peaceable Chriſtian! O 
how much happier is ſuch a ſoul, than onè that is al- 
ways at war, with one neighbour or another; and al- 
ways in a ſtorm at home, in his own interiour! 


Conſider gdly, that another neceſſary branch of the 


- Chriſtian's peace, is to be at peace within himſelf; by 


ſtriving to baniſh from his own interiour whatſoever 


may difturb the tranquillity of his foul, This inward 


peace, when it is perfect, is a certain foretaſte of hea- 
ven; it is a kind of a heaven upon earth. In ſuch 
ſouls God is pleaſed to dwell; of whom the royal 
_ lings, Þ/. Ixxv. that his place is in peace, and 
s abode in Sion. To come at this happy peace, (be- 
ſides taking care to keep peace with God, by a clean 
conſcience; and with every neighbour, by concord and 
charity) we muſt have our paſſions mortified ; our af- 
ſections well ordered and regulated; and our defires 
reſtrained ; we muſt baniſh all hurry, and over eager- 
88 By .. mow 
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"neſs, all ſadneſs and melancholy; all ſcrupulous fearg, 


anxious cares, and uneaſineſs about the things of the 
world: and, above all things, and in all things, we mult 
conform ourſelves to the holy will of God. Prattiſe 
theſe leſſons, my ſoul, and thou wilt be at peace: at 
leaſt as far as the condition of thy mortal pilgrimage 
will allow of. | | 
Conclude ever to aim at this threefold pins with 
thy God, with thy neighbour, and with thyſelf : pray 
daily for it; end whatſoever fear, aſſection, or deſire, 
or any other thing whatſoever, offers to diſturb me 
heart, ſhut the door againſt it, as an enemy, as a me 


Tenger of Satan, who comes to rob thee of thy treaſure, 
the peace of thy ſoul. 


EASTER-SATURDAY. 


| On perſeverance in good. 8 
{OLDER firſt, that every Chriſtian ought, at 
this time, purſuant to the precept of the church 
of God, to haye made his peace with God, and to have 
ſigned and ſealed it with a worthy communion. So. 
that it is the buſineſs of every Chriſtian, now at lea$, 
to begin a new life; and to walk henceſorward, in the 
newneſs of life, even to the end. Pe thou faithful un- 
til death; and I will give thee the crown of life, ſaich 
our Lord, Apoc. it. 10. Alas! what will it avail us to 
have made a good beginning at this time; if, after hav- 
ing been enlightened, and having taſted the heavenly gift, 
end been made partakers 7 the Holy Ghoſt, &c. Heb. vi. 
4. we ſhould quickly fall au ay, and return to our for. 
mer darkneſs, and to the huſks of ſwine, under the fla- 
very of Satan? Would not our latter condition become 
worſe than the former? That this may never be our 
caſe, we mult conſider upon the means, that may ef- 
fectually preſerve us from relapſing into mortal fin; and 
that may maintain us in the ; ſlate of the grace 
and love of God. In particular, we muſt labour to 
eſtabliſh in our ſouls a horrotir of the dreadful evil of 
fin, and of all the dangerous occaſions of it; to- keep 
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up in ourſelves a e ſpirit, for what is peſſz 
joined with a lively ſenſe of that inſinite mercy, that 
kept us ſo long out of hell; and ſo graciouſly received 
his prodigal children, when they offered to retun' to. 
him; and with a firm reſolution (which ſhould be re- 
newed every day, and every hour) for no conſideration 
whatſoever, to turn our backs upon him any more by 
by wyful ſin. O how happy is that Chriſtian, who is 
ever ready to lay down his life, rather than to return 
any more to ſin! | . 
- Conſider 2dly, that another great means to perſevere 
in good, is to 2 by rule and order: to renounce an 
idle life, as the mother of all evil; and to regulate our 
time, and all our daily exerciſes; to be conſtant in the 
perfoi mance of our devotions, and in frequenting the 
ſacre ments; and to'take care to do well all that we do. 
- Santtuwe aud perfection, does not ſo much depend 
upon doing Ys panes actions, as upon doing our 
ordinary attions extraordinaxily well: now we ſhall do 
them extraordinarily well, if we do them with a pure 
intention, for the love of God; and if we take care to, 
ſeaſon them with frequent and fervent aſpirations to 
God. Thus, like the ancient Saints, ſhall we walk with 
God, and be perſect. This is the ſureſt way to perſe- 
Yerance, ok, 
.. Conſider gdly, that, in order to perſeverance in 
grace, it will be alſo neceſſary to ſet out, and to conti- 
nue, in a full perſuaſion and convittion, that we have 
not a more dangerous enemy to our ſouls, than ou own 
ſelt-love, with all its branches and paſſions; that the 
gratifying our own humours, is gratiſying a mortal 
enemy; that we muſt deny ourſelves, renounce our- 
{elyes, and hate ourſelves in this life, if we would fave 
dur ſouls for eternity. In a word, the mortification of 
our 5 and the total victory over ourlelves, is 
the luvereign means of perſeverance. In order to this, 
every Chriitian ought. to ſtudy well to know himſelf, 
and the true ſtate of his own interiour: that he may 
dileover what paſſions are predominant there; and 
max turn all the forces of his foul againſt them, * 
F n A | | has 
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has quite ſubdued them. This warfare is one of the 
moſt eſſential duties of every diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt; 
no one will be crowned by him, that has not fought, 
and conquered himſelf. To im that overcometh, he will 
give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradiſe of 
God, Apoc. ii. 7. 


Conclude in order to perſeverance in good, to prec- | 


tiſe well all theſe leſſons, and particilJarly to be carneſt 
with God in praver, that he may be by keeper, to 
keep thee from ſin. O beg of God every day, that 
thou mayeſt rather die a thouſand deaths, than once 


commit a mortal ſin! | 


Low-SuUuNDAY. 


On the ſacrament of Baptiſm. 


ONSIDER firſt, that we are often put in mind 

by the church, in the office of this time, of our 
baptiſm; to the end we may be rightly ſenſible of the 
diznity, to which we have been raiſed by this ſacra- 
ment; and of the obligations incumbent upon us in 


conſequence of the ſame. Baptiſm 1s to our ſouls the 


gate of life, an introduction to all that is good. It is 
called by the apoſtle, 7. iii. 5. The lauer of regenera- 


lion and renovation of the Holy Ghoſt; inaſmuch as we, 


who, by our natural birth from the old Adam, were 
born in fin, children of wrath, flaves of Satan, and 
liable to an eternal damnation : are cleanſed from fin, 


and /andrfied, in this ſacrament, by the laver of water in 


the word of hfe, Eph. v. 25. in virtue of the blood of 
Chriſt, here applied to our ſouls; and by virtue of the 
ſame, we receive a new birth, by which we are regene- 
rated and renewed, being horn agazn of water and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, St. John in. 5. to a new and NY 


life; and are made children of the living God, an 
keirs of his eternal kingdom. See, my ſoul, and ad- 


mire the riches of the bounty of thy God, poured out in 


thy favour, in this ſacrament. But O! take care 
never to forfeit theſe excellent treaſures by fin, nor to 
| . 5 degelerate 
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degenerate from this heavenly birth, by an unworthy 


he converſation. | 
VE Conſider 2dly, that, by baptiſm, we are incorporated 
27 in Chriſt, and made living members of his myſtical 


body, which is his church: we are made Chriſtians; 
2 brethren of Chriſt, and temples of his holy Spirit: we 
who before were not his prople, are now the peopleof God, 
W 1 Pet. ii. 10. a choſen generation, a hingly prieſthood, a 
eſt koly nation, a rater e peeple, called out of darkneſs 
to o t admiratle light of Chriſt: v. 9. We are dedi- 
iAt cated, ſanctified 1 conſecrated to God, by this ſacra- 
ce ment, to be irrevocably bis: eternally devoted to his 
divine love. O happy dedication! O my ſoul, how 
little haſt thou hitherto reflected on theſe truths! How 
little haſt thou conſidered the dignity conferred upon 
ill ce in baptiſm! O Remember, that what is once dedi- 
cated to God, ought to remain always his: and that it is 
nd a factile ge to profane or violate what is once conſecrated 
ur to lim. See then, how pure and holy thy whole life 
he BY ougl.t to be, in conſequence of thy being dedicated io 
add in baptiſm. | 
n Conſider gdly, that all we who are baptized in Chriſt 
Le WH 7e/us, arc baptized in his death: for e are buried to- 
sr with Lim by bafii/m unto acath: that as Thriſt is 
1z/en jrem the dead, by the glory of the Father, ſo we al/o 
may walk in newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 3, 4 Rncuing this, 
that cur old man is cruciſted with him, that the body of 
in may be d ſtroyed. and that we may ſerve fin no longer, 
v. 6. ſo that henceforward, in conſequence of our bap- 
tiſm, we muſt reckon our/elves dead to fin, Lut alibe 10 
Cod, in Chriſt us cur Lord, v. 11. and therefore, we 
muſt not let fin reign in our mortal body, /o as to wbey the 
luſts ther of, v. 12, But as Chriſt ng again from the 
rad dies new no more, as death jhall no more have deni- 
mon over him, v. g. fo we mult now die no wore by 
ſin, ſin muſt no more have Ccminien over us. For as 
many of us as have been baptized in Chriſt, have put on 
Chriſt, Gal. iii. 27. ard ought to live fo, as to ſhew 
forth the life of Chiiſt, in cur mortal frſh; that we may 
Le able to ſay with the apuſile: J late, new net 4, but 
F Chnift 
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Chriſt liv-th in me, Gal. ii. 20. Chriſtians, cotrpatfe 
your lives with theſe divine lefſons: ſee what they 
' bught to be, by the obligation of your baptiſm : and ſee 
. What they have hitherto been. And now, at leaſt, la- 
bour in earneſt to begin to live, worthily of your cal< 
ling, and of the glorious name and character of a Chril- 
tian, and of a child of God, | 93 
Conclude, to bear always in mind both the dignity; 
to which you have been raiſed by your baptiſm, and 
the obligations of it: and ever to ſhew forth in your 
lives, that you are Chriftians indeed, by a conſtant imi- 
—_— both of the death and reſurrection of the Son of 
od. | 


MoNDAY AFTER Low-SUNDAY. 


On the covenant of Baptiſm 
FAONSIDER firſt, that, in baptiſm, we make a 
ſolemn covenant with God; by which he, on his 
part, 1 us for his children; admits us to all the 
great and glorious advantages and prerogatives which 
© belong to tis children; as gives us an uhqueſtibhable 
right and title to the inheritance of his everlaſlin 
kingdom. But then, all this is upon articles: to whic 
ve, on our part, bind ourſelves, by the ſtrongeſt engage- 
ments and vows; which, if we violate, in Toe moment 
we forfeit both the dignity of the children of God, and 
all the other excellent treaſures we received at our bap- 
tiſm, together with all title either to the favour, or the 
kingdom of God. The firſt of theſe articles, by which 
we engage ourſelyes to God in baptiſm, is the promiſe 
we there make, ever to adhere to him, by a firm and 
conſtant fazth of all his divine truths. My ſoul, haſt 
thou been true to this part of thy covenant? The faith, 
- which thou haſt promiſed, was not a barren ſpeculative 
belief, like that of thoſe who make profeſſion ( knoutn 
© God, but deny him in their works, Vit. 1, But a furrh 
| that worketh by charity, Gal. v. 6: A faith that ſhkeweth 
itſelf by the life: the u man liveth by faith, Hath thy 
faith been ſuch? 7 . 
Conßider 
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Conſider 2dly, that another article of oùr baptiſmal 


covenant was to wage a perpetual war with Satan; to 
renounce him for ever, with all his works of darkneſs 
and ſin, and all his pomps of worldly pride, and vain 
glory: and to adhere to God, by a ſtrict and perpetual. 
r to his divine majeſty. My ſoul, what has 
thy life hitherto been? Haſt thou kept this covenant ? 
Haſt thou effectually renounced Satan? Haſt thou con- 
ſtantly waged war againſt that uſurper, that cruel ty- 
rant, that mortal enemy of thy God? Or haſt thou not 
ſuffered him to take poſſeſſion of thee again by ſin? 
Haſt thou not been, all thy life long, his flave? Have 
not his works, 'and his pomps, had a greater ſhare in 
thy affections, than thy duty and allegiance to thy 
God? O be confounded at thy paſt diſloyalty, and 
breach of covenant! O dread the conſequences of this 
perſidiouſneſs! Repent and amend. 

Conſider gdly, that in our baptiſm, we alſo engage 
ourſelves to a ſtrict obſervance of the whole law, and 
the commandments of our heavenly Father, our king, 
and our God; but more eſpecially of the great com- 
mandment of loving him with our whole h art, with our 
whole ſoul, unth our whole mand, and with our whole 
ſtrength; and of loving our neighbours as ourſclues, 
For, inaſmuch as he there adopts us for his children and 
his heirs, in return, he ſtrictly requires of us the obe- 
dience due from children to ſuch a Father; with a love 
of preference of him before all things elfe, and a page. 
tual conforwity in all things to his bleſſed will. Ses 
now, my foul, upon how many titles thou belongeſt to 
God; and art bound to love 3 and to ſerve him, 
with all thy powers. Thou art his by creation: he 
made thee for himſelf. Thou art his by redemption: 
the Son of God has purchaſed thee with his own 
blood: Ah, at how dear a rate! Thou art his by dedi- 
cation; being conſecrated to him in baptiſm. And 
thou art his by all the articles of the coyenant, then 
made with him. | 
Conclude to obſerve, henceforward at leaſt, the's 
| thy baptiſmal vows: and, ſince God claims thy ow 

| eing 
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being upon ſo many titles; give thyſelf to him, without. 

reſerve, for time and eternity, by perfect obed:enct, 

conformity and love. O beg of him continually, that 

nothing in life or death may ever be able to ſeparate 
thee any more from him. | 


TUESDAY AFTER Low-SUNDAY. 


On the ceremonies of baptim. 


| ONSIDER firſt, that the ancient ceremonies, 
uſed by the Catholic church, in adminiftring bap- 
tiſm, are very inſtructive; inaſmuch as they ſhew forth 
- both the eſſects of this ſacrament in the ſoul, and the 
duties incumbent on them that receive it. The perſon 
that is to be baptized, is initiated as it were in Chriſt; 
by profeſſing his deſire of coming to him, by faith, and 
the obſervance of the commandments; and then-re- 
ceiving upon his forehead, and upon his breaſt, the fign 
af the croſs: to ſignify that the croſs and paſſion of 
Chriſt is the ſource of all onr good; that by this ſacra- 
ment we are dedicated to Chriſt crucihed; and mult 
ever wear his badge both on our forchead, and in uur 
heart. Then the catechumen is ſeaſoned, as it were, 
for baptiſm, by a grain of ſalt, ſolemnly bleſſed for that 
purpoſe; to ſignify the /a of true wiſdom, and that 
chriſtian prudence and diſcretion, . which ought to ſea- 
: | fon all we do; as alſo the ſeaſoning of divine grace, 
which is to keep the ſoul from the corruption of fin. 
' Moreover, to make room for the Spirit of God, to come 
and take poſſeſſion of the ſoul, and to fix his dwellin 
there, the devil is caſt out by ſolemn exorciſms, exſuf- 
flations, arid prayers; and the ſenſes of the ſoul are 
opened as it were to God, by tbe application of the 
ſpittle'to the ears and noſtrils, with the Ephphetha pro- 
nounced in imitation of our Lord, Mark vu. 34. O 
how great muſt that grace be, for which the ſoul is pre- 
aared by ſo many myſterious ceremonies. a | 
Conſider 2dly, that, after this, follows the ſolemn re- 
_nunciation of n, and of all his works, and of all 
his pomps; as a declaration of an eternal I 
Os” this 
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this mortal enemy: and then to give us to underſtand 
what kind of arms we are to furmſh ourſelves with for 
this warfare, we are anointed with conſecrated oil, on 
the breaſt, and between the ſhoulders; to fignify by thy 
outward unction, the inward union of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of his fortifying grace; here given, to ſtrengthen 
our breaſts with heavenly chari to love, and to keep 
the divine commandments; a to give force to our 
fhoulders, to take up our croſs; and to bear, in a Chriſ- 
tian manner, all the labours, difficulties, and adverſities 
of this mortal pilgrimage. To which is added, immedi- 
ately after baptiſm, another unction, on the to of the 
head, with the holy Chriſm; to ſignify our being by 
bap tiſm incorporated in Chriſt, the great anointed of the 
Lonk -and being folemnly conſecrated to God for ever, 
by the unction of his grace; as all ſuch: things, as are 
anointed with the holy Chriſm, are by the church de- 
dicated to God for 2 —— 2 Chriſtians are 
called by St. Peter a ktngly prieſthood, from parta 

in the —— of Chrilt 20 being anointed — 
* with that holy unction, with which God has of o 

anointed his — py rem kings, and martyrs. 

Conſider dh, that, immediately after baptiſm, we 
are alſo cloathed with 2 white linen garment, which 
the miniſter of God gives us with theſe words: Receive 
this white garment, which thou ſhalt carry without / 1504 
Hain, 2 the judgment ſeat of our Lord Tour Our 
that thou mayeſt have eternal life: Amen. 
alluſion to the parable of the virgins, that weut ry 
with their Wau to meet the bridegroom, St. Matt. 
Exxvi: and of the ſervants, that with their lights in their 
hands, were ever ready to 2 the door to their Lord, 
St. Luke Xu, we receive a lig a 2 3 


Lay vat e — 2 

i, /0- as to be without re * 
3 — e 
nuptials, thou mayeſ meet ham, t kr cu al the Sint, 


in the heavenly court, and mage live with ham, far ever 
and ever, Amen. Which ceremonies pat us in nun of 


the ſtrict obligation of leading a holy Wr 
Vol. I. 
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after baptiſm: of holding forth the light of faith in dur 
lamps, to the edification of all men; and keeping them 
ever burning with the oil of charity and good works, 
till we meet our Lord in his heavenly kingdom. 
Conclude, from the conſideration of all theſe myſte- 
rious ceremonies uſed in baptiſm, to ſettle in thy ſoul a 
great idea both of the dignity, and of the obligations of 
a Chriſtian: and to make it the buſineſs of thy life to 
correſpond both with the one, and the other. But O 
take care, above all things, not to ſtain that robe of in- 
nocence by wilful ſin! 0 6 


WEDNESDAY AFTER LOwW-SUNDAY. 


On theeml of falling from the grace of baptiſin. 

(0 ONSIDER firſt, tht how much the greater the 
- dignity is, to which we are raiſed in baptiſm; and 
how much the more excellent the advantages are which 
we there receive; together with the ineſtimable trea. 
\ fures of baptiſmal innocence, grace, and ſanctity; fo 
much the more diſmal is that fall, by which we forfeit, 
and loſe in a moment, all that dignity, with all thoſe 
advantages, and treaſures. A dreadful fall indeed! by 
which the poor ſoul falls from heaven to hell, from God 
to the Ae froth being a child of God, to be a ſlave 
of Satan, and of ſin, that is worſe than Satan; from be- 
ing the ſpouſe of Chriſt, to be the proſtitute of unclean 
ſpirits; from being the temple of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
be the habitation of the wicked one. This abominable 
tyrant, in the very moment ſhe ſins, enters in, and takes 
 poſſeſſion-of her; he robs her at once of all her trea. 

rer of virtue, grace, and merit, of all her ſhare in je- 
ſus Chriſt, of all her right and title to his kingdom, and 
of all true peace and joy; and, in exchange for all 
theſe good things, he offers her nothing but huſks of 
ſwine, Which cannot ſatisfy her appetite; nothing but 
mere toy and fooleries; ene baits which delude 
her with 'a' momentary ſweetneſs, preſently followed 
with a bitter remorſe, and a long train of other eyils 
ending in death and hell, | 
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Conſider adly, the folly and madneſs of the ſoul 
that conſents to ſuch an exchange; Alas! She ex- 
changes all her good at preſent, and all her title to any 

ood hereafter, either 1n time, or eternity, for a mere 
Eubble, a brutiſh paſſion, . an irkſome ſlavery, an eternal 
miſery! Ah! unhappy ſinner, open thy eyes, and ſee 
the wretched bargain thou haſt made! See how ſtrange- 
ly thou haſt been deluded; to part with thy God, and 
all thy good, for ſomething ſo baſe, ſo vile, ſo empty, 
-- at filthy, ſo ſhort, ſo fooliſh, and miſerable; accompa- 
nied with ſo much remorſe, with ſo much danger, and 
with ſo much falſehood and deceit. Before thy fin, 
heaven was thine; God himſelf was thine; but now 
thou haſt parted with thy God; thou haſt ſold him for a 
mere nothing; thou art no longer his; thou haſt made 
him thy enemy: Thou haſt exchanged heaven for hell; 
thou ſtandeſt upon the very brink of a miſerable eter- 
nity, thou art juſt ready to fall down that dreadful pre- 
cipice. Can any folly or madneſs bear the leaſt com- 
pariſon with this? > 
Conſider gdly, the enormity of the treaſon which the 
ſoul is guilty — when ſhe falls from the grace of bap- 
tiſm. Sbe renounces her allegiance to her king and 

God: ſhe rebels againſt him to follow Satan: ſhe even 
drives him from his throne, which he held within her; 
ſhe expels him out of his temple, to make room for his 
enemy. She ſets up an idol in the houſe of God, which 
ſhe worſhips in contempt of the living God. She vio- 
lates all her ſolemn vows; ſhe ſacrilegiouſſy profanes 

che temple conſecrated to God; ſhe breaks his holy co- 
venant; ſhe treads under foot the precious blood of his 

Son; and, as much as hes in her, ſhe crucifies him 
again. O my ſoul, haſt thou had no ſhare in all this 

guilt? Alas! how early didſt thou fall from thy bap- 
tiſmal grace, into the bottomleſs pat of fin, and miſery! 

' How quickly didſt thou exchange thy God for Satan! 
Thou waſt ſ{riftly bound, in conſequence of thy crea- 
tion, thy redemption, thy baptiſmal dedication, and the 

- covenant then made in thy name, to turn thyſelf to 
God, as ſoon as thou 2 capable of knowing him, and 
5 2 833 to 

4 | | 


24 MEDITATIONS FOR 
to conſecrate thy whole ſelf to his love, and ſervice 


ay 

empty and lying follies, preferably to him, ard 
ng fas little 2 bum ? SHA | 
Conchude, if thy conſcience charge thee with this 
ilt, to bewail for the whole remainder of thy life, the 

is thou haſt fuſtained, the miſery thou haſt incurred, 
the folly madneſs, the heinouſneſs, and enormity 
of this thy fall from God. And, in order to make a- 
mends, after the beſt manner thou art capable of; en- 
deavour now at leaft, and for ever, day and hour, thou 
Haſft yet to come, to make a frequent offering of thy 
whole ſelf, without reſerve, to the love and ſervice of 
the divine majeſty. | | DF bo 


THURSDAY AFTER LOw-SUNDAY. 


On the theological virtues. 


{ONSIDER ffi, chat, as God is the ſoverei 
ſpurt, and the fovereign truth, ſo they r 
offer him an acceptable homage muſt worſhip him in 
Spirit, and truth: Fon iv. 24. by joining with the ex- 
ternaſ adoration, praiſe, er and ſacrifice, which is 
offered him in the C Cbriſt, the internal hom- 
E and the pure worſhip of the three 
ine virtues of faith, hope, and love. Where theſe 
are duly exerciſed, all is well: there God is, and all 
good: but where any one of theſe is wanting, all goes 
wrong ;. nothing eHe can ſupply that defect. Embrace 
then, O my ſoul, theſe three virtues, with thy whole 
heart and aFeftion : and they will bring thee to thy 
God. There is no other way to heaven and a happy 
eternity, but by faith, hope and charity. 

Conſider 2dly, that theſe three virtues are called 
theological and divine, from the immediate relation they 
have to God. They flow from him mto our ſouls ; 
and they take our ſouls along with them to him. They 
dend to bim as the fovereign object, with which the 


are 


. 
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are taken up, and upon which they are wholly employ- 
ed; and they are entirely grounded on him, and on his 
divine attributes, as their ſole motive and foundation. 
Thus fazth belives in him, as the ſovereign truth, and 
obliges the ſoul to bow down, and to adore him as 
ſuch; and to give an undoubted aſſent, to all ihe truths 
revealed by him; becauſe he 1s the ſovereign truth, who 
neither can decerve nor be deceived. Thus hope puts 
her whole truſt in him; worſhips him as the inexhauſti- 
ble ſource of all good: and raiſes the ſoul to a lively 
expeRation of mercy, grace, and ſalvation from him; 
grounding herſelf upon his almighty power, goodneſs, 
promiſes, and mercy, and the precious blood of his 
Son. Thus charity, or divine /ove, embraces him above 
all things, worſhips him, by offering herſelf and all 
things elſe to him; loves him for his own infinite good- 
neſs ſake, and all others, that are made after his image 
and likeneſs, for his fake. Thus theſe three virtues 
derive their excellence, which they have above all 
others, from this immediate relation to the ſource of all 
excellence. O my ſoul, ſee thou give them the fi iſt 
place in thy inward houſe; and continually entertain 
them there. Make hem them thy favourites; and they 
will make thee the favourite of Heaven, 

Conſider gdly, that, to entertain theſe divine virtues 
in the ſoul, we muſt make frequent acts of them: other- 
wile they will quickly fade away and die. The foul 
that does not ofivn exerciſe her faith, by employing her 
thoughts upon the great truths of God and eternity, 

quickly forgets both God and herſelf: and, by forget- 
ting God and herſelf, is expoſed to all manner of evils. 
In like manner, where kope is not frequently exerciſed, 
by the help of prayer and conſideration, it quickly de- 
generates into preſumption. And as for charity or love, 
which is in the nature of a fire, that is always active, it muſt 
needs die away, if it be not maintained, and kept alive, 
by frequent exerciſe. As the juſt man lives by faith, 
according to the Scripture; fo he muſt alſo live by 
h We 4 by charity: ſo that the whole life of a 
. Chriſtian ought to be continually influenced by theſe 
5 | "WS. | three 
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three virtues: which cannot be, without frequent afts 
of all the three. And this is the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt 
way to all perfection. 

Con ide to labour to acquire, and to entertain, 
theſe divine virtues, by frequent acts of them; and in 
order thereunto, to be diligent in the daily exerciſe of 
mental prayer. In this ſchool they are belt learnt, im. 
proved, and brought to perfection. 


FRIDAY AFTER LOW-SUNDAY. 
. D faith. 

ONSIDR firſt, that without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. This virtue is the ground- 
work and firſt foundation of all our good: Here we muſt 
begin the work of our ſalvation. But what is faith? 
Not, as ſome vainly imagine, a preſumptuous confidence 
of the remiſſion of our ſins, and of our juſtification, 
and eternal beatitude; excluding that humble fear, with 
which the Chriſtian is taught to work out his ſalvation, 
_ Philip. ii. 12, Rom. xi. 20. But a firm belief of all 
thoſe things that God has any ways revealed or promi- 
ſed; a cloſe adheſion of the foul to all the divine truths, 
as coming from the eternal truth: a firm aſſent, a bow- 
ing down of the ſoul to all that God has taught, how 
much ſoever above our comprehenſion, or underſtand- 
ing. Fazh, ſays the Apoſtle, Heb. xi. 1, is the ſubſtance 
{that is, the ſtrong foundation) of things to b. 1 for : 
the eridence of things that are not fen. Thele good 
things we hope for, thoſe truths'unſeen, are made as it 
were viſible to the ſoul by faith; ſhe embraces them; 
he adheres to them, with a ſtrong and undoubted 
aflent ; ſhe caſts down all proud thoughts and imagina- 
tions that raiſe themſelves. up againſt theſe truths of 
God; and ſhe direfts the whole conduft of her life ac- 
cording to this heavenly rule. This is that divine virtue 
of faite to which the apoſtle gives thoſe great encomi- 
ums, Heb. xi. This was it that brought forth ſo many 
wonderful fruits in the ancient Saints; and made them 

we iriends and favourites of GO. 
8 - 1 Conſider 
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Conſider adly, that the merit of faith. which makes it 
ſo acceptable to God, confiſls in this, that it pulls down 
the wide of man, by captivating his underſtanding; and 
obliging it to believe what it cannot ſee; to adore what 
it cannot coneeive; and to ſuhmit to truths that it can 
no ways reach to. Man fell originally from God, by 
a proud affettation of a ſuperiour and more excellent 
knowledge than God was pleaſed to allow him, and 
which might make him like to God, Gen. iii - 5- And 
therefore it has pleaſed his divine majeſty, that the firſt 
and moſt eſſential ſtep for man to ariſe from fin, and to 
return to him, ſhould be the humble aſſent of divine 
faith, which makes a ſacrifice of what is moſt dear to 
our pride, that 1s, of the liberty, we are ſo fond of, of 
thinking as we pleaſe, in all matters, without reſtraint 
or controul; and caſts down all the powers of the ſoul, 
to worſhip in the dark, truths, generally ſpeaking, moſt 
incomprehenſible to the underſtanding, moſt ſhocking 
to the will, and moſt humbling to the whole man. 

Conſider gdly, that the faith which Cod requires of 
us, and without which we can neither pleaſe him here, 
nor be happy with him hereafter, muſt be catholic, that 
is, it muſt be umver/al; it muſt extend itſelf to all re- 
vealed truths without exception. For as they all equall 
come from God, by divine revelation; and are all built 
upon the {fame foundation; are all recommended to our 
belief by the ſame authority of the Church of God; and 
all ſupported by thofe ſtrong teſtimonies and evidences, 
by which the Scripture and Chriftianuy itſelf are ſup. 
ported: it would be calling in queſtion the divine vera- 
city, to diſpute the truth of any one article duly propo- 
ſed by the church; ut would be, in eſſect, the utter loſs 
of all divine faith: becauſe it would be believing by hu- 
. mour, and not by divine authority. Here. we may ſay 

with St. James, chap. ii. 10. He that offends in one 
point, becomes gualty of all: becauſe be is'a rebel againſt 
that truth, by which they are all delivered. O! never 
ſuffer us, dear Lord, to be rebels thy divine truth; 
or proudly to oppoſe our petty reaſonings againſt an 
Part of thy word, or the e eftablith, by thes. 
Conclude 
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Conclude to lay this ſtrong foundation of faith, if 
thou hopeſt to raiſe a ſpiritual building within thee, in 
which God may chooſe to. dwell; and which may en- 
title thee to an everlaſting dwelling with God. To 
build upon any other foundation is to build upon ſand. 


SATURDAY AFTER Low-Syftbay. 


On the grounds of faith. 


ONSIDER firſt, that divine faith is grounded al- 

- ways upon God's infallible truth+ inaſmuch as 
every affent of divine faith is given by the ſoul upon the 
motive of divine revelation : ſhe believes all theſ. truths 
becauſe God has taught them, who is the truth itſelf, 
and who cannot deceive, nor be deceived. Whoſoever 
believes upon any other motive, and not upon the teſti- 
mony of God, may have an opinion indeed of heavenly 
truths, or a human fazth concerning them; but falls 
ſhort of divine faith; which wholly builds itſelf upon 


God's truth. And therefore, divine faith carries with it 


a greater and higher degree of certainty, than any hu- 
man ſciences whatſoever: becauſe nothing can be ſo 


certain, as that truth itſelf cannot lie; and that what 


God has taught muſt needs be true. See then, my ſon], 
what kind of aſſent God expects thou ſhouldſt yield 
to all the truths has revealed: he expects thon 
ſhouldſt bow thyſelf/down to them, earneſtly embrace 
them, and firmly adhere to them, as moſt certain and 


divine. 


Conſider 2dly, that though the only proper motive 
upon which a Cbriſllan believes, with divine faith, the 
truths of religion, be divine revelatian, or the word and 


teſtimony of God, eithex contained in the Scripture, or 


conveyed down by tradition: yet, as this teflimony, or 
revelation, firſt delivered to the Saints, muſt come to us 
recommended by ſuch evidences. as may be ſufficient, to 


convince us that God has ſpoken indeed, and has re- 


vealed theſe truths; and does require our aſſent to them 
as divine; therefore this ſovertign truth has been plea- 


ſed to ſet fuch marks upon all the truths that come from 


him, 
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him, and has ſtamped them in ſuch manner with his 
broad ſeal, as may fully ſatisfy all ſincere feekers and 


lovers of truth, of their coming indeed from his divine 


majeſty : ſo that it would be highly unreaſonable for 
them not to yield to to them that aſſent of faith, which 
is due to divine truths. Of this nature are all the pro- 


—_ and miracles, and other arguments of credi- 


ility, upon which the Chriſtian religion is grounded; 
together with the innumerable tokens of divine favour, 
which recommend to us that illuſtrious ſociety of the 
catholic church of Chriſt, which bears teſtimony to the 
divinity of all theſe truths. 3 | | 

Conſider gdly, by deſcending to particulars, ſome of 

the many ſtrong and weighty arguments and motives, 
that give force to the teſtimony and authority of this 
church of Chriſt, confidered as an illuſtrious ſociety, 
bearing witneſs to. thoſe truths which ſhe delivers, as 
having received them from God himſelf. This great 
and moſt ancient ſociety is, and has been for ſeventeen 
hundred years, ſpread far and near — all the 
world: ſhe was foreſhewn and foretold long ; 
many plain and glprious = 
ed by Chriſt and his apoſtles, by figns and wonders, and 
- innumerable miracles, the gift of tongues, and other gifts 
of the Spirit of God: ſhe was miraculouſly propagated 


in a ſhort time, throughout the world; in ſpite of all 


the oppoſition of the whole earth and hell: ſhe has been 
maintained ever fince by the blood of millions of mar- 
tyrs ; and by the faintly and miraculous lives of milli- 
ons of other ſervants of God, in all a and in all na- 
tions: ſhe has been embraced and followed by all the 
beſt and wiſeſt of men; and defended by the moiſt god- 
ly and learned: the has, in fine, all this time, held forth 
the light of God to the whole world, by her conſtantly 
.and fervently preaching all holineſs ; ee purity and 
ſanctity of her doctrine; and by the efficacy of k, in 


the converſion of innumerable ſinners; in the with- 


drawing thouſands of all conditions from the broad way 
of the world, to a recluſe and penitential life; and in- 


ſpiring thouſands of her children with a deſire of wholly 


_ dedicating 


phecies: ſhe was deb. 
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dedicating themſelves to divine love: ſo that ſhe has, 


at all times, and in all places, produced many eminent 
Saints, whoſe whole lives have been ſlanding miracles 
of divine grace, and 3 teſtimonies of the truth 


of that faith and church which they all profeſſed. Theſe 
and many other arguments and motives of credibility, 


. loudly proclaim to all mankind, that the hand of God, 
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and his truth is, and always has been, with this illuſtri- 
ous ſociety: of the church of Chriſt: and that ſhe is en- 
tirely to be credited in the teſtimony ſte bears to the 
22 revelation of all that ſhe propoſes as matters of 
Conclude with giving thanks to the goodneſs and all- 
wile providence of the Almighty, who- has not only re- 
vealed to his church his heavenly truths, for the healing 
our fouls from all their maladies, and bringing them to 
the very fountain of health and life, which 1s with him ; 
but alſo has given that illuſtrious authority to her, whom 
he has made the gaurdian and depoſitary of his truths, 
that, if we are ſincere in ſeeking, we cannot well fail 
of finding both her, and them. But then remember, 
hr the 2 4 ee truths, how infallible ſoever, 
will never bri < to God, except it be a living 
faith that n in; Jeſus hriſt, Gal. v. & 


SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


4s n a lively faith. 


NONSIDER firſt, that the faith; to which the word 


of God gives ſuch high encomiums, and to which 


it attributes all the t things that have been done by 


the ancient Saints, is not a dead faith, like that of the 


devils, or of thoſe wretched ſouls, that 1 
poſſeſſed by the devils, and who have little or no ſenſe 
of divine truths; but a lively and ative faith, that pene- 
trates into the inviſible things of God, and makes them 
familiar to the ſoul; that ſets them continually before 
her eyes, in their proper light; and gives them a con- 
ſtant influence over every ſſep that is to be taken in her 
mortal pilgrimage, Such a faith as this is the ſource 5 
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all to the ſoul: it keeps her in the remembrance 
and preſence of God: it teaches her to watch diligent- 
ly, and to pray fervently; it — her to hope 
and to love; it gives her a horrour for ſin; it compleat- 


ly arms her againſt all her ſpiritual enemies, with a 
eld that is proof againſt all their feery darts; with the 
helmet of ſalvation, and with the ſword of the ſpirit, 
which is the word and truths of God) which puts to 
tall the * of hell, when employed — them, 
lively belief. But where this lively faith is want- 
, all goes to wreck, and to ruin. Lord, do thou en- 
creaſe our faith, and make it lively: O grant us this 
true heavenly wiſdom, and all good things will come to 
us along with her: and ſhe will effettually bring us to 
thee. 3 755 | 
Conſider 2dly, how true it is, that the want of a live- 

ly faith is the ſource of all the evils that over-run Chriſ- 
tendom. Look into all conditions of Chriſtians, and 
ſee how ſim and Satan every where reign ; and how few 
there are, in compariſon, that dedicate themſelvs in 
good earneſt to what ſhould be their only buſineſs. And 
whence comes all this? Do not theſe men all believe 
there is a God, and an eternity? Do they not all believe 
that they were made by this God, in order to a happy 
eternity? Do they not believe that there is a heaven 
and a hell? And that living in mortal fin is the broad 


road to hell? Do they not believe a judgment to come; 


and an all-ſeeing eye ever upon them ; and that is, one 
day, to decide their cauſe, according to their works, for 
life or death everlaſting ? Surely they believe all this, 
or they are not Chriſtians. But the misfortune 1s, that 
their Laith of all theſe, and ſuch like Chriſtian truths, is 


lulled aſleep, or rather it is quite dead: it has no in- 


fluence on their lives: it puts little or no reſtraint upon 
their paſſions and luſts, So that, in reality, it is the want 
of a lively faith, that fills the Chriſtian world with all 
2 of crimes, and that continually crowds hell wuh 
- fouls. 2 


Conſider gdly, that the Chriſtian muſt come at this 
lively faith, by deſiring, ſecking, and heartily praying 
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2 But the moſt eſſectual means of arriving at it, 
is by ſerious conſiderations and daily meditations. The 
great Chriſtian truths relating to God and eternity, are 
very moving. when they are duly weighed and conſi- 
dered: but they make little or no immpreſſion upon 
worldlings, who live in a perpetual forgetfulneſs of 
them. To bring forth a lively faith in the foul, they 

muſt take deep root there. But how ſhall they take 
deep root, if they are not ſuffered to fink deep into the 

ſoul by conſideration ? Hence the great difference be- 
tweenthe good and the bad Chriſtian, the Saint and the 
ſinner, is, that the one thinks, and the other does not 
think : the one keeps his faith alive by frequently me- 
datating on divine truths; the other's faith is dead, and 
his whole ſoul 1s laid waſte, with utter deſolation, be- 
cauſe be ſeldom or never thinks in his heart. 

Conchude to labour for the acquiring and maintaining 
this lively faith, by praying well, and living well; but 
more eſpecially by 4 ning well: for, without this, thou 
wil have little or no ſente of God in thy prayer, and 
inde or Be ſign of God in as life, 


1 AFTER THE SECOND SUNDAY. 


On divine Hope, 


ONSIDER firſt, that hope is alſo a 1 | 
| or divine virtue, and is no leſs neceſſary than faith 
to our eternal ſalvation. As by faith we believe in God, 
ſo by hope we put our whole truſt in him. Faith builds 
itſelf upon 's truth: hope builds itſelf upon his 
mo goodneſs, promiſes, and mercy. Faith believes 

he teaches, as coming from the ſovereign truth, that 

— deceive, nor be deceived. Hope looks for all 
good from him, as the inexhauſted ſource of all good. 

with 2 . confidence, that he will . fail, on his 
of ſhewing mercy, givi a. imparting 
—— us. through as Chir 7 be fail not, on 
our part, of applying to him in a proper manner, and 

| the conditions he requires of us. This di- 


vine virtue produces many ſruits; LOO 
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+ the ſoul under all the affliftions of. this. life; it ſupports 
her under all her labours; it encourages her to go on 
with vigour in her mortal pilgrimage; it raiſes her a- 
bove this miſerable world; and all its toys, ayd fixes her 
heart in heaven. It is ſtiled by the Apoſtle, Heb. vi. 
19. Tie anchor of. the foul, ſure and firm (not faſtened 
in the earth, but in heaven) entering in, even within 
cle weil, to the true ſanctuary, where our high pri 

* Chrift is entered for us; and there fixed in God 
himſelf. O happy anchor, which keeps our fouls ever 
Ready in the milf of all the ſtorms we are liable to, in 
this boiſterous ſea of the world; and by the help of 

which they are taiſed up to Gd! 1 

Conſider - 2dly, that divine hope keeps the golden 
mean hetween the two extremes, of de/þarr on the one 
hand, and pre/umption on the other; both of them rec- 
koned amonglt the ſins againſt the Holy Ghoſt; be- 
cauſe of their obſtrufting, in a particular manner, all 
the motions and graces of this divine Spirit: Deſpair, 

by wholly giving up the cauſe of God, and the ſoul; 
and preſumption, by raſhly expecting ſalvation, without 
complying with the neceſſary conditions, or uſing the 
means for it. Deſpair ſhuts out the, Holy Ghof, by 
wilfully ſhutting up the gate of prayer, and excluding 
all other means of grace: and preſumption, by ſetting - 
up a way to heaven oppoſite to his divine-appointments; 
and.jin,which his grace will have no ſhare. See, my 
foul, thou fly theſe two, racks, both of them infinitely 
injurious to thy God, aud deſtruftiye of divine hope. 
Neve: give thyſcli up to deſpondence, or deſpair: ſee- 
ing thou haſt ſo good a God; ſo rich in mercies to- 
warqds all that cali upon him; who has redeemed thee 
with 2 precious blood wh agg 0 * 2 who has 
promiſed all good, through him, to all ſuch as proper 
| — for jt. But then beware allo of the oppo | 2 
treme, of preſuming upon what he has not promiſed. or 
expecting io come to him, by walking in a way, that 
Wo !!!!!! WotatF ris pbk 
Conſider 3 divine * "as 4 4 
very much for che arming the foul: for her ſpinal 
"Var. II. D = waitare, 
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warfare, and for the overthrowing all her enemies: be- 
cauſe by the means of this virtue, we are ſtrengthened in 
the Lord, and the power of has might. Eph, vi. 10, we 
_ exchange our own weakneſs, for his almighty ſtrength 
and power: and having our God with us, and for us, 
we run to the combat ſet before us with vigour and cou- 
rage, and fight. our way to heaven ; in ſpite not only of 
fleth and blood; but of all the legions of hell. Ves, my 
ſoul, put thy whole truſt in God, and thou wilt ever be 
vidtorious in all thy conflicts: He never forſakes them 
that put their whole truſt in him. Divine hope never 
confbundeih. It is the helmet of ſalvation, which pro- 
tecis our head againſt the enemy; by covering it, as it 
were, with the Divinity itſelf; whoſe divine word and 
honour is 'engaged to by, and defend all ſuch as 
put their truſt in him. Bal | 

Conclude ever to pray and labour for this divine vir- 
tue of hope, the ſweet opt ages of thy pilgrimage, and 
ſafeguard in all daagers. She will teach thee to keep 
cloſe to God; and will engage him to keep cloſe to 
thee. | | 8 | 


©" TpesDAY*'AFTER 'THE SECOND SUNDAY, 


On joining a diſtruſt in ourſelves with confidence in God. 
+ONSIDER firſt, that in order to ſucceed in the 
A ſpiritual warfare, an entire diſtruſt in ourſelves 
muſt go hand in hand with our confidence in God. For 
jf we build, in the leaſt, upon our own ſtrength, we 
build upon a ſandy bottom; and our houſe will certain- 
I fall, at the firſt ſhock of trial or temptation. The 
'wiſe man builds his houſe upon a rock (St. Matthew 
vii. 24.) and it is proof againſt all ſtorms and floods: 
But the fooliſh man builds his houſe upon the ſand 
* withoayt a foundation; and when the rains fall, and the 

floods riſe; and the winds blow, and beat againſt that 

houſe, it preſently falls: and great is the fall thereof, 
Ile that entirely truſts in God, and not in himſelf, is a 
Lolly jon a rock, wich can never fail 


in L 4 
bim, "But he that puts the leaſt confidence in himſelf. 
F ö 6 ia 
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is a fooliſh man} becauſe the bottom he builds upon is 
mere ſand, that cannot ſupport the leaſt weight, Curſed 
is the man, ſaith the the prophet. ( erm. xvil. 5. that 
truſteth in man, and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord: 
which curſe falls upon all ſuch as truſt in the ſtrength of 
their own reſolutions; or in any power, or ability of 
their own. They acoyer 4 drive away from them. the 
grace of God, by their pride and preſumption. 1 
Conſider adly, that as God's honous is engaged to 
ſtand by them, that put their whole truſt in him, and 
to aſſiſt them with his moſt powerful and effectual graces; 
ſo, he is, in a manner, obliged to oppoſe and reſiſt all 
ſuch ſacrilegious wretches as would rob him of his glory, 
by aſeribing any good to themſelves ; or expecting any 
good from 3 ves: or from their own ſtrength. And 
are not all they guilty of this ſacrilegious preſumption, 
who in their undertakings or reſolutions, build upon 
themſelves, inſtead of building upon God; and ſo would 


make themſelves partners at leaſt in his glory? See, m 


ſoul, thou never be guilty of any ſuch extravagance and 
madneſs. For what greater madneſs, can there be, than 
for mere weakneſs and nothing, a miſerable ſinful no- 
thing, to preſume of jiſelf, and of its own ſtrength 1 
"hat greater extravagance than for man to put himſelf 
in the place of God; or to attribute to himſelf What 
can only be the work of God! Good God, deliver us 
ſrom any fuch extrragant madneſs! si 
. Conſider gdly, that one of the principal reaſons, why 
Chriſtians, who otherwiſe ſeem. to be men of good 
will, make little or no progreſs in the way of God ; and 
why. numbers of others, after r ed confeſhons, and 
8 the Peay firong purp of renouncing their 
nſul habits; ſtill return, like dogs to the vomit, by re- 
ſins; is becauſe they truſt too much to themſelves, and . 
to their on reſolutions; and are not ſufficiently diveſt- 
1 chr — Alas this — a pu pe | 
poiſon, + which is apt to creep in imperceptibly, and to 
li lur Ling 4s chemi of the ſoul;- and to. corrupt, its 
very vülals. It makes it. barren, wich. regard to the 


commurion, by aſ 
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bringing forth any true fruit to God, either in irdſelf, or 
in ot * and fruitful; in nothing but in weeds, that are 
only fit for the fire. My ſoul, examine well thytelf, and 
ſee if this unhappy ſe confidence has no ſhare in thy 
enterprizes? Are thy reſolutions wholly built upon God's 
grace; to be ſued for, and obtained, by humble yew: 
Art thou practically and ſenſibly convinced, of thy 


nothing, miſery and ſinfulneſs; and that thou — age — 


make one ſtep towards God, but inafmuch as be ſhall 
help thee ? Does no ſecret opinion af the ſtrength of thy 
reſolutions make thee raſhly expoſe thyſelf to tempta 
tion? O remember thou haſt not half that virtue and 
love of God, which St. Peter had! And yet, alas! a 
ſecret confidence i in his own reſolutions, - betrayed him 


into that grievous crime of denying his Lord. 
© Conclude ſo to hope for all rod 


from God ” as to be 
exer miſtruſtful of thyſelf: therefore, as the apoſtle 
admoniſhes, to work out thy ſalvation * fear, and 
ne £39, 1 i. 12. | | 


'Wepnzopar AFTER TUE SECOND SUNDAY. 


On tie Lord's Prayer 
Coen firſt, dal e he; * 2 le in 
the ſoul; nor ſuffer ber to be id idle; but exerciſes 
the ſoul in prayer; as the great means of obtaining all 


the good ſhe hopes for. Nom all the good that we are 


to hope and pray for, is marked out to us by our Lord; 
ind comprized in a very few-words, in that excellent 
2 which he has taught us, commoniy called The - 
d's prayer. Here, in {even ſhort petitions, we pray = 
for: all that we are any ways authorized by the word of 


God to hope for, for ourſelves, or for 2 neighbours ; 
; 2 body, or 2 for time or eternity. Here we are 


ht to make aQts of all the moſt neveſſary v'rtues, of 


Se of Ob ener eit) to bis biefſed will, 


charity for our nei hbours, forgiveneſs of injuries, and 
repentance of our Here we daily make a ſpiritual 
ng after the bread of life. O the 


e fo ſhore in * 
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that the meaneſt capacity may eaſily learn it: and ſa 
copious in its contents, that they might fill whole vo- 
lumes! And what a pity that the generality of Chriſti- 
ans, ſhould run over this admirable prayer, with fo little 
ſenſe of what they are ſaying, and with diſpoſitions fo 
oppoſite to the import of thoſe ſacred petitions! 
onfider 2dly, that, in the beginning of this divine 
prayer, we call God our Father: and we are authorized 
to call him ſo by the Son of God himſelf. Stand aſto- 
niſhed, my foul, at this high favour : what greater digni- 
ty can any creature be raiſed to, than to be called, and 
to be a child of God; to have him for our Father, who 
made heaven and earth; and who fills heaven and earth 
wich his infinite majeſty? O my ſoul, ſee thou never 
. degenerate from-this dignity of a'child of God, by be- 
having thyſelf unworthily of ſuch à Father. See thon 
never more make thyſelf a ſlave to fin, or Satan, O 
child of heaven, he no longer groveling in the mire of 
the earth. In this-prayer we are taught to addreſs our- 
ſelves to ou Father, who is in heaven: to the end, that we 
may reflect whither we are to dirett our thoughts, when 
we pray: and that we may not ſuffer any attachment to 
the things of the earth, by love and aſſections, to hinder 
them from freely flying up to heaven. My ſoul, where 
are thy thoughts in the time of prayer ? Do no irregular 
aſſections chain them down to the earth, when they 
* to be in heaven. | | Pat e e 
© Conſider gdly, what encouragement it ought to be to 
a Chriſtian, when he goes to lus prayers, to remember 
that he is preſenting his petitions to kis Father; and to 
ſuch a Father; Who has an incomparable love for his 
children; who.en-ourages them to. aſk ; who teaches 
them, in- this excellent prayer, what they are to aſk for; 
who has frequently — to grant them what they 
aſk, provided it be good for them; and whoſe power, 
riches, bounty, and mercy, are all equally infinite. O! 
let this title of our Father, '-which we give to God, in 
the Lord's prayer, raiſe. our hopes in him; let it in- 
flame our hearts with love for ſo amiable a Father; let 
it 'beſpeak a reverential-awe, à filial fear * 
„ D 3 \ ſ | 


ſuch a parent; and an .carneſt deſire of being ever a 
, . Tonclude ever to eſteem. and love this divine prayer; 
age to uſe. jt with a ſerious attention, and faitgble 
An. 5 | "3! | be | | A ? 
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e On, Hallowed be thy Nane. 
YONSIDER, firſt, that the firſt, petition of the 
O Lord's prayer is contained in 2 ic; Hal- 
Howed be thy name: that is, may thy name be. euer . leſſed 
and praiſed, honoured and glonfied. This ; petiton 
claims the firſt place in the Lord's prayer, as its un- 
doubted right; becauſe the, firſt and principal duty of 
a Chriſtian, is te love his Gad, with his whole heart, 
and ſoul :. and therefore, the firſt and principal thingbe 
ought to deſire and pray for, is the r honour and 
glory of God: His love for. his God makes bim re- 
Joice, to think that he is, in himſelf, jnfinitely happy 
and. glorious; and will be ſo for an 
that he is, and will be eternally adored, praiſed, and 
glorified by all his Angels und nee, Bot [then it 
grieves him to think, ho little this b expert 
is known, in this miſerable world; how little this great 
_ objett. of his love, is loved here helow ; how, litile he is 
- | bonoured, praiſed and glorified, by theſe very fouls of 
ours, made by him, and for him; and which ean never 
de happy. but in thẽ love and enjoyment of him. And 
therefore the intent of this petition is to remedy ſo 
great an evil; by earnefſly begging of the ſovereign 
Coad, the ſource of all grace and good, that he wou 
glorify his own moſt ſacred name in us, hy eſſectuallhy 
teaching us o love, ſerve, and glorify him 
Conſider 2dly, that this petition contains an aQ of 
divine love, even of perfect charity and benevolence, 
inaſmuch as it expreſſes the longing deſires of the ſoul 
for the greater honour, praiſe. and glory of her maker, 
as the only good ſhe can wiſh, or. procure, to his inſi- 
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# nite majeſty.” It contains alſo an at W 
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ſect charity for herſelf; becauſe, in praying that God's 
name may be glorified in all, and by all, iae-defires, in 
the firſt place, that it. may be glorified in herſelf, and 


by herſelf; now what greater good can ſhe with, or 
procure for hetſelſ, than that God may be ever gloriſied 


in her, and by her; and that her whole being may be 
_ ever conſecrated to his glory, for time and eternity 


And as the moſt perfect aft of charity for our neigh- 


bours, is that by which we labour to procure their 


teſt good; and the like good 2s we deſire for our- 


Alves: whilſt by this petition, we dedicate our whole 
ſelves. to the divine glory ; we do as much for our 


peighbours alſo, by, praying that God's name may. be 


for ever. And che love we here exerciſe, both with 
regard to ourſelves, and to pur neighbours, is pure and 


perfect charity; becauſe God. is boththe beginning and 


ide end of it: inaſmuch as we love both ourſelves and 
our neighbpurs: with relation to the greater glory of 
Cod. Thus divine charity, in all its branches, is ex- 


erciſed in this firſt, petition. 


* 


Conſider gdly, that, in praying for the hallowing, or 


een the name of God, N in effett, for 


the ſanttihcation of the. whole worl ; that the know- 


ledge of ihe true and living God, aud of his Son Jeſus 


Chriſl. may be ſpread. over all the, earth: that all na- 
tions may ſerve him; all tongues may praiſe him; and 


4 


earth may be Saints; and yay be all happily united in 
publiſhing he glory of God's name; not merely by 
their words; but much Wore by theit lives. For this & 
the moſt perfett way of /andi/ying the name of God. 


all hearts may loye lim; in a word, that, alt 4 pm | 


Se then, my Joul, the raltextept of his o by 


which we pro for. gil glory to God;, and for all goo 
to man, both for here, and hereafter ; and let thy heart 
g9 alopg with thy tongue, as often a thay Tepeatel| it 
+. Conclude 10 Jet thus, earneſtYefne of the greater glory 
pf. God in all An 7s, be ever THe” dominant paſſion 


of thy bean, and be will glorify, thee for all eternity. 


4 * 
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FaiDAY AYTER THE SECOND SUNDAY, 
N Kingdom come. | 
f NONSIDER firſt, that in this ſecond petition, we 
| ray for the kingdom of God. Now we find in ho- 
Iv writ, that the kingdom of God is vnderſtood in three 
diflerent ways. F il. of the eternal kirgdom of God in 
heaven. 2dly, Of the ſpiritval kingdom of Chrift, in 
tas church, upon earth. gdly, Of the myſtical kingdom 
of God, in our ſouls, according to that of our Saviour 
(St. Luke xvii. 21.) The kingdem of God is within you. 
And in this petition, thy kingdom come, we pray for the 
kingdom of God, according to all theſe three accepta- 
tions of his kingdom. See, my ſoul, how ample, and 
extenſive this petition 1s, and how noble and ſublime 
thoſe things are, which thou art here taught to petition 
for. Stand aſtoniſhed that a poor worm of the earth, 
extracted from nothing, and, which is infinitely more 
humbling, taken up frqm the dunghill of fin and cor- 
ruption, ſhould be authoriſed to aſpire after a kingdom; 
even an eternal kingdom; to 55 2 reign for endleſs 
ages, with the living God, Yet this we are here taught 
to pray for; with an aſſurance of being heard, if we 
pray as we ought, from him who has the diſpoſing of 
this kingdom. And this is one yu of the import of 
this petition: and contains an att of divine hope. 
. Conſider adly, that as the kingdom of God is often 
taken in the ſcriptures to ſignify that ſpiritual kingdom, 
which Chriſt came to eſtabliſh upon earth; and his 
reign in his church; in which®he is both king, and 
prieſt, for ever; ſo, in this petition, we are alſo to have 
an eye upon the propagation, and exaltation of this 
kingdom of Chriſt: by earneſtly begging, that the reign 
of Satan, and of ſin, may have an end; that all infidels 
may be enlightened by the light of the goſpel: that all 
hereſies, ſchiſms, errors, and abuſes, may be rooted out: 
that all vices, and ſcandals be aboliſhed amongſt 
Chriſtians: and that divine faith, hope, and charity, 
with all other virtues, may reign both in all the paſtors 


of 
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of God's church, and in all the people of God. So that 
here is alſo exerciſed an act of perfect love; both with 
relation to God, by deſiring that his kingdom, his grace, 
and his truth, may be victorious, over all the world: 
and with relation to all mankind, 75 praying that all 


2 wake 3 to that happy ow 
true and faithful ſubjefts, to this great king. | 

Conſider gdly, that, as true charity ſhould begin at 
home, we 39 to have in view, in this peti 
tion, the eſtabliſhment. of the kingdom of God in our 


__ own fouls; by heartily defiring, and earneſl 2 
poll 'of our 


throne with-. 


in us, and. reign without controul, and without rival, in 
our hearts: that he; may ſuppreſs all; rebellions there, 


ſubdue all our paſſions, and make our whole interiour 
his nz by giving us @ fir and perfect love for 
him. O heffled kingdom of divine love! When wilt 
thou come to me? When ſhalt thou be eſtabliſhed in my 
ſoul? When will thy. ſacred flames conſume in me all 
that is any ways diſpleaſing to my God; or that dares 
ta rebel - x! e e p 0 

N 


Conclude to make it thy buſineſs to ſeek, in 

place, this kingdom of God, hy procuring his juſtice in 
thy, foul; and, as he has promiſed, nothing elſe ſhall be 
wanting to thee. - God muſt firſt be king in thy foul 
here, it thou ever hope to arrive at his eternal kingdom 


hereaiter, | 


. SATURDAY AFTER THE. SECOND SUN DAT. 


FAUONSIDER: firſt, that, in this third petitich, he 


A ſoul embraces, with all her heart, the holy will of 
"God; earnefily.defiring and praying that both the her- 
ſelf, and every ſoul upon earth, may ever be, both a 
faithful ſervant, and a true lover of the divine will even 
as the Saints and Angels are in beaven; who ate ſa 
abſorpt in che love of God, that they have no other wall, 
but the will of God. So that eee 

N e ee 


ngdom, and may: 
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volence, to God: inaſmuch as the ſoul here defires to 
give all to God; and to bring both her own will, and 


all other wills, to him; that all may embrace, bow 


down, and adore, love, ſerve, and obey, the ſacred will 
of God; and conform to it in all thiugs. And a love 


of the moſt perfe& charity to ourſelves, and to our 


neighbours; in deſiring and procuring for ourſelves and 


them ſo great a good, as is this perfect conformity to the 


will of ; and that God's holy will may be ever 
done, both in us, and by us. IS 


Conſider 2dly, how juſt it is that we ſhould ever ad. 


here to the holy will of God, and pray with all our 
hearts, that his holy will may be done in all things. 
The will of God is always good, is always wile, is al- 
ways right, and equitable, is always beautiful: and 
therefore we ought always to embrace it, and love it. 
He perfectly knows what is beſt; and what is beſt for 
us; and if we will leave ourſelves in his hands, be will 
eertainhy order all things for the beſt; and therefore it 
is our wiſeſt way, if we love ourſelves, to give ourſelves 


up to his holy will. The will of God is all powerful, 


and muſt take place; and thereſore it is a madneſs to 
ſet ourſelves againſt his almighiy will; it ſerves for no- 
thing but to make vs miſerable. The will of God, in 
effect , is God himſelf: and therefore we myſt ever ſub» 
mit, and obey it; We muſt always bow dn and adure 
his ſacred will. e 

Conſider 3dly, that the will of God ought to be the 


_ Chriſtian's rule in all things. In all our deliberations, 


whether with regard to temporals or ſpirituals, we opght 
firſt to conſult the holy will of God, crying out to him, 
with the convert St. Paul, Ads ix. 6. Lord what tuili 
thou have me to do? And this with a ſincere deſire to 
know, and a perfect readineſs of mind to follow his 
will, which ever way he is pleaſed to order, or ditett ; 


not ſeeking that his will ſkould bend to ours, but that 
dura may ever conform to his. And 28, in all our do- 


muſt 


former; contains an aft of divine love. A love of bene 


ings, we muſt, to the beſt of our knowledge and powef, 
ede vil f God; ſo, in all our ſufferings, vs 


+ 
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muſt reſign and ſunmit ourſelves, to his bleſſed will; af. 


furing ourſelves, that nothing happens to us in this kind, 
but by the appbintment of heaven, and that all comes 


from the hand of hin that knows what is beſt, becauſe 


he is infinitely wiſe ; and ſends what is for the beſt, be- 
cauſe he is infinitely good, and good to us. | 

Conclude rer to - recite this third petition of the 
Lord's prayer, with theſe diſpoſitions of the love of Gol 
and of his holy will: and ite perfect conformity in all 
things to liis holy will. We read of a ſervant of God 


[Gregory Lopez] that for ſome. years, at every breath, 


repeated this petition, Thy wil be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven, O that we could always be in the like happy. 
ſentiments! | | 


THikd SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


Give us this day our daily bread. 


hp 7 th it, after ſeeking in the three 
firſt petitions, the greater glory of the name ef 
Gud, the propagation of his kingdom, and the execu- 
tion of his will, both in heaven and on earth; we are 
taught, in the fourth petition, to pray for all neceſſaries 
for ourſelves, both for foul, and body; under the name 
of our daily bread; which we here beg for this ſhort 
day of our mortal life, in order to ſupport us, in our pil- 
grimage, through the wilderneſs of this world, till we 
come to our true country; and to the happy day of 
everlaſting light, and life, in the beavenly kingdom of 


our Father, As to the things of tis world; we pray 
for them, with more indifference, as for things of leſſer 


conſequence ; and which, if we ſeek firſt the kingdom 


of God and his juſtice, our Father has promiſed to 
furniſh us with, vzz. as far as he ſhall ſee expedient for 
us; and we pray far them, for 1 day, being forbidden 


to be ſolicitous for them, for to morrow. But what we 


8 


are here more earneſtly to pray for, is, the bread which 
is to ſupport the ſpiritual life of our fouls; 722, the grace 
of Gud, the word of God, and lie holy ſacraments. _ 
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Wd Mrurrarioxs rox 
this we beg both for ourſelves, and for all the  worſd, 


from the great paſtor of ſouls. a 
+ - Conlider adly, that the holy fathers expound this 
petition, as meant in particular, of the bread of life, which 
ve receive in the bleſſed euchariſt, for the food, nourith- 
ment, ſtrength, and life of our ſouls. - This bread is the 
ſacred body and blood, of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God: 
Who calls himſelf the living bread which came down from 
heaven, St. John vi 15, bind aſſures us, that he that cat- 
ell of this'bread fhail live for ever; and that the bread 
 zofneh he will give is his PP for the life of the world, v. 
52. This is here ſtiled our daily bread; becauſe. given 
us, for this our day of liſe; and given to be our daily 
ſupport; by our partaking of it, either really, or ſpiritu- 
ally, every day. O] my ſoul, ever aſpire after this 
heavenly bread, the ſource of all grace, and true life. 
Admire and adore the incomprehenſible ways, by which 
thy God ſeeks to communicate himſelf to thee; and ſee 
thou correſpond with his goodneſs, and love, by runniug 
daily to him, and giving thy whole ſelf to him. 
Conſider galy, that the beſt way to anſwer the princi- 
pal intent of th;s petition. is by making a ſpiritual eom- 
munion {as often as we repeat thoſe words, give us thas 
dy our daily bread} by a lively faith, po hope. 1n 
Chriſt, the true'bread of life; by aſpiring after him, by 
love; and defire; and by inviting him to come, and to 
take full efhon of our ſouls; and to unite them to 
Himſelf, for time and eternity. Happy thoſe ſouls that 
frequently in the day communicate in this manner! 
Conclude to pray for thy daily bread in ſuch manner 
as to have ever principally in view this % 2d of liſe; 
and to labour to partake of it daily; at leaſt, by a ſpiri- 
tual communion. | „ 32 


Nos pax AFTER THE THIRD, SUNDAY. 


Forgive us-0ur tren paſſis, as we forgive them that treſpa/+ 
£2: DER fitſt, that, in this ſifilr petition, our 
Land has turuilhed us with a daily remedy for thoſe 


— 
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many evils into which we daily fall. e all end in "$4 
many things, Janes iti. 2. ard not a day paſſes; in which | 
we are not contracting freſh debts to our great maſter; 4 
either by omiſſion, or commiſſion, in thought, word, or + 
deed. Therefore we ought daily to ſue for a diſcharge;* | 
and to call for mercy and forgivneſs, with a truly peni- 
tent heart; and this is the de ign of this petition, of tlie 
Lord's prayer: which, when recited with fervour, readily-- 
obtains the remiſſion of theſe daily debts, and reinſtates 
us in the good graces of our maſter... Theſe leſſer fault, 
into which we daily fall, if neglected, and ſuffered: to 
grow, and multiply upon us, are of worſe confequence - , 
to our ſouls than we can well imagine: The water that 
comes into the ſhip by ſmall chinks, if not daily pump - 
ed out, may, in time, encreaſe in ſuch manner as to fink - 
the veſſel.” That the like may never- liappen to our 
ſouls, we muſt daily ron of theſe daily fins; and offer 
up daily for them the lacrifice of a contrite and humble 
heart, as often as w& repeat; this petition of the Lord's 


— 


labouring to procure the diſcharge of theſe daily debts; © 
we inuſt fee F we have not reaſon to apprehend a more 
heavy load of debt, lying upon our ſouls, on account of 
our paſt ſins; more eſpecially, if in any part of. our life, 
we have lived in mortal ſin. Alas! the load of ſuch 


Nene that, beſides the obligation of daily 


debts as theſe is immenſe, a ſum of ten thouſand talents, = 
which we are utterly unable to diſcharge: of opfely a = 
and whether our repentance has been D Reedy apply.” Þþ 
to our ſouls the difcharge purchaſed by the blbod of =_ 


5 cm oe tell. And, arti, our beſt ſecu-- *© I 
rity is to be always: repenting of our paſt ſins; and to © 4 
1 daily of Godiio ie od all the ſinis pad pes. re = 

and our ignorances; to cleanſe us from our hiddem ſins; 4 

and to be merciful to us; with regard to tl ſins we may 

have any ways oceaſioned in others. And with this 
nitential ſpirit, for all our paſt ſins, known or un- 
nown, we ought to recite this petition of the Bords 


ene at the feet of bur Redeemer, imploring his mer. 
cy: both for ourſelves, and for 


all poor finners. 8 5 


* 
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Conſider gdly, that, in this petition, we beg of God 
to forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that tre/- 
paſs againſt us. Which words were added by our Lord, 
to put us in mind, that we muſt not look for forgive- 
neſs from God of the offences we commit againſt him, 
if we do not forgive from our hearts, the offences which 
our neighbours commit againſt us. See, Chriſtians, 
how much our Lord takes to heart our forgiving one 
another, and loving our very enemies; ſince, not con- 
tent with eee d inculcating this duty on all other 

occaſions, he was pleaſed to . it in the very prayer 
he would have us daily to ſay, to the end we might ne- 
ver forget it. Let us then examine well our difpoſi. 
tions in this regard; aud lay aſide all rancour and ani- 
moſity againſt our neighbours, wehn we go to ſue for 
mercy from God: otherwiſe we ſhall never obtain the 
mercy we alk. 9 N 
Conclude to take occaſion, from this petition of the 
Lord's prayer, to practiſe daily theſe three leſſons ; firſt, 
of a hearty repentance for thy daily fins: 2dly, of ny 
renewing thy ſorrow and contrition for thy paſt of- 
fences: and laſtly, of daily exerciling charity and mer- 
in forgiving from thy heart, all that have offended 
. TutsDAY AFTER THE THIRD SUNDAY. 
Tag Lead us not into temptation. ; 

ONSIDER firſt, that, after beg ing of our Lord, 
in the foregoing petition, the forgiveneſs of the 

ſins we have already committed, we here beg of him to 
preſerve. us from relapſing into any of our former of- 
fences, or being ever any more guilty of wilful ſin, 
The true penitent abhors the moniter lin, beyond all 
other evils whatſoever; and therefore he is not content 
with ſecking the remiſſion of all his offences, but is 
ever ſolicitous to avoid the like evils for the time to 
come: and, therefore, he flies the occaſions of them; 
ſeeks to keep out of all dangerous temptations; and 
being ſenſible of his own weakneſs, he is earneſt in 

30 - Pray er, 
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prayer, to beg of God to ſtand by him; and tohelp him 
f 


to Overcome all the enemies of his ſoul; and rather to 


let him die a thouſand deaths, than to commit any one | 


wilful fin.” And this is the principal meaning of this 
petition, Lead us not into temptation ; which ought to be 
recited by all Chriſtians, with theſe diſpoſitions of a 
great horrour of fin, and a moſt earneſt defire to be ever 
preſerved from it. Poet 93/39 © 
Conſider 2dly, in what ſenſe we here beg of God 
not to lead us into temptation; ſince, as St. James ſays, 
chap. i: 13. God is not a tempier of evils; and he tempteth 
no man Viz. ſo as to incite, allure, or provoke to fin. 
No certainly : ſuch temptations as theſe cannot be from 
God, who is eſſentially good, and ever abhars ſin; 


but they are from the world, the fleſh, and the devil: 


yet as theſe never have power to tempt us, but with 
God's perwiffion, nor ſtrength to overcome us, but 


when we neglect to apply, in a "45 manner, to God 


for his grace; therefore, we make uſe of this exprel- , 


fion, to ſignify our total dependance on God; and to 
beg that he would not give the enemy any power over 
us, nor ſuffer us to give ourſelves up to him. More- 
over, as thoſe trials, which God often ſends for the ex- 
erciſe of our virtue, and for the proof of our fidelity, are 
alſo in Scripture called temptattons;: ſuch as afflictions, 


crofles, pains, Oc. of which God is certainly the author 


and diſfributer: we beg of him, by theſe words, Lead 


us not into temptation, that, with relation to all ſuck 


trials as theſe, he would ever have regard to our weak- 
. neſs, and never lay upon us any load above our 
ſtrength, lh rd. 


Conſider 3dly, with regard to temptations, that they 
are no ſins to us, if we give no way to them, nor bring 


them upon us by our on fault. So far from it, that 
they-are often the occaſions of very great good to our 


ſouls; by obliging us to watch and to pray the more, 


from the ſenſe of our danger; by keeping us humble; 
and by affording us the opportunity of gaining as many 
vittories, and eloquently as many*glorious crowns for 
all eternity, as we ang conflifts with the enemy, 
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* 
6——RN II 
— 


th 


the Hyſt attacks 


tations; 3. to Jon IWayS, an 


*evurle to om. in all thy ca 
and. 


n 


48 A  MzprTatioNs FOR 


reren of temptations. Wherefore it is not the 
meaning of .this, petition, to pray that we may never 


* any temptation, (for this might. not be expedient 
lor us) but that we may never yield to temptation. 


But as for the ſeeking, or defirin .temptatons, it would 


de too great a raſhneſs to weak ſouls and more eſpe — 


cially with regard to temptations againſt purity, it als 


de a crime to affect them, or, without nece "Y to ex- 


Paoſe one's ſelf zo them, ,, Chriſtians, let us learn to arm 


ourſelves for this warfare with the armour of the. fear of 

God, and a lively. faith: let us ſtand upon our guard by 
watching and praying: let us readily and heartily. reſi 

Ht he enemy: let us bear with patience 

20 mulity the labour and trnuble of th conſliti; 

but eder rejett with horrour the. criminal. 1 tisfabtion 
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onclude to obſerye theſe Tales with regard to temp- 

8 an humble diſtruſt in thy! oy 
od: and ever 10 have re- 
is, by humble and fer- 


thou malt. RE * . . 
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wenne! AYTER THE, TRIAD sen der. . 
Deliver 2 us Nn evil. . | 


| Cohen Firſt, aces petition is.near.akin 


to 138 {orggaing pet itions; inaſmuch as the 
e Ache 1 2 em was to deliver us from 
Te bs zu and of of the latter, to keep us 
175 r the time to come; and this, in 


Exel begs to 8 abel Gem ik ah aſt, preſent, 


pr to. care. ji AT evils, fin BAG, only he 

" " greateſ}, Pat 1s, oY only thing . . 
Jeryes tg, ——— 2 2 all, other, things; that 
N ll , ils, ape either the, g nſequences ol ſin, or ceaſe 
tha real evils, be hep at « accmpayied with ſin. So 
har the main b bilnes of pn pron is to beg. of God 
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niſhments which our ſins have deſerved; from the ſla- 
very of our paſſiops and ſinful habits; and from the 
tyranny and poſſeſhon of the evil one, who has the do- 
minion over all wilful finners. Good God, for thy. 
mercy ſake, and through the precious blood of thy Son, 
. deliver us from all theſe dreadful evils! 
Conſider 2dly, by deſcending to particulars, all 
that ſeene of numberleſs evils, to which we are liable, 
on account of ſin, in this miſerable world; and from 
which we here pray to be delivered by the mercy of 
God: fuch as all publick calamities, wars, plagues, - ſa- 
mines, earthquakes, tempeſts, inundations, &c. b&fides- 
a multitude of private evils, to which each partFular- 
perſon is ſo frequently expoſed. Then all ſpiritual evils, 
which are much more deplorable, 497 public or 
pri vate; hereſies, ſchiſms, perſecutions of the church, 
errors, abuſes, oppreſſions of the poor, ſacrileges, ſcan- 
dals, national vices, and the general reign of Satan and 
ſin in the thoughts, words, and actions, of the children 
. of this world. And, with regard to the future, the 
dreadful evil of unprovided death, and final impeni- 
tence; the diſmal ſufferings of another world; the judg- 
ment and ſentence of eternal damnation; and the C. 
cond death of a miſerable eternity. And do not fo ma- 
ny and ſuch lamentable evils well deſerve that we 
mould continually - pray, that God in his mercy would 
deliver us all from having any ſhare in them? 
Conſider gdly, as to thyſelf in particular, how many 
and how great evils thou haſt reaſon to apprehend, to - 
be either —_— upon thee, or to threaten thee on eve- 
| 2 ſide. Reflect on the multitude of thy paſt and pre- * 
ent ſins, infinitely more numerous, and more enormous 
than thou imagineſt ; the uncertainty of the forgiveneſs 
of them; becauſe of the uncertainty, the weakneſs, ' 
and inconſtancy of thy repentance; the "dreadful debt 
of puniſhment due to by ns, and how little thou haſt - 


done towards the diſcharge of it; the vices and paſſions _ 
thou art daily ſubject to; the many enemies that en- 
compaſs thee, and are continually laying fnares for thy 
foul ; the corruption of thy own heart, the blindneſs of 
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and whilſt thou art riſi and dreſſing thyſelf, keep 
| 8 in his company, and ſpeak to him. 

Conſider adly bat are the particular acts of virtue 
ber religion: that ought-to-be:the ingredients of thy 
GRIP ; prayer; vz. An att of adorution of the infinite 

of God, and of homage to him; by bowing 
down 9 earn and ſoul to worſhip him with all thy 


powers, as: yard be miu and thy laſt ent; and tio 


aknawledge bis ab . and thy total 
dopendance omhim. . Ana of Aan, ice for all 
his benefits in general, and in particular, to and. 
to all the world:-for creation, preſervation, redemp- 


tion, vacation tinthe true faith: as alſo for his ter- 


nal love, his brin ing thee to the be inning of this iow 
. day, in order to e ice Forfar to the happy day 
of-gternity,'-+ ge An abt of contritioa, for all c Na in? 
| Ju nat and for all thy fins,with > ſincere” reſolution” 
of: rewouncing: them all for the future. A offering - 
of all aby _ words, and actions of- the day, to 
the honouria glory of God;::and:of thy whole ſoubto 
be empluyed in loving and ſerving him. 3. An humble 
and. ſerxent ſupplication, to beg the grace of God, and 
his bleſling. for thy ſelf, and for- the whole-clurch: that 
be would keep all from fin ; and teach all eſſtetually to 
lave him, and ſerve him ſor ever. 6. Conchideialyiys- 
withatts-of.: faith, hope and: charity and recommend 
 thyſelfto the prayem and protettion of the Bleſſed Vir. 
gin, of thy good Angel, and -of __m Angels, = gor. ? 
Nied Saints ++ 
Conſider ply, that honed 3 in tl 
morniug exerede, 10 declare war againſt thy u e ö 
| flings and fins; but more eſprcially againl thy 
dominant paſſion, which is the m apgerous of Tan 0 
thy enemies. This is that * . which all 


of neceſſity, muſt be en ho have a mind to fave 


their-ſouls: we mult all bales ded: fight” continually, ' 
Nu our vices and paſſions, or they will carry us to) 
lied... «Now: this it is that obliges us to reuw ever 
uwrning our good reſolutions yet without truſting at 
all u u¹elves: and 4 arm, and prepare ourſelves be- 
3 4 JO 
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forehand for theſe conflicts, by forecaſting the occaſions 
and temptations we are like to meet with in the day; 
and by concluding upon the meaſures proper to be 
taken, in order to overcome them, either by flight, or 
fight; but principally by fervent prayer to our Lord, 
to help us in the combat, and to grant us the vic- 
torv. Df „ FEE &2 
Conclude to be ever diligent in this morning ex- 
erciſe. A good beginning of the day is a great matter. 
He will have the whole day, to whom thou giveſt the 


beginning of it. 
FRIDAY AFTER THE THIRD SUNDAY. 


; ak On evemng prayer. | ; 
ONSIDER firſt, that, as God is our firſt begin- 
ning, foraſmuch as we are made by him; ſo is he 
alſo our laft end, becauſe we are made for him: and, 
therefore, as we ought to begin the day with him, by 
morning prayer; ſo we ought to end the day in his. 
company, by evening 5 Morning and evening 
prayer are like the two daily meals of the ſoul, that 
ought not, upon any account, to be omitted; leſt the 
ſoul ſhould languiſh and grow fick, for want of her daily 
food: and if, upon any occaſion, we are hindered 
from taking theſe meals, at their uſual times, we ought 
to obſerve what we practiſe with regard to our bod. ly * 
meals, that is, we muſt procure to take them aſter- 
wards, at the firſt opportunity. Moreover, as we make 
it our care, that our families, and ſuch as are under our 
charge, ſhould not want their daily corporal ſuſtenance, 
ſo we ought much more to make it our care, that their 
ſouls may not ſtarve, for want of our aſſembling them 
to prayer, or ſeeing that they are regular in this daily - 
exercne. | EET, | 
Conſider 2dly,'that one of the principal buſineſſes of 
the evening exerciſe, is the daily examination of con- 
ſcience, which may be made in this manner; 1. Place 
thyſelfin the preſence of God, bow thyſelf down, and 
adore him; and give him thanks for all he —_ | 
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5 2 ber de for thee; and for the whole world. 2. Earneſt- 
ö ant grace; that thou mayeſt diſcover all 1 
1-4 5 — be heartily ſorry foF them. g. Endeavour 
to call to: mind ho. . haſt” ſpent,” he: day, from 
morning till night; what care thou haſt taken to dĩſ- 
charge thyſelf well, both of the common duties of a 
Chriſtian; and ofthe particulat duties of + thy ſation 
or calling: and eſpecially how thou haſt behaved thy- 
ſelf with regard to-thy*cuſtomary failin „ and thy, pre- 
dominant paſſion. 4. Endeavour to be-heartily ſorry for 
all the ſins of the day and for all 7 thy Whole 
_ + Iiſe; known- or unknithn:' go in ſpirit 10 the feet of 
; Chriſt, io niake awtivmble:cotifeffion of: them to him; 
and implore his merci. zi Reſolve. upon «ſerious and 
thorough amendment for he. future: determine to * 
gin, from tliat very —_ ere and think 
the means of accoymp itt Ol hots happy Fee 
- thoſe ſouls, that ee — is. manner every 5 to 
wah away their Jms with penitential tears; und that 
never venture to lie dun to reſt; under ths guilt of | 
| «ſin! Unhappy they who, for: want” of this precainion, 
: expoſe — — hight to the ev ident danget of 
dying in their ſins, even vfringing: therhſelves 3 in 
a rr . n ; 
Conſidef gdly, that, in order to end. the day well, 
:weigught every night to endeavour ts put ourſelves, as 
much as poſſible, in the condition in which we ſhould 
be glad to: be: ſound at the hour of dur death. And 
therefore, beſides offering up to Cod, every niglit, the 
ſacrifice of eee humble bean; for all the fins 
of our life; the Qhriftian: ſhould alſo think” ſeriduſly « of 
his laſt end and diſpoſe himſelf for it, by acts of a 
lively faith.;-and ofr an entire confidence in bis Re- 
deemerg by A perfect oblation and reſignation of bim- 
ſelf to the holy: will of -God;'-by-aſpiting to än, ter- 
nal union with him; andi in the mean linie, hiding 
_ +himſelf;-with- great aſſettion, — ſacred wouhds 5 
Jeſus Chriſt; and there Ser. 8 to reſt.” Se 


mu Joul; thou never-forker thus. 
9 | Gonelde . 
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ve do not run under the wings of 
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Conclude never to negle& any part of this evening 
exerciſe; and to ſee that it be not neglefied by any 
under 4 care. A religious performance of this 
_ a great means to ſecure to thy ſoul a happy 

ath. | . 5 


| SATURDAY AFTER THE THIRD SUNDAY. | 


n praying always. . 
ONSIDER firſt, that we are not only to addreſs 
. ourſelves to God by prayer, in the morning, and 
in the evening; but we are alſo called upon, in the 
word of God, to pray always, St. Luke xvin. 1. To pra 
without ceafing, 1 Thel. v. 17, and to feet the face of the 
Lord evermore, Pf. civ. 4. The ſoul that truly loves her- 
God, will never bear to ſtay all the day long, without 
often thinking on him, and ſpeaking to him; ſeeing he 
has both his eye,-and his heart, always upon her. Love 


ever ſeeks the company and converſation of its beloved: 


now it is by the means of prayer, that we are intro- 


ra 
wet | converſation of our great 
lover; and we quic loſe both his love and him, if. 
we pals whole days in the ſorgetfulneſs of him. Be- 
ſides other dangers, that continually threaten us, when 
God, and keep cloſe 

to him, by continual prayer. So that if we love either 
God, or ourſelves, we muſt frequently in the day have 
recourſe to prayer. It is the very breathing and life of 


the ſoul; and therefore, to think to confine it to the 


morning, or evening only, is to expoſe the ſoul to the 


danger of periſhing for want of breath. 


onſider 2dly, that the pratlice of this continual 


prayer, does not require we ſhould be always 
upon our knees, nor yet that we ſhould have 
a prayer-book in our hands, or be always reciting a 


ſorm of prayer: nor does it any ways break in upon 

our other employments, fo as to be any hindrance to 
them; no not even to our common - converſation, or Si 
recreations ; But it only conſiſts in a certain ſenſe and 
convition of the prelence of God, and in frequent 


convergons 
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converſions of the ſoul to him. Thus, for example, 
ia the beginning of every action, the ſoul ſhould turn 
to her God, (who is always near her, and in the very 
midit or her) by offering up to his honour and glory 
what ſhe is going to do; and, at the ſame time, offering 
her whole ſelf to him: Thus, in the midſt of all her 
actions, and converſations, ſhe ſhould frequently tend to 
him, by aſpirations or breathings of love; and call him 
to her aſſiſtance, by ſhort ejaculatory prayers. This 
way of proceeding will ſanctify all her common per- 


formances, and make them all partake- both of the na- 


ture, and of the benefit of prayer. | 

. Conſider gdly, how diligent the ancient patriarchs 
were in this exerciſe of praying always; ſince the Scrip- 
ture lays, they walked with Cod; and in his fight; which 
implies their ever thinking of him; and having a con- 
ſtant attention to pleaſe him. The like was the prac- 
tice of the fathers of the deſart, and of ſo many other 
Saints, who, even whilſt their hands were at work, 
took care to have their hearts on God. Chriſtians, let us 
imitate theſe ſervants of God: and ſince no time, nor 
place, nor company, nor occupation, can exchude the 
divine immenſity, which fills. heaven and earth; nor 
hinder God, from being ſo near to us, that our very 
ſouls are not more preſent to our bodies, which they 
animate, than God is to the very centre of our ſouls; 
let no time, nor place, nor company, nor occupation, 
divert us from often thinking on him, and often ſpeak- 
ing to him, in our hearts. No converſation can be ſo 
honourable, ſo profitable, or ſo agreeable, as this which 

— hold in the cloſet of our ſouls with our Sovereign 

Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at this inward 


converſation with God, in the midſt of all thy external 


occupations. - In order to this, keep thy mind pure 


from impertinent amuſements, and roving imaginati- 


* 


ons; thy heart from all diſorderly ties and affecti- 


ons to creatures: and God will fill both thy mind and ; 


thy heart, and will eſſectually teach thee to pray al-. 


ways. ; TO. 
eh; nf | FoUuRTH 


356 MEDITATION FOR » 
Four SUNDAY AFTER EASTER; 


On the 4 great com mandment of divine love. 0. 


C \ firk,. thoſe wards. of the divine law: 

quoted, Marl xii. go. Thou ſhalt lobe the Lord thy + 

2 with thy whole Heard, and with thy whole ſoul, 4 
with thy a0 mind, and with thy — rength. urs, 
N Lord, as 2 and the firſt commandinent, 
Xxii. 99, Nes, my ſaul, it is the greatsft of all the 
commandments of of Gad, in his divine eyes; and that-* 
which he takes moſt of all to heart; ſince he has made 
our fouls to his own ima e and likeneſs, for this very 
end, that'we ſhould. love him, and dedicate our whole 
being to his divine love, for 5 0 the time of our pil- G 
image here upon earth.; chat ſo come to le 
appily united to him, in an eternal 11 of love, in 
his heavenly kingdom. O the excellent dignity of this 
divine. cammandment, - which. tends direct aly and im- 
mediately to raiſe our ſouls above this earth, . above 
the heaven of heavens, and the whole created univerſe; / 
and to bring. them o the Cod that made heaven and 
earth, and to unite them to bun, by athod n love, 
boch for time and eternity; ! 

Conſider adly, the incomprekenlible N goodneſs: of 
God, 7 to us in * commandment; in his in- 
ſiſting ſo much upon our lov him; and n bur 

5 3 wich all our power —— union with . Is 
then our love of any conſequenee io him? Or can we 
add any thing to chis happineſs, by loving him? Or will 
he loſe any thing, if we refuſe. FG our, love? And 
what ig there in us, poor little ants, if compared to his: « 
infinite majeſty, that he ſhould concern him elf whether - 

ve love him, or no? .Would:iti not Poe : unſpeaka« 
ble favour to us, that he ſhould even ſulfer us, conſider- 
ing who be.js, and who we; are, to aſpire ſo high as to 
pretend. to his love? But * this great ſhould 
make it à commandinent, and che very frſt and prin- 
cipal of all his commandmenta, that we ſhould love him. + 

2 ſove him witch our whole heart z, that he _ 

CIT gt into this ſtrict league of eternal 


friendſhip 
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friendſhip with him, promiſing all happineſs for eterni- 
ty upon our compliance, and threatening us with moſt 
adful and eternal evils, if we love him not: it is this 
that ſhews forth, and ſets in ſo wonderful alight, the 
neſs of our God, and his love for us; that we 
ould be not only moſt wretched, inſenſible, and un- 
grateful beyond expreſſion, but even, in ſome ſenſe, 
worſe than devils, if we ſhould refuſe him our love. 
Conſider gdly, the excellency of this commandment 
of divine love, with regard to the fruits it brings to our 
fouls. Divine love is the queen. of virtues: ſhe never 
comes alone, but brings all other virtues along with 
her; ſhe gives life to them all: even faith, and hope, 
are dead, when ſhe is not in their company. She brings 
with her the remiſſion of all our ſins : ſhe makes us the 
friends and favourites of the Moſt High: ſhe makes us 
his children, his ſpouſes, - his temples: the is the bond 
of all perfection. O my ſoul, how (glorious it is, how: 
happy, how delightful, to be thus united to thy God by 
a {tri band of friendſhip, and love! O embrace then, 
with all thy 2 this great commandment; which, 
by obliging thee to give thy whole ſelf up to the love of 
. brings down thy God, with all his treaſures, to 
thee! ot r e © ame a TET 
Conclude to make it henceforwardthe buſineſs of thy 
life, to learn this great leſſon of loving God: and as no 
one but God himſelf can effettually teach thee fo ſub- 
lime, and fo divine a ſcience, continually beg of him 
to introduce thee into his ſchool; which he holds in thy 
interiour; and there to be thy maſter. 8 
Mod DAY AFTER THE FOURTH SUNDAY. 
On loving the Lord our God above all thing. 
7 ONSIDER fbrft, the import of theſe words: Tou 
falt love the Lord thy God: and thou ſhalt find in 
them innumerable motives to dedicate thyſelf to divine 
love. For who is this thou art here commanded to love? 
Tax LorD:' that is, the eternal, ſelf exiſtent, incom- 
Fr; and infinite being of beings, who alone 
01. II. F 8; properly 


22 ro 
7 


thine. Yes, be i 


re ect my ſoul um what 
has ſuffered for the love of thee. From the firſt mo- 
ment of his conception, thou waſt always in his heart. 
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properly ©, and who is being itſelf. For all this ig 
implied in chat ineſſable name, which is here rendered: 
Tax Lon p. I am, who am, ſaith he, Exod. iii. 14. 
And, He who is, lauli ent me to you, THE Loks, that is, 
the Creator, and maſter of the whole univerſe; 
of all things viſihle and inviſible: infinitely powerful, 
infinitely wiſe, inſinitely good, infinitely beautiſul; the 
one true good? inſinite in all perfections: 
beauty. and truth itſelf: compared 
= whine: all — elſe are juſt nothing at all. See, 
motives.thou haſt to love this great 
Lord, r himſelf all that is lovely — 
charmi r 
Con 2dly, the motives of divine love implied 
inthoſe-words THY Gon; foraſmuch as they ſignify” 
that this Lord of infinite majeſty is - alſo pleaſed tio be 
God, he is thy firſt beginning, and 
on who has made thee for 
th — th —— thy — 47 
ant ber or, 
th ever faith friend, 
lover: — ; 
ur of U wid le 1 ; 
len from him, and 


pleaſed to give him · 


Ay laſt end: he is 
himſelf; and who 
ſelf to thee: he. 1s 


— + y- ordifitÞ 


His love for thee brought him down from his heavenly 
throne, to take fleſh and blood in the womb of the 
Virgin; his love for thee made him offer up his fleſhand 
bloed on the altar of the croſs, a ſacrifice for thy ſins: . 
his love for thee made him bequeath thee this ſame. 


ſleſh and blood, in an admirable ſacrament, to unite 
thee to himſelf for eternity. And ſhall not all this | 


| oblige theetalore him; nd w love him with thy whole 
R . «4 3% IE Conſider 
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. Conſider gdly, that this love which we owe to our 
God, both as infinitely good in himſelf, and as inft- 
nitely good to us: muſt be a love of preference: that 


is, we muſt love him above all other things whatſoever. 


For he that loves his worldly honour, his intereſt, his 
pleaſure, his own. will, the gratifying his humours 
and paſſions, or the pleaſing of any perſon, how near 
or dear ſoever, more than his God, is not worthy of 
God; but is guilty of high treaſon again him, and of 
a kind of ido try, in preferring the creature before 


the Creator, who is bleſſed for evermore. And not 


only he that prefers any creature before God, but he 


\ 


that even offers to put himſelf, his own-life; his deareſt 
affections, or any thing created, or even the whole 
creation, in balance his God, ſo us to love them 
as much as God, is in like manner unworthy of God. 
and offers him the greateſt outrage imaginable: becauſe 
 the;whole univerſe, compared with God, is a mere 
: and therefore cannot, without an intolerable: 
injury, be put in balance with him. Ahl what muſi 1 
then think of myſelf, when I have ſo often preferred 
e 2 

2 afrmadn leaſt to love che Lord thy 
God above all things; and nothing-elſe with liim, but 
- what thou loveſt for his ſake; and with relation to him. 
_ Cry out with St. Michael, Ques ut Deus f cer ag 
nk nm heart? 


COLOTE AFTER. THE rovarn: Sonar. | 


YONSIDER: Ae 


3 * 
: nr 


vine love calls for, by this great command ment, ie 
chat of our Hen 'My fon, give mee beep; fa 3 
Wiſdom of God, Prov. xxin./ a6. 


that is, of a ſacriſice, in which the whole victim is g 


de oſ the whole Ker, and jn e of» leaf; 


to: God, without reſerve; being firſt ſlain, and then 4d 
eon the altar of God, ra Ha 


MM even 
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even with that fire, which originally came from hea- 
ven, Levit. ix. 24. and which was commanded to be 
kept always burning upon God's altar. Wherefore, in 
this myſtical ſacrifice of love, this heart of ours, in or- 
der to be made a holocauſt, ſhould alſo firſt be ſlain, 
that is, ſhould firſt die to itſelf, and to all its diſorderly 
affections, by mortification and ſelf-denial; and ſo be 
laid on God's altar, to be wholly dedicated and conſe- 
crated to him; and to evaporate, as it were, to him, in 
the flames of divine love; which is the true fire, that 
comes down from heaven, to carry us up thither; and 
which oughtalways to be kept burning in the myſtical 
temple of God in our ſoul. n 
onfider „e. juſt, how reaſonable, how ne- 
ceſſary it is, that we ſhould love our God with our 
hole heart; ſo as to give no part of it away from him: 
ſince it belon wholly to him by all manner of titles. 
He made our heart for himſelf, to be the eternal ſeat, ' 
and the living temple of his love: and he has given it 
a certain be — him, together with an immenſe 
capacity of love, which nothing leſs than God can fill, 
or Lush), He has ſhed his on moſt precious blood, 
to purchaſe our heart; to cleanſe it for himſelf, and to 
fill it with his love. It bas been ſolemnly dedicated, 
ſanttiſied, and conſecrated to him, at our baptiſm. He 
1 has ſent his divine Spirit to take poſſeſſion of it; to | 
T1 make it his kingdom, and to eſtabliſh his throne in it. | 
2 It muſt be then a moſt crying injuſtice, if we offer | 
| il to alienate any part of our heart from hum, who | 
| claims it all, upon ſo many titles. O Chriſtians! let us } 
give him what 1s his, without reſerve: let us divert no 
rt of this ſmall heart of ours away from the immenſe 
# of heaven and earth: it would be a ſacrilege to 
| | atiempt it. | * 


Conſider gdly, that the love of God will. not admit 

LN of a divided : he will not ſuffer a rival in his 

kingdom, a partner in his throne, or an idol in his 

temple. - Our God is a jealous God, and therefore, if 

we follow any other lovers, we loſe his love, and drive 

my ſoul, who is chis — © 3 
* | thou 15 


1 — 4 —_ 


him away from us. Alas 
Ws te 


* wh 
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chou wouldft aſſociate with God in thy heart? Is it thy 
worldly pride, thy carnal affeftions, thy ſenſual ineli- 


nations 7 Aſſure thyſelf his love cannot endure ſuch 
com as this. Or is it ſame favourite creature, 


which t art unwilling to diflodge, from the place it 


has occupied in thy heart? Ah! the bed is too narrow; 
it will not hold two; thou muſt either part with the 


creature or the Creator. He loves God too little, who 
loves any thing elſe with him, which he does not love 
= _ or his fake, and with ſubordination to the love 
of him: 8 ere 4 e Rs Ay 
Conclude to love thy friend in God, and thy enemy 
for God's ſake; and all ſuch things as thou mayeſt law. 


fully love, according to the meaſure and rule preſeribed 
by divine love: thus no love of the creature will 


take off any part of thy heart from the love of the 


Creator: thus thou ſhalt love him with thy whole heart. 


* 


— 


7 


| WEDNESDAY AFTER THE FOURTH SUNDAY. 
+. On loving God with our whole foul: 


*FNONSIDER firſt; that we are not only to love 
God with our whole heart; that is, with our whole 


aſſection: but alſo with our whole /oul; that is, by ap- 


-plying, and employing all the powers of our foul, in his 
"Wing love and feovieg: becauſe he made theſe ſouls 
of ours after his own —_ — likeneſs, for this very 


end, that 8 be wholly dedicated to his love; 


and might turn al | 
him, 10 ſerve and glorify him for ever. Bring then, 


their powers and faculties towards 
my ſoul, bring all thy powers to thy God, and oblige 


them all to bow down to this divine law of love, and 


ardently to embrace its happy ſervice; which will en- 
noble and perfect them all. O let thy underſtanding 
be ever direfted, by its bright light, into the ways of 


truth! The light of divine love will expel the dark 


miſts raiſed by thy paſhons and ſelf-love, which fo often 


_ over-cloud thee, and make thee go aſtray. Let thy 


memory be ever recolletted by divine love. Let a 

thy words and aftions, let all thy defires, be ever 

8 . . guided 
* [Ifaia xxvili. 20. 3 


—— 
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guided and actuated by this heavenly charity. O bleſſed 
ingdom of divine love, when wilt thou come to me, 
and take full poſſeſſion of my whole on . 
_ Conſider 2dly, chat as the will is that ruling power 
of the ſoul, which is the proper ſeat of love; ſo it is the 
will, amongſt all the powers of the ſoul, that ought, in 
a ſpecial manner, to be dedicated and conſecrated to 
divine love. The. will ever has good for the object of 
her love; ſoasnotto be able to love, or embrace, any 
was 4 but under the form, or appearance at leaſt, of 
good. Now God alone is the true and ſovereign good; 
ang he alone can ſatisfy the inbred appetite ſhe has for 
1. In the love of him alone ſhe finds herſelf hap- 
py: all other loves do but impoſe upon her, and de- 
- ceive her with empty airy appearances. Therefore, 
for his ſake, and becauſe he is infinitely good in him- 
elf; as well as for her own ſake, and becauſe he is her 
only true and ſover:tgn good; ſhe ought to give her 
whole ſelf up to his heavenly -love. 0 how happy is 
that will, that is thus wholly dedicated to the love of 
God! How happy is that will, that is the eternal ſervant 
f — — makes a — on "Y 
hole li roperty to the all - wiſe, all- powe | | 
and ever-lovin will of God! tres oth $2.4 . 8 
3 Conſider 3dly, how the pattern of divine love, 
A Chriſt our Saviour, began the work of our re- 
emption, by devoting his Whole will, without reſerve, 
and with all the ardour of his ſoul, to do, and to love, 
the bleſſed will of his Father, Hear how he — | 
himſelf, H. xxxix. 8, 9. Then ſaid I. Behold 1 come. 
In the head of the book it is written of me,. that 1 ſhould 
do thy will: 0 my God I have defired it, and I have thy 
law in the might of my heart, This will of his. Father was 
during his whole lite, the continual object of his love; 
the ſubje& of all his thoughts ; the motive of all his 
wards and actions; he loved it ſa that it Was his very 
food; he laid down his life. for the love gf it. And 
didſt not thou alſo, my foul, come into this. world.ta 
do, and to loye, the will of God? Is not thy will given . 
thee for this end? Haſt thou any other bulineſs * 


* 
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Js it not alſo written of thee in the book of life, that 
thou ſhouldſt do the will of God ? And canſt thou ſay 
with thy Saviour, O my God, it is what I have willed, 
and defired, in the midſt of my heart ! O take heed, leſt 
if thy will fall from this love of the will of God, and of 
his holy law, thy name be blotted out of the book of life, 
which, in effect, is the ſame as the book of love. 

Conclude to dedicate thy whole ſoul, with all its 
powers, to the love of God; and eſpecially to make 
over thy will to him, without reſerve. This is a devo- 

tion tlie moſt ſolid, and the moſt ſecure ; the moſt a- 
greeable to God, and the moſt advantageous to thy. 
ſelf. | | 


THURSDAY AFTER THE FOURTH SUNDAY. 
: On loving God tnth our whole mind. 
ONSIDER firſt, that our whole mind ought alfo 
to be conſecrated to divine love according to the 
import of that greateſt and ' firſt commandment of our 
heavenly lover. Now the mind is the ſeat of thought, 
and conſequently, of — n, meditation, and re- 
collection in God. Wherefore, to love God with our 
whole mind, is to have our thoughts ever turned towards 
him; to conſider him; to meditate daily upon him, and 
his truths; and upon all that relates to him, or helps to 
bring the ſoul to him; to walk always in his preſence ; 
and to keep ourſelves recollected in the remembrance of 
him. This love of the whole mind was required of all 
the ſervants of God, even in the old law; and much 
more in the new, which is the law of love. Thou ſhalt 


houſe, and walking on thy journey, feing and ing: 


write them on the door poſts, and on the doors 9 12 


„„ „ 2 © See the Hebrew Text. 
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houſe. See, my ſoul, how ſtrongly thy God inculcates 
the perpetual remembrance of him and of his divine 
law, but more eſpecially of the great commandment of 
love, which is the fulfi] ing of the whole law. See how 
be da ara that thy. whole mind ſhould be ever full of 
Conſider 2dly, how reaſonable and juſt it is, that we 
' ſhould love our God with our whole mind, by ever re- 
membering and thinking on him. He always remem- 
bers us, and thinks on us: his eye is always upon us: 
from all eternity we have ever had a place in his eter- 
-nal mind; in which he- has cheriſhed us with infinite 
love: and ſhall we refuſe him the place he calls for in 
our mind; or put him off. with any thing leſs than our 
"whole mind ? Alas! what worthleſs things are we ! How 
unworthy that this great Gad ſhould give us any place 
in his thoughts, or concern himſelf at all about us! 
But O my foul, let us never be ſo wretched, ſo ungrate- 
ful, ſo wicked, (fince he is pleaſed to ſhew ſo much 
love to us) as to ſuffer any more every empty toy, e- 
very idle roving imagination, every vain amuſement to 
take place of him in our mind, and baniſh him from 
our ghis. We cannot be without thinking of ſome- 
thing all the day long: and what can we think of ſo 
noble, ſo deſirable, fo lovely, ſo charming, ſo profita- 
« ble, ſo delightful, as our God ? What are we then do- 
ing., when we let whole days paſs in thinking of every 
thing elſe but him? Surely this can never be loving him 
with our moe mind: or indeed loving him at all: for 
where the treaſure is we love, there both our heart and 
bag re 5 a, 8 = . 
God in our 2 by a recollection of __ =} 
remembrance of his preſence. It is a powerlul reſtraiut 
to keep us from all ſin: it is a tual ſpur to make 
us run on in the way of virtue: it furniſhes us with 
counſel in our doubts ; comfort in our afflictions; en- 
| ement in our labours; defence againſt all our 
enemies; proteHion in all dangers : it enlivens, our faith, 
- animates our hope, gives a continual encreale to divine 
. n charity. 
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charity, and brings us, in ſome meaſure, into heaven, 
-whilſt we are here living upon earth; by 2 
us in the company of God, inveſted as it were with him 
on all ſides, and employed about him, by contemplation 
and love. O how true it is, that, as diſſipation of 
thought, and forgetfulneſs of God, is the ſource of all 
our evils; ſo recolleftion of the mind in God is the 
fource of all our good O how happy then are thoſe 
ſouls that always ſeek' in this manner, the face of the 
Lord, and turn their whole mind to him and his love ! 
Conclude to baniſh from - thee, all impertinent 
thoughts, and vain amuſements, all roving imaginations 
and uſeleſs ſchemes, which have too often hitherto oc- 


In avon thy mind, and ſhut out thy God: and then thy 
e 


oved will quickly return to thee, and make thy ſoul 
his Paradiſe. | „„ | 


"FrniDAY AFTER THE FOURTH SUNDAY. 
+. Ou loving God with our whole flrength.” 


'(ONSIDER firſt, that the great precept of divine 


love claims alſo our whole ftrength: Thou ſhalt love 


the Lord thy. God with all thy frength. As "then, by 


7 


virtue of the commandment. of loving God with our 
whole mind, we are bound to give him our thoughts ; ſo, 
by being commanded to love him with our whole V. 
we are to give him alſo our words and actions. We 


ourſelves are his, and that by many titles: and we 


were made by him alone, and for him alone; and there- 


ſore as the whole fund is his, fo alſo ought the hole 


222 as the tree is his, ſo ought all the fruit to grow 
for him: it would be a crying injuſtice to alienate it 
from him. Wherefore the love of God is not only to 


reſide in our heart, to reign in all the powers of our 
: foul, and to fill our mind, but 
in our whole converſation; and to regulate all our 


ought alfo to ſhew itſelf 


words and actions; ſa as to give to each one of them 


its due perfection. And this is loving God with our 


whole ſtrength, . 


- 


Conſid er, 
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Conſider adly, that the true love of God is like a 


fire which cannot lie idle; neither does it content it- 
felf with affeflion only; it always proceeds to efeds. 
It works great things, when occalion and opportunity 
_ ferve; and, when theſe are wanted, it will do wonders at 
leaſt, by the perfection it will give even to the leaſt, and 
moſt ordinary, of our actions. Thus conſtant aiming at 
perfection, in our daily and ordinary actions is one of the 
. moſt important leſſons of a ſpiritual life: and is the true 
practice of loving God with our whole ffrength. Now this 
perfection of our ordinary actions depends upon the puri- 
ty and perſection of the intention, from which theſe ac- 
tions flow. The intention is pure, when it aims at 
God alone; it is perfect, when it does all for the love of 
God, and for the greater glory of God. Whether you 
eat or drink, or whatſoever elſe you do; do all to the glory 
of God; ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Gor. x. 31. The meaneſt 
action in life is ennobled by this intention; it becomes 
even an att of divine love; and a new ſtep to unite the 
ſoul with God. So that the rradieſt way to come to 
love 'God, with all our „is to direct the whole 
of our common actions to him by the pure and 
intention of ever doing his holy will, and pro- 
© Conſider 3dly, that, in order to love God with al/ 


dur by the perſeſtion of our ordinary actions, 
— 2 — 5 intention, which ought both to 
before, and to accompany, all we do or ſay; we 
— ſhould alfo labour, in the progrels of all our actions and 
converſations, to-ſeaſon them, as it were, and to ſancti. 
_ fy them, by the exerciſe of frequent aſpirations of di- 
vine love. This ay be praftiſed by often turning our 

- fouls, on every occaſion, to our beloved, conſidered as 
-Intimately preſent within us; by longing after him; 
_ © offering our whole ſelves to him; rejoicing in his glory; 
5 begging for the advancement of the kingdom of his love, 
doch in ourſelves, and in the whole world; and lament- , 
ing to ſee him every where ſo muck offended, and his 
love ſo much flighted Sc. Nothing contributes more 
: : e N . i - 


** 
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to advance the ſoul in the love of God, than a diligence 
in this exerciſe. | 
Conclude to ſeaſon all thy actions, in this manner, 
with divine love, both by beginning them with a pure 
intention for the glory of God; and accompanying 
them with frequent acts of love; thus thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole flrength. 


SATURDAY AFTER THE FOURTH SUNDAY. 


On returning love for love. 


ONSIDER firſt, that, beſides the moſt preſſing. 
motives we have to love God, by reaſon of his 
own infinite beauty and perfection, and the infinite 
charms that all center in him, to command our love: 
beſides all thoſe attractions, which are found in his in- 
finite mercy, his infinite bounty, his infinite wiſdom, + 
his infinite truth, Sc. which are all inftaitely amiable, - 
beyond all that can be exprefſed, or conceived by the 
heart of man: beſides alſo, that all our happineſs is 
found in him: and that his love is our greateſt honoxr, 
our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt pleaſure; and that 
which alone can bring us to our ſovereign Good, Even: 
d the poſſeſſion of God himſelf: in fine, beſides that 
7 the whole creation in general, and every creature in 
particular, calls upon us to love God, and publiſhes . 
aloud his infinite power, wiſdom, and goodnels, to en- 
gage us to love him; a generous ſoul finds a moſt ſtrong ; 
and urgent motive to love God, in the conſideration . 
of the love that he has for us; and has bad for us, from 
all eternity; and the innumerable benefits he has be- - 
ſtowed upon us, in conſequence of this eternal love. 
And yet, O ſtrange ingratitude and inſenſibilityl the 
far greateſt part of poor mortals, notwithſtanding all 
theſe numberleſs motives of love, are fil! cold, inthe « 
midſt of fo much fire which ſurrounds them, as it were, 
on all ſides; they ſtill refuſe a return of love; and ſtill - 
prefer the meaneſt of theſe earthly toys, and even mere 
-&* filth, before their moſt Jovi: 5 and moſt lovely God. 
| 0 ye heavens be aftonifhed, at ſo much baſeneſs, fo much 
blindneſs, and ſo much wiekedneſs! Conſider 


* 1 
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Conſider 2dly, what kind of love this is, that God 
bears to us. He has loved us firjt: his love is anicent; 
his love has no beginning; his love is eternal; his love 
is continual; his thought and heart is always upon us: 
His love is moſt faithful and conflant: his love never 
ſorſakes them, that do not firſt forſake his love. His 
love 1s moſt generous; it imparts all good to his be- 
loved; it prepares an eternal kingdom — them; it gives 
them himſelf for „ 245% His love is moſt pure and 
diſintereſted; he defires no other return from his belov- 
ed, but their love: and this, not for any ſervice it will 
do to him; (for it can do him none) but to unite them 
to himſelf, and make them happy. In fine his love is 
infinite, both in its origin, which is himſelf. and in its 
communications, by giving us an eternal and infinite 
good, which is alſo Himſeff. O, my ſoul, ſtand aſtonith- 
ed to ſee that that this great God, this boundleſs 
Majeſty, ſhould have ſuch a love for thee! O give him, 
in return for his love, all that thou canſt give him, by 
loving him with all thy power: and he will be thine 
forever. C | 
Conſider gdly, the benefits, as well general as particu- 
{ar, that we have received, and daily do receive, from 
the infinite goodneſs of this our eternal lover. He is 
the author of all our good: our very being, our whole 
* ſoul and body is his gift. He has preſerved us, he has 
* nouriſhed and cheriſhed us, from the firſt moment of 
* our conception to this hour: he has defended us from 
* a thouſand evils, He has given his Angels a charge 
over us. He has ſent his own Son from heaven for 
us; to deliver us from ſin and hell; and to procure 
all mercy, grace, and ſalvation for us. The whole life 
* of the Son of God upon earth was employed in ſerving 
* us: he ſuffered for us the very worſt of torments; he 
* ſhed all his moſt precious blood for the love of us. He 
has left with us all manner of helps, in order to brin 

* us to himſelf, and to his heavenly kingdom: his ny 
his church, his ſacrifice, his ſacraments, his body and 
* blood, his graces, his inſpirations, &c, He has even 
then heaped favours upon us, and kept us from * 
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«and hell, when we were his enemies by mortal ſin: 
he has waited for us with infinite patience, he has call. 
+ ed us back with an infinite tenderneſs; he has receiv. 
ed us with open arms, when we have returned to him; 
and has mercifully overlooked all our follies, all our 


diſloyalties, all our ingratitude and repeated treaſons 


* againſt him: beſides many inſtances of his particular 
* providence, which every one of us has met with, in 
«* {ome part or other of our life. And ſhall not all theſe, 
and innumerable other benefits and favours, oblige us 
to love him? O! bleſſed by all creatures, be his good- 
* nels forever !' e TRIALS 

Conclude to have thy thought and heart always upon 
him, whoſe love is always heaping favours upon thee ; 


and to make a perpetual return of love to thy eternal 
lover. | 


Ro ATION SUNDAY. 


On the devotion of the time. 


ONSIDER firſt, that theſe days, between this 
Sunday, and the aſcenſion of our Lord, are da 


of devotion: and are called Rogatton-days ; becauſe they 


are ſet aſide by the church, for ſolemn prayers, and 
ſupplications, joined with abſtinence, and penance; in 
order to turn away the wrath of God, provoked by our 
ſins; to remove far from us his ſcourges, of wars, 

lagues, famines, Sc. to implore his mercy, for our- 
ſelves and for all his people; and to beg his bleſſing 
upon the fruits of the earth. As the fil inſtitution af 
the devotion of theſe days was occaſional by a terrible 
ſcene of diſaſters, and viſible judgments of God upon 
the people; to which a ſtop was put, by dedicating theſe 
three days to prayer, and penance ;" ſo the ſucceſs, that 
attended this firſt eſſay, encouraged the church to 
an annual practice of the like devotion ever ſince. 
Hence we may learn, with what diſpoſitions of ſoul we 
ought to preſent ourſelves hefore the throne of grace 
at this time; with what a lively ſenſe of the guilt of our 
fins, and of the judgments we deſerve for them both 
Vor. U. 3 G here 


of 
= 
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here, and hereafter; with what deſire to return to God 
from our ſins, and to 6ffer him the ſacrifice of a contrite 
and humble heart for them; and to join, as it were, in 
a body, at this time, with the whole people of God, in 
fuing, in a praper manner, for his mercy, with moſt 
humble ſupplications, and fervent prayers. See, my 
{oul, if theſe be thy diſpoſitions. | 
* Conſider 2dly, that, although we do not every day 

feel the heavy hand of divine juſtice, by the experience 

of public calamities. or other viſible judgments, yet, if 
we conſider the guilt of fo many crying ſins, not only 
of particular perſons, but even of whole nations, which 

are continually calling to God for vengeance, we ſhall 
find too much reaſon to apprehend that the ſword of 
God's juſtice is even now hanging over our heads; and 
that the worſt of his judgements will quickly fall upon 
Chriſtendom in general; if nat averted by prayer 
ang penance. This conſideration ought to determine 
all Chriſtians in general, (even the moſt innocent, if 
they have any concern for the publick danger, or true 
charity for the ſouls of their neighbours) gladly to em- 
brace ſo happy an opportunity as this of joining with all 
the children of God in humiliations, and prayer, in 
order to prevent the thunder of heaven from ſuddenly 
breaking over our heads; and hurrying away thouſands 
into the bottomleſs pit. And as for every particular 
ſinner, now is the moſt favourable time, for him to ſue 
for mercy, becauſe at this timę the whole church joins, 


in a particular manner, in praying for all ſinners. And 


if he ſhould neglect this opportunity, what may he not 
juſtly fear from his repeated treaſons; from the wrath of 
God above, ready to fall upon him; from the mouth o 


hell below, gaping to devour -him; from the devil, 
to whom be has f 
mortal fin, (Which is even worſe than the devil) which 
he always garries about with him? O ſinners neglett not 
theſe days of ſalvation, left they never return to you any 


old himſelf, and from that monſter 


oc, Now is your time, hereafter there may be no 
time tor yon, | 
| Conſider 


EVREY DAY IN THE YEAR. 71 


Conſider gdly, the encouragement we have, both in 
the epiſtle and the goſpel of the Rogations, to look for 
mercy, and for all good, both for ourſelves, and for our 
neighbours, from humble and fervent prayer. In the 
epiltle (St. James v.) we are taught the great efficacy of 
continual prayer, with an exhortation to pray for one 
another, in order to ſalvation: and a declaration of what 
the reward will be of them that contribute to the ſalva- 
tion of others. In the goſpel (Ste Luke xi.) we are ex- 
horted by Chriſt our Lord, tb a holy importunity and 
perſeverance in prayer; and we are taught, by the ex- 
ample of a friend, and of a father, to look for good 
gifts from our heavenly Father, by the means of earneſt 
prayer; O what a friend indeed, what a parent have 
we in him! Or who is like to him in bounty and mercy ? 
Let us then be encouraged by theſe divine oracles, to go 
_ with confidence at this lime to the throne of grace: that 
; une _ merty; and find grate in ſcaſonablt aid, 

ebr. iv. 16: | . 

Conclude to join at this time with the whole chtjtch = 
of God in prayer and penance, that thou may ſt obtain 
meicy both for thyſelf, and for thy neighbours. Hea- 


ven can never reſiſt a general aſſault, made by the whole 


people of God, by the means of prayer, when joined 
with a contrite and humble heart. | 


-  RoGATION-MonDAY. 5 

On the means of attaining to the love of Cod- 

ONSIDER firſt, that, as the defire of wiſdom is 
the true beginning of wiſdom ; ſo the firſt ſtep to 
the love of God, (which is true wiſdom indeed) is an 
- earneſt deſire to love God. Bleſſed are they that hunger 
and thirſt after this heavenly ſuſlice: for they ſhall be 
filled, Matt. v. This defire makes us pray fervently, ſeek * 
inceſſantly, knock earneſtly, at the gate of divine love. 
It makes us riſe early in queſt of this heavenly wiſdom; 
it makes us glad to part with all things elſe, that we may 
purchaſe this precious pearl; that we may acquire this 
incomparable treaſure. = that with this defire, aſpires 
| 2 ; after 


cle flint, to all others a fountain ſealed vp, for 
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after divine love, already begins to poſſeſs what he de- 
ſires: and the more he reliſhes the ſweetneſs of what he 

| _—_ to poſſeſs, the more he aſpires after it. Thus the 
deſire of love begets love: and love begets a ſtronger 
deſire; which begets a ſtronger love. So that the great 
means of learning to love God, is, by repeatied deſires 
and acts of love, to taſte and fee how ſweet God is; 
and how ſweet a thing it is to love him. 

Conſider 2dly, that divine love will not be found by 
us, nor come to dwell in our ſouls, if we take no care 
to Keep our inward houſe clean and pure for our belov- 
ed. Bl. ſed are the clean of heart; 7 they ſhall fee God. 
Matt. v. So that if we entertain in our interiour any | 

. 5 -nny company; that is, if our affettions are ſet — 

worldly vanities, upon filthy lucre, upon ſenſual plea- 
fures, upon gratifying our corrupt .inclmations ; divine 
love will not come near us: becauſe it cannot endure 
luch unclean company as this, nor dwell ina ſoul that is 
enſlaved to worldly deſires, and diſorderly paſhons. 
Theſe are to be parted with, or at leaſt brought into 
order and ſubjection, if we would learn to love God. 
This is the meaning of that Goſpel lefſon of ſelling all, 
tu acquire the precious pearl of the kingdom of God, 
by his love reigning in our ſouls. The kingdom of di- 
vine love will allow of no rival, no uſprper, no rebel 
in its dominions. The ſpouſe of divine love muſt be. 
long wholly to her ſpouſe alone, ſhe muſt be rings, 
im a- 

lone. Cantzc. iv. So that another necellary means of 

attaining to divine love, is a general mortification of all 

foreign and irregular affections. e 
Conſider gdly, that the ſovereign means of acquiring 
divine love is the daily exerciſe of mental prayer; 
which employs all the powers of the ſoul in waiting up- 
on God. Here the memory repreſents all the motives 
we have to love him; here the underſtanding is taught 
to know him: here the affeftions of the uni are en- 
flamed at his preſence : this then is the true ſchool of 
love. O my ſoul, let us daily frequent it; not only by 
having a regular time fixed for this great EO” of 
| | " ove, 
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love, but by practiſing it in ſome meaſure at all times; 
by a ſpirit of recollettion; by a continual ſenſe and re- 
membrance of God's preſence ; by frequently calling 
back the ſoul to him from all her diſtraftions and eva- 
gations; by repeated aſpifations and ejaculations of 
love, &c. This is walking with God indeed, like the 
ancient Saints; this is taking God along with us, 
wherever we are going; and whatever we are doing ; 
this is walking in love. O how happy is that life which 
is thus dedicated to divine love. > 

Conclude to embrace all the means that may bring 
thee to this happineſs. O begin now from this hour 
to ſet out in . of this fountain of Life !. Let no op- 
poſition of earth or hell diſcourage thee. Never leave , 
off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink of this heavenly 
water; which will become in thee a fountain ſpringing 
up to everlaſting life. | 


RooATION-Tuzs DAV. 
| On ads of divine love. 

FNONSTDER firſt, that the love of God, is like a 

fire: its nature is to be always in motion, and al- 
ways tending upwards, towards its heavenly element; 
it quickly expires, and dies, if it lies idle. herefore 
if we would keep it alive, we muſt nourthh it, and blow 
It up, by frequent acts of love: and thofe not mere 
verbal acts; by telling God that we love him, whilft 
our heart perhaps 1s 4 from him: but by the real ex- 
erciſe of loving God, both in our heart, and in our 
works. We exerciſe the love of God in our heart, by 
affection; we exerciſe the love of God in our works, 
by effects. We love God with a love of chaſte concu- 
piſcence, when in heart and work, we tend to him as 
our ſovereign good, and aſpire after the eternal enjoy- 
ment of him. We love him with a love of benevolence, 
that is, of ſincere and perfect friendſhip and charity, 
when both in keart, and work, we give our whole ſelves, 
with all out thoughts, words, and deeds, and all things 
elſe to ham; «as being > a good in himſelf. It is 

* 3 ' 


juſt 


74 . MEDITATIONS FOR -- 


juſt we ſhould exerciſe ourſelves in acts of the love of 
.God, in both theſe ways; as in both theſe ways, he is 
infinitely amiable ; but more eſpecially that we ſhould 
tend to love him with the /ove of benevolence, by giving 
ourſelves, and all things, to him. | 

Conſider adly, that benevolence is à love, by which 
we wiſh all manner of good to the perſon beloved : a. 
love, by which we earneſtly ſeek and procure whatever 
may be for his honour, intereſt, or pleaſure : by which 
we delight in all his advantages; and are concerned at 
all his loſſes, Sc. Whetefore, if we would make 
proper acts of the love of benevolence towards God; we 
mult defire, feek, and procure, as much as lies in us, 


the greater henour and glory of his name; and the 


Propagation of his kingdom, both in our own hearts, 
-and — the whole world; and pray that all 
men may know him, love him, and ſerve him: we 
muſt rejoice at every thing that is agreeable to his 2 
will; and be concerned at every thing that offene 
him. This is the proper exerciſe of the love of benc- 
volence; theſe are far better acts of divine charity, 
than merely telling God that we love him. My fonl, 
what are thy — Doſt thou ſincerely deſirxe, 
and heartily pray, that all the world may know, love, 
and ſerve thy God: that all his creatures, in heaven 
and earth, may give perpetual glory to him: that the 
Teign of fin may be aboliſhed; and that the kingdom 
of God may take poſleſſion of all hearts: that none 
may reſiſt or rebel againſt his orders; but that all may 
embrace, and bow down, and adore his divine will? If 
Jo, there is no doubt but thou loveſt God. Such as 
theſe are perfect acts of the love of God. 


Conſider gdly, that the exerciſe of the love of God, 


which, above all others, is recommended in holy Scrip- 
tutes, is the loving his divine law, and the qi ing bis 
commandments Tig is the charity (that is, the love) 


of God, that we Rep his commandments, 1 John v. g. 


e that keepeth his word, in hum, in very deed, the cla- 
Ty of G — chap, ii. 35. The beloved diſci- 
ple continually recommends the atis of this Kind of di- 
| | vine 


LY 
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vine love: and the were are full of aſpirations, or 
breathings, of a ſoul that is in love with the holy law 
and commandments of God. This devotion to the 
commandments of God is loving God indeed, with a 
true and eſſectual love: becauſe it is giving up, for his 
ſake, what is moſt dear to us, biz. our own will and 
liberty, and making a preſent of it to him: it is giving 
him what he chieſly calls for at our hands: whatſo- 
ever elſe we give him can.never content him. He al- 
ways 22 the ſacrifice of obedience before all 
other lacrifices; becauſe here we ſacnfice to him our 
own dear will, and immolate it, as it were, to his ho- 
nour and glory. This kind of love is the ſafeſt from 
illuſions: for whoſoever loves the commandments of 
God, and his divine will; and makes all that is in him 
ſubmit thereunto : moſt certainly loves God, and is in 
the right way that willbring him ſafe to God. No othe 
devotion, without this, can ſecure any man, * 

Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf daily in all theſe ways 
of loving God: and ever remember, that loving God, 
and keeping his commandments, go always hand in 
hand: becaufe we cannot love God, without loving his 
wall, notified to us by his commandments. 


RoGATION-WEDNESDAY. 


On other exerciſes of the love of God. 


ONSIDER firſt, that divine love is alſo exer- 
ciſed in the eg way, by ſouls, that like 
Megdalene, (of whom our Lord pronounced that many 

fins were forguven her, becauſe ſue loved much) go daily 
to the feet of Chriſt in ſpirit, to waſh them with their 
tears, flowing from a heart, full of a ſenſe of the infinite 
goodneſs of God, and of a deep regret for having of- 
fended that infinite goodneſs by their fins. This exer- 
ciſe of penttenttal love, as we ſee in the caſe of Magda- 
lene, is moſt acceptable to our Lord, and moſt eſſectual 
for obtaining the diſcharge of all our fins: and, if dili- 
genily purſued, is we of advancing, even thoſe 
tliat have been the greateſt ſinners, to a high degree of 


virtue 
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virtue and ſanctity. And whoſoever has forfeited his -- 
baptiſmal innocence, by mortal fin, if he would follow 
the rules of Chriſtian prudence, in chooſing the ſaſeſt 
way, in a caſe where his all is at ſtake, ſhould endea- 
vour to purſne this exerciſe of 8 love, and ne- 
ver end it but with his life. Thus did all thoſe great 
ram of old, who became afterwards ſuch glorious 
aints. And this kind of exerciſe of love will become 

in a manner natural, to all ſuch as have a right fenſe of 
what God is, and what fin is; and of the dreadful evil 
they have been guilty of in offending, though it were 

but once in their life, ſo great and ſo good a God. 
Confider 2dly, that there are alſo other ways of 
mourning, in which we may exerciſe a love of God, 
moſt agreeable to him, and beneficial to ourſelves, As, 
when we fit down at the foot of the croſs; and there 
contemplating the extreme anguiſh and diſtreſs, the 
ſtripes, and wounds, the racking pains, and torments, 
of our dear Redeemer. with all that complication of 
ſufferings in all kinds, which he endured in his paſſion 
for the love of us; we excite in our ſouls ſuitable af- 
fefiions of an ardent love in the way of compaſſion, 
for our crucified lover, and feed this fire with tears, 
flowing at the ſight of his blood, which, as it ſhews forth 
in the moſt ſenſible manner, his tender aſſettion for us, 
ſo it moſt ſtrongly calls for a return of our love, ac- 
companied with a bitter grief to ſee our beloved treated 
with ſo much cruelty, and contempt. Upon the ſame 
1 of the concern that every true lover has to 
e the outrages offered to his beloved, we may allo 
exerciſe a love moſt agreeable to our Lord, in mourn- 
ing for the innamerable ſins, that are daily committed 
againſt him, throughout the Whole world: to ſee his 
infinite goodneſs ſlighted; his ſacred laws, and ordi- 
nances, trodden — foot; his mercies continually 
abuſed, and his moſt adorable majeſty treated with the 
atmoſt contempt, by poor blind mortals, made by him, 
and for him, redeemed by the blood of his Son, and 
loaded with innumerable favours, to engage them to 
love him, and ſerve him. Oh! how can wy true 
OVer 
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lover of God endure to ſee theſe outrages offered to 
his infinite majeſty, without having his heart perfectly 
broken with grief, to ſee his love thus abuſed. 

Couſider gdly, that, beſides theſe exerciſes of the 
love of benevolence in the penitential and compaſſionate 
way; there is another moſt perfect exerciſe ot love, 
and which comes the neareſt to the love of the bleſſed 
in heaven; and that is in the way of joy and congrata- 
lation: as when we rejoice. in God, and in his bound- 


leſs perfettions: when we are delighted to think that he 


is what he is; infinitely good, infinitely boly, infimtely 
happy, infinitely perfect: that he is the ſovereign Lord 
of all; and that nothing can be added to him, — 
he is every way infinite. O what a comfort, what a 
pleaſure, what a joy it is to a true lover of God, to 
think that whatſoever may come to himſelf, or to any 
other thing in the world; his love at leaſt, whom he 
loves without compariſon more than himſelf, and all 
things elſe, will always be infinitely glorious, infinitely 
rich, and infimtely heppy! O how like is this love to 
that of the! lefled, even to that love that makes them 
bleſtled, which is an eternal joy in God, and in all the 
beauties and perictticns they contemplate in him: This 
is their eternal delight. ? BEET SHOE 

Conclude to * — thyſelf, for time and eternity, 
to this moſt perſett love of God. Make it thy em- 
ployment here, and it will be thy eternal reward here- 
after. In the mean time, labour alſo to promote, as 
much as thcu canſt, upon every occaſion, the praiſe and 
glory of thy Maker, the intereſts of his kingdom, the 
tulſilling his will, as well in thyſelf, as in all others: be 
concerned at every thing that diſpleaſes him; put thy 
heart continually in his hands: give thyſelf, and all 
things elſe, to him, a hundred times in the day. Such 
atts as theſe, frequently repeated in the day, will enſure 
to thee the rich treaſure of divine love: ty ſuch exer- 
ciſes, thou wilt effetiually chooſe the better part which 
will never be taken from thee. 625 * | 
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ASCENSION-DAY. 


On the Aſcenſion of our Lord. 


ONSIDER firſt, that our Lord, after having em- 
ployed forty days upon earth, to comfort and en- 
courage his diſciples; to confirm them in the faith of 
his reſurrection; and to inſtruct them in the myſteries 
of his kingdom: on the fortieth day, -taking them out 
with him to mount Olivet, lifted up his — and gave 
them his bleſſing; and fo aſcended up viſibly to hea- 
ven, before their eyes, till a cloud interpoſed, and took 
| him out of their fight. Bow thyſelf down, my ſon], to 
receive with joy and gratitude this bleſſing of thy Sa- 
viour, a/cending now to his Father, and to thy Father; 
follow him in ſpirit, and contemplate the triumphs and 
Joy of all the heavenly legions, that come out to meet 
him, and attend him to his Father's throne : ſee how 
he brings along with him all the patriarchs, prophets, 
and ſpirits of So Juſt, into thoſe regions of eternal bliſs, 
and py them to his Father, as the firſt fruits of his 
purchaſe, which he had made upon earth, with his pre- 
cious blood. See with joy thy kuman nature, in the 
2 of thy Lord, raiſed above all the Cberubims and 
raphims; and ſeated at the right hand of God: and 
exerciſe thyſelf, upon this e e in acis of love, in 
the way of congratulation, and of rejoicing at the exal- 
tation, and at the triumphs of thy Saviour, | 
Conſider 2dly, that our Lord, by his aſcenſion, has 
taken poſſeſſion of the kingdom of heaven, not only for 
himſelf, but alſo for us. He purchaſed this kingdom 
for us with his own blood : he opened the 2 of it 
by his death; he ſhewed us the way to it by his re- 
ſurrettion; and, by his aſcenſion, has given us, as it 
were, an earneſt of our coming one day to reign there 
with him. He is our head; we are «his men.bers: it 
is but natural that where the head is, there the mem- 
bers ſhould alſo be: it would be unnatural; it would 
be keeping them in a ſtate of violence; to keep them 
ſeparaie rom their head. M hat comfort then to 
Chriſtian 


— 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR, 79 


Chriſtian ſouls to ſee their head, by this myſtery of his 
aſcenſion into heaven, raiſed to the higheſt ſeat in that 


eternal kingdom; in order to draw them thither after 


him; and, in the mean time, preparing a place for 
them there: that he may, in proper time, come and 
take them to himſel, that where he ts, they alſo may be. 
St. John xiv. | 
Conſider gdly, what further motives we have for re- 
joicing at the afcenſion of our Lord, when we reflect 
that he has entered into heaven, in quality of our pa- 
rent, of our friend, of our advocate and mediator, of 
our high prieſt, &c. O what encouragements are here 
to raiſe our hopes! We have a tender Father in hea- 
ven, the true parent of our fouls, who has all power in 
the court of heaven, and takes exceedingly to heart our 
true intereſt: we have there, in the perſon of our Re- 
deemer, a moſt affettionate friend, who loves us with 
an incomparable love: we have a moſt faithful me- 
diator and advocate, who ever pleads for us with the 


powerful eloquence of his facred wounds, which he 


continually repreſents to his Father, in our behalf: we 
have a high-prieſt, who, to make atonement for us, has 
carried in to this heavenly ſanctuary, not the blood of 
oxen, or of goats, but his own moſt ſacred blood, ſhed 
for obtaining for us an everlaſting redemption. O ſee, 
my ſoul, upon how many accounts thou oughteſt to re- 
joice on this feſtival of the aſcenſion of thy Lord, if 
thou either loveſt him, or thyſelf. 9 

Conelude to conſider this Leſtival of the aſcenſion of 
our Lord, as one of the principal ſolemnities of the 
year. The church of God conſiders it as ſuch, and 
therefore, daily commemorates, in a particular man- 
ner, in the moſt facred myſteries, not only the paſſion 
and reſurrection, buc alſo the aſcenſion of her hea- 
venly ſpouſe; as the myſtery which put the laſt ſeal as 
it were to the great work of our redemption; and pla- 
ced this fleſh of ours in heaven, even at the right hand 
of the Father, which, at the fall of our firſt er 
had been ſentenced to retury to its original earth. 


? 
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FRIDAY AFTER THE ASCENSION. 
On the leſſons we are to learn from the Aſcenſion of our 


Lord 


ONSIDER firſt, that as we ought to imitate the 
reſurrection of the Lord, by a dee reſurrecdion 
from the death of ſin, to the life of grace: ſo we muſt 
alſo imitate the aſcenſion of our Lord, by a ſpiritual a- 
/cenfion into heaven, and by dwelling there in fp rit 
with him; that, as we hope one day to aſcend thither 
after him in effect, we may learn the way, by aſcend. 
ing after him, every day in affection. Our Lord has 
told us, that where our treaſure is, there our heart ſhall 
alſo be. Our treaſure is that which we love the moſt 
and the beſt of all things; now if this be Chriſt, as it 
ought to be, as he 1s aſcended into heaven, our treaſure 
is in heaven; and therefore, our heart ſhould {follow 
its treaſure, by aſcending after him in ſpirit, into hea- 
ven, and by fixing there its abode with its beloved. O 
happy a/cenfion of love, which teaches the ſoul to find 
in ſome meaſure a heaven upon earth; and, interiour- 
iy, to have always her converſation in heaven, what- 
ever occupation, or company, the may be exteriourly 
engaged in upon earth! _ 

- Conſider 2dly, that, in order to be qualified to aſcend 
after Chriſt our Lord into heaven, we muſt firſt get rid 
'of our vices, and criminal paſſions: for none of theſe 
can be admitted into that bleſſed abode: there is no 
room for them there. The luſt of the fleſh, the lujt of 

- the eyes, the pride of life, can have no place in heaven: 

all their purſuits are earthly ; inſtead of carrying the 
ſoul upwards towards heaven, they preſs her —— to- 
wards hell. They are all ſlaves to Satan; they bind 
the poor foul faſt in his chains; they will not ſufſer her 
to follow after Chriſt ; they are his mortal enemies. 
See then, my foul, if none of theſe have dominion 
over thee; ſee if pride, avarice, paſſion or Juſt, have no 
more influence on thee, to keep thee afar 7 487 y 
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Chriſt, in this region of ſin and death, than the love of 
God has to draw thee up to heaven after him. O beg 
of thy Lord, through his triumphant aſcenſion, by 
which, aſcending on high, he led captivity captive: he 
gave gifts to men, (Eph. iv. 8.) that he would break all 
thy bonds in ſunder, which keep thee from aſcending 
after him; and, by the precious gifts of his grace, ſet 
thee at liberty, to fly upwards with the wings of the 
N till thou canſt come to repoſe in him, and with 
im. | 
Conſider gdly, that the ſoul can never be rightly 
alified to fly up towards heaven, by this ſpiritual a- 
— ſo foas as her wings, that is her affethions, 
are not diſengaged. For as the bird cannot fly, if its 
wings be either entangled or dawbed over with bird- 
lime: ſo the ſoul cannot fly, if her affections are either 
entangled in the nets of the world, or defiled with the 
bird-lime of a miſ-placed love. So that it is not e- 
nough for a foul that deſires to aſcend to heaven after 
Chriſt, to be free from downright luſt, or other ſcan- 
dalous exceſſes l but ſhe muſt alſo be diſ- 
engaged in her affettions, from every love of perſon, or 
thing, that ties her down as it were to the earth; that 
captivates her thoughts; that fills her with ſolicitudes 
and perplexities; or otherwiſe takes off her heart from 
the love of God. All ſuch love as this diſqualifies the 
ſoul from flying towards heaven; it keeps her far be- 
low, groveling in the mire. Nor let her flatter herſelf 
that her affections are innocent, becauſe the object is 
not of itſelf criminal: for let the object be what it will, 
it is a crime to prefer it to God; or to love it ſo, as to 
forfeit, for its ſake, the love of God. 
Conelude to be jealous of thyſelf, how thou placeſt 
hy aſſections here upon earth; leſt they hinder thy 
flight towards thy true treaſure in heaven: My love xx 
vy weight, ſays St. Auguſtine, by that am I carried, 
* hither /ocver I am carried. 995 
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| Other leſſons to be learnt from the aſcenſion of our Lord, 


PN ONSIDER firſt, that as, in conſequence of the 
aſcenſion of our Lord, we ought to be daily carri- 
ed, as it were upon the wings of love, up to him in his 
heavenly kingdom; ſo we ought, by his frequent a- 
ſcending thither, to be daily more and more enamoured 
with that kingdom of love; to conceive the higheſt 
ideas of that incomprehenſible happineſs, of the ſoul's 
being there eternally united to her God, and abſorpt in 
him; and with the moſt ardent deſires, to long daily 
more and more for this fountain of life. But what then 
muſt the ſentiments of the ſoul be, when, after ſhe hag 
begun, by the practice of this devotion, to reliſh ſome- 
thing of the ſweetneſs of the good things of her Lord in 
the land of the living; ſhe finds herſelf ſtill a priſoner 
in this foreign land, in this earthly Babylon? O how 
does ſhe wiſh to be delivered from this captivity! To 
| fee an end of this long pilgrimage! How does ihe la- 
ment her baniſhment in this vale of tears; at ſo great a 
diſtance from her true country! How does ſhe deſpiſe 
this miſerable world and even loath its choiceſt enjoy. 
ments! O my ſoul that theſe were our ſentiments ! 
Conſider 2dly, and give ear to the exhortation of the 
Apoſtle; Cola. iii. 1. Sc. If you be riſen with Chriſt, 
feek the things that are above, where Chriſt is fitting at the 
Tight hand of God: mind the things that are avove, not 
the things that are on the earth, Tor you are dead, and 
your life ts had with Chriſt in God, When Chriſt ſhall 
appear, who is your life, then ſhall you alſo appear with 
2 in glory. How happy are thoſe Chriſtians, that 
enter into theſe ſentiments; upon occaſion of the aſcen- 
ſion of our Lord: who conſider Chriſt as the great ob- 
ect of their love, and their true life; and, as he is in 
aven, ſitting at the right hand of God, turn all their 
intentions and affections towards heaven: who conſider 
this their true life as abſent, and as hidden from them 
here below; and therefore, r aſpire after that 
happy revolution, when they ſhall hall ceaſe — 
4 | 5 
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begin to live! And, in the mean time, whilſt they re- 
main in this region of death, they ſeek, as much as 
they can, to diveſt themſelves of this body of death, by 
mortifying, as the Apoſtle admoniſhes, therr members that 
are upon earth ; and by cruafying the fleſh, ith its vices 
and concupiſcences. 7 
| Conſider gdly, that, (as we ate informed by church 
- hiſtory,) our Lord, at his aſcenſion, left the laſt prints of 
his feet upon the top of mount Olivet, in the place from 
whence he aſcended : which no length of time nor en- 
campments of armies, or other accidents, or even in- 
duſtry of man, could ever efface, or cover over: that 
we might learn, that the true way for all that defire to 
follow Chriſt, by aſcending after him into heaven, is to 
have his footſteps always before their eyes, and to walk 
in them, by a — imitation of his life and conver- 
ſation. They that are careful to walk in his re 
are his diſciples indeed and they that are his diſciples 
mndeed, will infallibly, if they perſevere, aſcend to hea- 
ven after him, and be for ever with him. | 
Conclude to lay up in thy heart all theſe leſſons, which 
Chriſt deſires to teach thee in his aſcenſion: and ſo to 
adhere to his footſteps, that nothing in life or death may 
ever ſeparate thee ſrom him. 5 2 


SUNDAY WITHIN THE OcTAVE Or THE ASCEN- 
„ SION, | DES 


On the precept of charity to our neighbour. 
ONSIDER firſt, that, after that greateſt and firſt 
A commandment, of loving God with our whole heart. 
and ſoul, the next of all the divine precepts is, Thou 
Hall love thy neighbour ag thyſelf. This, faith our Lord, 
is lile to the other; and. indeed it has ſo neceſſary a con- 3 
nexion with it, that we cannot fulfil the one without _ 
the other. God is charity, ſays the beloved diſciple, * 
| 1 John iv. 16. and he that abideth in charity, abideth in 
God, and God in him. And again, he that loveth not (his 
neighbour) knoweth not God; for God is charity, v. 8. 
And again, J any man ſay 1 love God, and hateth his 
te Ha brother, 


# 
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brother, he is a liar, v. 20. Theſe two precepts of 
charity; by which we are commanded, in the firſt place, 
to love God above all things; and, in the next place, to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves, contain an abridgment 
of the whole duty of a Chriſtian. They are two bran- 
ches that ſpring from the ſame root; and belong to the 
felt ſame — virtue ; becauſe the ſame motives that 
oblige us to love God for his own goodneſs ſake, oblige 
us alſo to love all that are made after his image, and re - 
deemed by the blood of his Son, for the ſake of their 
Maker and Redeemer. It is he that requires this love 
of us; and requires it in ſuch manner, as that we ſhould 
love hun in our neighbours, and love them in him. O 
the infinite — and bounty of our God ! that, not- 
withſtanding the immenſe diſtance there is betwixt us 
and him, he ſhould be pleaſed to put us as it were upon 
an equality, by requiring that we ſhould love one a - 
nother, with the like love, and upon the ſame motive, 
as we love himſelf, 5 . 
Confider 2dly, that this charity to our neighbours 1s 
fo eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, that, without it, 
though we ſpoke with the tongues of men and Anged, 
and had the gift of prophecy, and all knowledge of the 
deepeſt myſteries, and faith ſtrong enough even to re- 
move mountains, we ſhould ſtill be nothing; and though 
we ſhould give our whole ſubſtance to the poor, and our 
bodies to the flames, it would profit us nothing, ſaith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. He that loveth net, ſaith St. John, 
abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. He is in darkneſs, and 
wal tell in darkne/s, and knoweth not whither he goeth ; 
becau/e the darkne/s hath blinded his eyes, chap. 11. 11. 
And'this charity, which is ſo neceſſary to en 
muſt be general; for, as we learn from our Lord in the 
parable of the good Samaritan, St. Lule x. all men with- 
out exception of nations or opinions, are here to be con. 
ſidered as our neighbours: and if there ſhould be any 
one mortal, whom we ſhould exclude from our charity, 


- our heavenly Father would exclude us from his mercy. 
Conſider 


St. Matt. xvüi. 33 
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Conſider qdly, how much our Lord takes to heart, 
that we ſhould this mutual love and charity for one 
another. He has made it his favourite commandment; 
the very badge by which he would have his diſciples 
known and diſtinguiſhed. I give you @ new command. 
ment, ſaith he, St. — xiii. 34, 35. that yon love one 
another, as I have loved you—By this ſhall all men know 
that you are my diſciples, if you have love for one another, 
And chap.. xv. 12. This is my commandment, that you 
love one another, as I have loved you. And this mutual 
love for one another, he deſires may be ſo perfect, that 
it may, in ſome meaſure, reſemble the love and union 
that there is between him and his Father : as he has de- 
clared in that heavenly prayer that he made for his diſ- 
ciples, St. John xviii. 20, 81. And not for- them only, 
ſaid he, do I pray, but for them alſo, who, through ther 
word, believe in ne: that they all may be one, as 
thou Father, in me, and I in thee: that they alſo may 
be one in us ; that the world may believe that thou haſt ſent 
me. This mutual love, this union and charity, he in- 
culcates in theſe ſtrong terms, in the laſt conference, of 
his mortal life, with his beloved diſciples ; that both they 
and we might conſider it as his laſt dying injunction; 
and as a moſt precious legacy; which he has bequeathed 
to us all. O my ſoul, embrace this legacy of love, 
which has been thus left thee by thy Lerd, dying for 
the Ive of thee. 1 bo 
Conclude to prove thyſelf henceforward to be a diſ- 
eiple of Chriſt indeed, by this ſpirit of univerſal charity 
for all; as he has died out of * for all. In the be- 
ginning of the church the multitude of the believers had 
one heart, and one ſoul, Acts iv. 32. Such was their 
mutual love and union. O bleſſed charity, when ſhall 
we ſee thee once more reign in this manner amongſt 


Chriſtians ? 
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MONDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCEN- 
: SION, | . 


On the excellence of fraternal charity. 


C ONSIDR firſt, that charity is the queen of virtues, 
and the moſt excellent of them all, according to 
the doctrine of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii. 19. and that, 
not only as ſhe loves God in himſelf, but alſoas ſhe loves 
him in our neighbours, by loving tbem for his ſake: for, 
as the motive is the ſame in both theſe loves, ſo, the 
virtue is the ſame. Hence St. Peter calls upon 
all Chriſtians, 1 Petey iv. 8. BETORT ALL THINGS 
have a conſtant mutual clarity for charity covereth the 
multitude of fins. And St. Paul, 00%, iii. 14. ABOVE - 
. ALL theſe THINGS have charity, which is the bond of 
perfection. He adds, Rom. xin. 8, 10. that the love of 
our neighbours is the fulfilling of the law and command- 
ments of God: and Gal. v. 14. That all the lauis ful. 
filled in this one word : thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. Hence alfo St. John the beloved diſciple, both 
in his words, and in his writings, continually inculcated 
this duty of loving one another, as the favourite virtue 
of Jeſus Chriſt; and, in a manner, the whole duty of 
a Chriſtian. O my ſoul let us then embrace, with all 
our affettions, this amiable virtue, this chief favourite of 
Chriſt and his Saints: let us value it as an ineſtimable 
treaſure: and be ever. willing rather to loſe any thing 
elſe than this bleſſed charity, | 
Conſider 2dly; that we may with truth apply to chari- 


* ty, what the wiſe man writes of wiſdom : that all good 


things came to him together with her, and innumerable 
riches through er hands, Wiſd. vii. 11. what theſe 
riches are that come through the hands of charity, we 
learn from the Apoltle, 1 Cor. xiii. 4. &c. Clarity 15 

tent, is lind: charity envieth not, dealeth not 1 
H; is not puffed up; is not ambitious; ſceletl not lier 
.own (that 1s, ſhe is not fclſiſi) ſhe is not provoked to 


ec 
anger, ſhe thinketh no ud; ſhe rejorceth not in mqui! 
(that is, in any _ that 1s 8 but rejouceth with he 
truth ; (being pleaſed with all is nght and true :) 

the bearcth all things, belieweth all thing 2 all 
; e : KUNgS, 


= 


| EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 87 


things, endureth all things, &c. See my ſoul, how many 
virtues are the conſtant. attendants, and* offspring of 
charity. O how amiable is this a rag of the truly 
charitable Chriſtian! O how lovely is this parent of 
all this heavenly train . x 
Conſider gdly, that charity, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, is 
indeed a heavenly virtue? as well becauſe ſhe maintains 
her ground in heaven, and receives her full perfection 
there, where faith and hope are no more: {Charty, faith 
the Apoſtle 1 Cor. xiii. 1, never falleth away) as alſo be- 
cauſe the eternal charity of the Saints 1s no ſmall part 
of their heavenly happineſs : their love of God is-their 
eſſential bliſs ; their love of one another in God, and 
the joy that they conceive at each other's happineſs, 
multiplies, as I may ſay, their heaven, to as many fold, 
as there are happy ſpirits and Saints in heaven. And 
no wonder, fince charity, even here below, when it is 
perſect, brings with it unſpeakable joy, and, in a man- 
ner, a heaven upon earth; by keeping all the paſſions 
under, and eftabliſhing the reign of peace, and joy, in 
the ſoul. As, on the other hand, where there is no 
charity, the paſſions are all let looſe; hatred, envy, 
jealouſy, revenge, &c: the ſoul is always in a ſtorm; 
the is a ſtranger to peace; ſhe is in confufion and dark- 
neſs; and the very image of hell: where it is no ſmall- 
part of their miſery that they cannot love. 
Conclude to aſpire, as much as thou art able, after 
this heavenly charity: ſhe will teach thee, whilſt thou 
art here upon earth, to emulate the love of the bleſſed 
in heaven: ſhe alone will bring thee to their happy 
company. | | | 8 | 


TursDay WITHIN TH® OcTAVE OF THE As- 
t cENSLION. 3 


On the exerciſe of fraternal clarity. 
ONSIDER firſt, that the charity which we owe 
to onr neighbours, like that by which we love 
God, is in the nature of a fire, which is ever in mo- 
tion; and muſt be kept alive by being nouriſhed with. 
| at's proper Mel, by the means of repeated acts; and. 
: thee 
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theſe not exerciſed only by aſſection, but by effefts ; 
my little children ſaith St. John (1 John iti. 15.) let us 
love, not in word, nor in tongue, but in deed, and truth, 
Fraternal charity is not a love of concupiſcence; it is not 
a /elfiſh love, that looks no further, than at the honour, 
profit, or pleaſure, which may accrue to one's ſelf 
from our neighborrs; it is a love of ſincere benevolence: 
now as 1t 18 the nature of the love of benevolence, to de- 
fire, to ſeek, to procure, and to promote, whatever may 
be for the real good of the Res beloved; to be de- 
lighted with all that is to his advantage; and to be con- 
cerned at all that hurts him: ſo this beneva/ent love, 
which we owe to our neighbours, by virtue of the pre- 
cept of fraternal charity, is to be kept alive in our ſouls, 
by repeated acts of its own_ kind; by frequently ex- 
erciſing, in favour of our neighbours, as well the ſpiri- 
tual, as the corporal works of mercy; with a pure in- 
tention of God's glory, and their welfare; by bewailing 
their errors and vices; by earneſtly praying for their 
converſion and ſalvation; and negletting nothing in 
our power to procure it. . Do we evidence ous charity 
for our neighbours, by the exerciſe of ſuch acts as 
theſe ? 

Conſider 2dly, that the love of true charity, which 
we are commanded to bear to'our neighbours, is to love 
them for God's ſake; to love them in God; and in 
order to God. Fraternal charity is a branch of that 
ſame divine virtue, by which we — God; and ought 
ever to be grounded upon the ſame divine motive, of 
God's own infinite goodneſs. No carnal, worldly, or 
natural affection, influenced by fleſh and blood, ore by 
any other conſideration but God, can be called chary. 
If then we would fulfil this great precept, we muſt not 
content ourſelves with loving our neighbours at any 
rate: heathens and publicans often love one another, 

and aſſiſt one another, and yet they are void of divine 

charity. But we muſt love according to God, and with 

relation to God: we muſt love in our neighbours the 

image of God: we muſt conſider them as made by him, 
and for him; and as redeemed by the precious blood wp 
5 | "Ks 


* 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 80 


his Son: we muſt love them for his ſake;“ and becauſe 
it is his holy will and commandment. And we muſt 
* exerciſe the acts of this love, by contributing, on every 
occaſion, all that lies in us, to bring them to the love of 
God here, and to his kingdom hereafter: that they may 
glorify him in a happy eternity. This is true charity 
indeed. | | 
+ Conſider gdly, by what rules we are to be direfied, 
and regulated, in the exerciſe of the love of our neigh- 
bours. The old commandment of the divine lau was to 
love every neighbour as ourſelves. The new command- 
ment of the goſpel of Chriſt, is to love every neighbaur, 
even as (A. uf as loved us, John xiii. 34. Have we ever 
ſeriouſly reflected upon the perfection of the love, which 
theſe rules require of us? J love our neiglbour as our- 
ſelves: O how tender is the love we bear ourſelves |! 
how. intent upon our own welfare! how ſenfible of 
every thing that we apprehend as an evil to us! Is the 
love of our neighbours any thing like this? Do we 
treat them as we would deſire to be treated ourſelves ? 
Do we wiſh them the ſame good as we wiſh ourſelves ? Are 
we concerned at the evils which befal them, as if they 
had befallen ourſelves? I fear we cannot fay it. Again. 
To love our neighbour as {ay has loved us. O What a 
love was this! He has laid down his very life for the 
love of us; and this without any deſert on our ſide: for 
we deſerved nothing but hell: we were his enemies 
fin. Can our love for our neighbours ſtand the teſt of this 
rule? Are we willing to part with ſo much as our own 
humour, our convenience, our inclinations, our plea- 
ſure, or ſatisfaction for the love of our neighbours, and 
rather than give them occaſion of grief, or ſin ? If not 
how far are we-from loving our neighbours, as Chriſt 
has loved us ! 7 | 
Conclude to exerciſe daily repeated ats of fraternal 
charity, both in the affeftive, and the eſſettive way : 
leſt otherwiſe thy love for thy neighbours, for want of 
ncuriſhment, quickly languiſh away and die. Have 
thy eye always upon thoſe two great rules of charity: 
and regulate thy love by them, 
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WEDNESDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE 
ASCENSION. 


on the different branches of fraternal charity. 


892 firſt, that charity is fruitful in its 
offspring, aud ſpreads itſelf into different branches; 
in order to make the whole man perfect; by regulating 
both his judgment, and his will; and directing Tim, in 
his thoughts, in his words, and in bis actions. For 
there is a charity that corretts the natural bent of our 
corruption, which is ever tending to ſuſpect, and ech 
the worſt, of our neighbours; and to be harſh, and cen- 
ſorious in their regard. And there is a charity that in- 
clines the will in their favour, ſo as to with them well 
in every reſpect, and to forgive all injuries. There is a 
charity that employs the thoughts, in ſtudying to pro- 
mote their good, and to prevent and remedy their evils: 
and there is a charity that directs the tongue, and re- 
ſtrains it from uttering any words, to the prejudice of 
any one. In fine, there is a charity that ſeaſons and 
iweetens the whole body of our actions, as far as they 
relate to our neighbours, and ſquares them all according 
to that golden rule, of doing in every thing as we 
would be done by. The practice of all theſe branches 
of charity, in God, and for God, makes a perfect Chriſ- 
tian, and brings to God. 1 

Conſider adly, that, amongſt the branches of frater- 
nal charity, there is one that our Lord ſeems to take in a 
ſpecial manner to heart; infomuch that he has declared 
our eternal lot ſhall be decided, by our diligence, or ne- 
gligence, in the exerciſe of it, Matt. xxv. and this is 
charity to the poor. Theſe he declares he has ſubſſ i- 
tuted in his own ſtead; and what we do for them, he 
takes as done for himſelf, v. 43, 45. This branch of 
charity, duly exerciſed, in proportion to every man's 
circumſtances, will bring thouſands one day into the 
happy tabernacles of everlaſting life. But where ſhall 
the unjuſt ſtewards then appear, who, having the ſub- 
Nance of their mafler, vz. their worldly riches, _ 
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truſted in their bands, with expreſs orders to employ 
their ſuperſfluittes at leaſt, in relieving the neceſſities of 
his poor children; either covetouſly detain, or prodi- 
gally ſquander away, that which ſhould be their ſup- 
port; and to which they have an indiſputable title? 
Alas! What a figure will their extravagant expences 
then make ! Wha account will they be able to give, of 


all that they have ſacrificed to pride, and vanity; to 


luxury and intemperance, to gaming and criminal di- 


verſions! Will not all theſe robberies of the ſubſtance 


of the poor cry to heaven againſt them for vengeance 
at that day? 


Conſider gdly, that there is ſtill another branch of | 


charity, the moſt difficult of. all, and yet abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, and that is to love our enemies. 
Jay to you, ſaith our Lord, Matt. v. 44. love your ene- 
mies, do good to them that hate you: and pray for them 
that perſecute and calumniate you. And this he inſiſts 
upon in ſuch manner, 23 to exclude from his mer 

here, and from his kingdom hereafter, all ſuch as ex- 
clude any one, how much an enemy ſoever, from their 
charity. But how ſhall we acquire, or how ſhall we 
practiſe, this charity for our enemies? O! it is not a 
virtue of our own growth: it muſt come down to us 


from heaven, from our great Father, who maketh his 


ſun to riſe upon the good, and on the bad, and raineth 
upon the juſt, and the i It is by fervent prayer 


we mult obtain it; and, when we have got it, we muſt 


lay it up in our hearts as a rich heavenly treaſure : and 


exerciſe it, as the Saints have done, by praying for our 
enemies in ſincerity of heart, and ſeeking, on all occa- 
lions, to overcome, in their regard, evil with good. 
O how happy hall we be, if, by any ſuch means as 
theſe, we prevail to bring them, that before were our 


enemies, to be, for the time to come, friends both to 


God and to us? It is what the Saints have often done 
by their charity, by their meekneſs, and by their 


9 to labour with all thy power, both to ac- 


quire, and to exerciſe, all theſe branches of charity, if 


thou 
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thou deſireſt to come to God, who is charity, and who 


is not to be come at but by charity. 


THURSDAY THE OCTAVE Or TAE ASCENSION. 


On the great pattern Charity. oy ; 
e DER firſt, how Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
has given us himſelf for a pattern of perfect cha- 
rity, in the parable of -the good Samaritan, (Luke x.) 
He himſelf came down for a from his throne abvve, 
unhappily fallen among the 


and grievouſly wounded in all his faculties. He was 
the good ſhepherd, that came down to ſeek with ſor- 
row the loſt ſheep, in order to lay him upon his own 
ſhoulders, and carry him home, with joy, to his hea- 
venly fold. It is here we plainly diſcover the infinite 
charity both of the Father, and of the Son. By ths 
hath the charity of God appeared towards us, ſays the 
beloved diſciple, becanfe God hath ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we may live by tum. In this is 
charity : not as though we had loved God, but becauſe he 
hath firft loved us, and ſent his Son to be a propittation 
for our fins, 1 John iv. 9, 10. 
Confider 2dly, that the whole life of Chriſt was a 
continual exerciſe of divine charity. From the firſt 


moment of his conception, in the womb of his bleſſed 


mother, till his expiring on the croſs, his foul was ever 
employed in loving his heavenly Father, and in offering 
himſelf to all his wills; and for the love of his Father, 
and becauſe it was his Father's will, he dedicated his 
whole life alſo to the love of us; ever thinking on us, 
raying for us, and labouring for our eternal ſalvation. 
Bui O the infinite charity he has ſhewn us in all that 
heendured in his pafſien and death for the love of us! 
Chriſtians paſs over in your mind all the ſtages of his 
Won, from his prayer and agony in the garden, to 

is expiring on the croſs: and fee the multitude, and 
variety, of torments he has there ſuffered for us. Ah! 
bow much have our fins -coft this innoreht n 
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God! Ah how dearly has he loved us! O, my ſoul, in 
the midſt of all theſe tortures he had thee in his heart; 
and, even then, was pleading thy cauſe, with his eternal 
Father, when, by thy ſins, thou waſt — him. 
O! what return {hall we make him for this infinite love! 
Confider gdly, that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, diiring the whole courſe of his mortal life; 
and loved us even to death, by laying down his life for 
the love of us; but he has carried his love for us be- 
yond the bounds of death, in an admirable legacy, 
which he has bequeathed us, the night before his paſ- : 
fion ; by means of which, to ſatisfy his love, he re- | * 
mains 9 with us, in the divine myſteries; even to 
the end of the world. Here he feeds our ſouls with his 
ious body and blood; here he unites us to himſelf, 
in ſuch manne as to abide in us, and we in him: here 
he is a perpetual ſource of grace. of love, and of true 
life, to our ſouls: here he communicates himſelf to us, 
like the manna of heaven, for the ſupport of our pilgri- 
mage, till he brings us to the true land of promiſe; 
where he will lovingly give himſelf to us for all eter- 1] 
nity. And ſhall not ſo much charity on his part, ob- 
lige us to dedicate alſo our whole fouls to this divine | 
virtue? 2 1 5 | 
Conclude to bave always before thy eyes this great 14 
1 pattern of love, that thou mayeſt learn from him, how . * || 
thou art to love both thy God, and thy neighbour. 3 


N. B. As the fefivals of St. Gearge, of St. Philip, , | 
St. James, 227 . ie of the Crofe, »/ually fall = 
betuein Eaſter and Aſcenſion ; we ſhall ſet down in 4 

chi place the meditations, that are to be read onthaſe days, 1 
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| APRIL 23. On St. GEORGE. 
NONSIDER firſt, that, we know little more of 
the particulars of St. George's life, but that he 
was a Chriftian foldier, an illuſtrious martyr, and a 14 
3 Saint. He was a ſoldier; we all ought to be —_—_ 
oldiers of Chriſt. In our baptiſm, we have declared a 1 
Vor. II. I perpetual 1:8 
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perpetual war, with the world, with the fleſh, and witk 
the. devil, as the mortal euemies of our great king, the 
king of kings, 8 Chriſt; the mortal enemies of our 
true country, the heavenly Jeruſalem; and the mortal 
enemies of our own dear ſouls: we have enliſted our- 
ſelves ſoldiers, in our confirmation, under the royal 
ſtandard of the croſs of Chriſt; and have obliged our- 
| ſelves to bear him perpetual allegiance, and fidelity. 
But have we fulfilled theſe engagements ? Have we be- 
haved ourſelves as becomes the ſoldiers of Chriſt ? 
Have we ſtood to our colours? Have we fought man- 
fully the battles of our Lord? Or have we not rather 
deſerted the cauſe? Have we not been rebels to our 
true king? Have we not changed ſides, and preferred 
the following the ſtandard of Satan, before that of je- 
ſus Chriſt? O be confounded at your paſt diſloyalties ; 
and, now at leaſt, return to your allegiance. | 
Conſider 2dly, that St. George was a martyr : that is, 
a witneſs, to the divinity of Chriſt, and to the truth of 
his doctrine; by chooſing rather to lay down his life 
by the worſt of torments, than to renounce Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Goſpel, We are all obliged to be wit- 
neſs alſo ta Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Goſpel, both by 
our profeſſion, and by our lives. We are all obliged - 
to be in a conſtant diſpoſition, of ſuffering death itſelf, 
rather than renounce our allegiance to Chriſt, by wil- 
ful fin, We muſt all make our way to heaven, through 
many tribulations, and perſecutions, in one ſhape, or 
other: and ſo far are we all obliged to be martyrs. But 
alas! how far are we from the diſpoſitions of the mar- 
, who ſuffered chearfully all kinds of torment for 
the love of Chriſt; when we are ſo unwilling to ſuffer 
the leaſt contradiction to our humour, or to part with 
any of our pleaſures. for the love of him; and are 
uickly overcome with every ſlight temptation? ; 
Conſider gdly, that St. George, though living in the 
world, in a condition of life, which. one would think 
moſt oppoſite to ſanctity, was, nevertheleſs a glorious 
Saint. To teach us that ſanctity is conſiſtent with 
every Þ:vful calling: and that, if ws are not ons, toy 
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fault is not in the ſtation of life, in which Providence 
has placed us; but in our not correſponding with thoſe 
graces, which God daily offers us, to ſanctify us in our 
Calling. It is the love of God, and of our neighbours, 
that makes Saints; and the more perfect this love is, 
the more perfett Saints. As then no lawful calling 
excludes the love, either of God, or of our neighbours; 
ſo no lawful calling can hinder us from being even 
eminent Saints; if we are truly deſirous of it. The 
ſoldier that loves God better, is a greater Saint, than 
the monk, that loves him leſs. DT | 

Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at this heaven» 
ly love, as St. George did; and he that crowned St. 
S will alſo crown thee: the beſt way to honour 
the Saints of God; is to love, and to imitate in them, 
that which made them Saints. 


May 1. On St. PIII, and St. JAMES. 


8 SIDER firſt, that St. Philip, and St. James, 
Xu were both diſciples of Chriſt, trained up in his hea- 
venly ſchool. In quality of Chriſtians, we ought. all to 
be ſuch, as the very name of a Chriſtian fi ion a dif- 
_ that is, a ſcholar, and follower of Jeſus Chriſt. 
They were both called by Chriſt, and readily left all 
things elſe to follow him: and, from that time, inſepa- 
rably adhered to him. How often have we alſo been 
called by him; by his interiour graces? But have we 
ever yet followed him in earneſt? Have we ever yet 
ſeriouſly renounced the love of the world; and every 
tie, that offered to keep us from him? Have we as yet 
ever ſtuck to him, ſo as to be his conſtant attendants ? 
| 150 were both choſen by Chriſt to be of the number 
of the twelve apoſtles: they were both zealous preach- 
ers of the faith; and, after gaining innumerable fou's 
to God, they both ſealed their doctrme with their blood. 
Happy we, if by our words, or works, we can allo be 
inſtrumental in gaining ſouls to God! Happy we, if we 
| __ ſuffer, or even lay down our lives, tor ſo good a 
caule. N ; | 
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Conſider adly, that St. Philip had no ſooner found 
Chriſt, but he was willing to make his friend Natha- 
niel partaker of the ſame happineſs; and therefore 
brought him alſo to Chriſt. This was friendſhip in- 
deed: this was true charity, to take his friend with 
him to Chriſt, Alas! how many now a days engage 
their friends ina partnerſhip of their errors and vices ! 
How many lead them. with them to their criminal di- 
verſions, or otherwife bring them into fin! But how 
few have the charity tocarry them effeftually to Chriſt ? 
How few labour to reclaim them from the errors of 
their ways; and from the broad road, in which they 
are walking? How few fuggeſt to their friends, how 
they may find Chriſt, by a ſpiritual retreat, by a good + 
general confeſſion 5 by the daily praftice of medita- 
tion, Sc.] This would be friendſhip indeed. „ 

Confider adly, that St. James was remarkable for 
the great auſterity of his life, and for his continual 

rayer. Do we defire to come to a ſhare in his hea- 
venly glory ? The mortification of our own humours, 


and paſſions; frequent voluntary ſelf-denials, and a 


irit of penance for our fins; joined with conſtant and 
ervent „*. will bring us eſſectually to his company. 
We are told, that by reaſon of the great ſanctity of his 
life, he alone was allowed to enter into the Sends Sanc- 
forum, or the inward ſandtuary of the temple. But 
what was a much greater advantage to him, was that he 


was allowed to enter into the true fanttuary of God, 


in his own interiour, as often as he pleaſed, and there to 

find him all alone, and to converſe, as familiarly with 

him as he pleaſed, by the means of mental prayer. 

This kind of entering into the ſanctuary, God is both 

willing and defirous to allow to us all: and it is the 

wee of this, is the ſecureſt way to introduce us 
eafter into his eternal ſanctuary. 

Conclude to honour, and to imitate, theſe bleſſed 
Saints, in ſuch manner, during thy mortal pilgrimage, 
that they may receive thee one day into the everlaſting 
manſions of bliſs. 1 „ 
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Max g. On the finding of the Croſs. - 
ONSIDER firſt, that on this day, the church 
of God, to honour the paſſion of Chriſt, cele- 

brates the yearly memorial of finding the Croſs, 
that ſacred inſtrument of our redemption, fanftified 
the blood of the Son of- God. This holy tree of life, 
had lain long deep buried in the earth, and a ſtatue of 
Venus, had been erected by the infidels over the place, 
when the pious empreſs St. Helen, was inſpired to ſeek 
after it; and at length happily diſcovered 1t, together 
with the title that had been faſtened to it; and the nails 
with which our Lord had been pierced. This diſco- 
very of the croſs of Chriſt was followed by illuſtrious 
miracles, to the greater glory of his name, who had 
humbled himſelf to the death of the croſs for our re- 
demption. Give thanks, Chriſtians, for this miracu- 
lous finding the croſs of your Redeemer. Turn this 
day your devotion towards the triumphs of his ſacred 
paſſion; it was by the croſs he was lifted up from the 
earth; and beginning his reign from that tree, he drew 
all things to himſelf. O beg of him now, by all his 
mercy, to draw at leaſt your poor hearts to him. 
Conſider 2dly, the leſſons we are to learn, by wcca- 
ſion of this feſtival: eſpecially the diſpoſitions we ought 
to be in, with regard to the croſs. If we have not the 
courage to ſeek it, like St. Helen; at leaſt we ought to 
receive it, when, without our ſeeking, it comes to us 
from the hand of Providence; and to lay it upon our 
ſhoulders in order to follow him, who redeemed us 
the croſs. O! if we did but know the meaſures of 
grace, and of comfort here, and of heavenly glory here- 
after, which are laid up for us m the —_ we ſhould 
not only ſubmit to it with patience, butembrace it with 
Joy, as the inexhauſtible | 2948: of all good, both for 


time and eternity. - Chriſtians, aſſure yourſelves there 
is no going to heaven, without a croſs upon your ſhoul- 
ders. We muſt ſuffer with Chriſt, before we can reign 
with him. | 


Lt. Conſider 


* 
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Conſider gdly, that the croſs is the ſchaol of all 
Chriftian virtues. As our Lord was pleaſed to give us 
moſt excellent leſſons of them all, from his croſs : ſo he 
gives us the means and opportunity of exerciſing them 
all, in the carnage of aur croſſes, which he allots us. 
Here we learn to imitate his perfect conformity to the 
will of his Father; here we learn to practiſe lis humi- 
bity, by humbling ourſelves under the hand of God: 
here we learn the prafticeof hismeeknefs, his patience, 
his charity for his enemies, and his obedience unto 
death; and (that which is hardeſt of all for us to attain 
to) his preferring in practice, the poverty, pain, and 
ignominy of the croſs, before all the riches, e ere 
and henours of this world. O bleſſed ſchool, in which 
we learn ſuch heavenly leſſons | 
Conclude, if thou would be a true diſciple of Jeſus 
Chrift, not to fly from the croſs, but to take it up wil- 
_ Hhngly, whereſoever thou findeſt it, and to follow 
him. O never be of the number of thoſe unhapp 
Chriſtians, whom the Apoſtle laments, as enemies of t 


ero/s of Chrift : who, by mdulging their pafſions and 
alle el to bury the croſs K ſtatue of Venus. 


FRIDAY AFTER THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCEN= 
t | SITION. | 


On preparing the ſoul for the Holy Ghoſt. 

(CONSIDER firſt, that when we celebrate the 
Chriftian ſolemnities, we ought not only to ho- 
nour the myſteries we commemorate, and give praiſe 
and to the Author of all good, for his benefits to 
his church; but alſo to enter into the ſpirit of the ſo- 
lemnity, by aiming, as much as poſſible, at the diſpo- 
- Htions of foul, Which are ſuitable to the myſteries we 
celebrate. And thus when we are preparing to keep 
the ſolemn feaft of PentecoR, the day when the Holy - 
Ghoſt came down upon the 5 ians, it ought 10 
the great ſubjett of our devotion, to prepaxe our 
wo forthe Holy Ghoſt; that ſo we may be alſo fa- 
voured with his vint, at this holy time: and may plen- 
. -utully 
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tifully partake of his gifts and graces. O my. ſou&, do 
thou aſpire after this happinels, che greateſt of any 
thou canſt enjoy on this fide of xray), to have the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of the living God, to come to 
thee, to take full poſſe ſſion of thy interiour; and to 
abide for ever with thee! O ſpare no pains in preparing 
a proper lodging for him. 15 
Conſider 2dly, how the Apoſtles prepared themſelves 
for the Holy Ghoſt, As i. 14. They were perſcvering, 
ſaith the Scripture, with one mind in prayer. And Luke 
xxiv. 5g · They were always in the temple, provfeng and 
bleſſing God. They prepared their ſouls for this hea- 
venly gueft, by a ſpiritual exerciſe of ten days; they 
ſpent the whole time, from the Aſcenſion of our Lord 
till Whitſunday, in recollection and prayer. Retired, 
as much as might be, from the hurry and diſtrattions of 
a buſy noiſy world, they attended in ſilence, to God 
and their 2 They were always at prayer in the 
temple of God: and, by that means, they prepared their 
ſouls to be the temple of God. Happy they that en- 
deavour to make the like preparation! Happy they 
that make it their practice to prepare theuiſelves, ever 
year, at this time, for the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
a a ſpiritual retreat of ſome . If thy circum- 
ſtances, O my ſoul, will not allow thee this retirement 
and ſolitude; therein to breathe the purer air of devo- 
tion, and to aſpire, in a more ſuitable manner, after the 
coming of the Spirit of God; at leaſt wiſh for this hap- 
pineſs; and, if thou canſt do nothing more; at leaſt, in 
the midſt of all thy other employments, call in thy 
thoughts, as often as thou canſt, into thy cloſet within: 
and there entertain thyſelf with thy God: Nothing 
will contribute more effettually to fix the Holy Ghoſt 
in thy ſoul, than this practice of aiming at an inward 
recollettion, in the midſt of all thy works. | 
Conſider gdly, that the great means to bring the Holy 
\ Ghoſt into our ſouls, is to invite him thither by ardent 
deſires, and fervent prayer. Thus the Apoſtles ob- 
tained him: and the word of God, in many places, aſ- 
lures us, that this is the way for our obtaming all * - 
0 a | that 
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that our heavenly Fath-r will give his good Spirit to alt 
that aſk him, Luke x1. 13. and that an ardent defire, a 
perfett hunger and thirſt after this heavenly Spirit, the 
fountain of all juſtice, 1s the means to be filled both 
with him, and bis gifts. I wiſhed, ſays the wiſe man, 
Wiſdom vii. 7. and underſtanding was given me: and-1 
called _ od, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came upon me. 
O my ſoul, ſee thou ſeek him in this manner, by fer- 
vent defires and prayer; but let. it be with thy whole 
heart. In finding him thou wilt find all good: for he 
is the overflowing ſource of all good: without him thou 
art nothing but miſery and fin. O come, divine Spirit, 
to my ſoul, that longs after thee; and bring with thee 
all thy heavenly treaſures. O do thou prepare thyſelf 
a proper lodging in my heart; and then take full poſſeſ- 
ſion of it, for time and eternity. | 
Conclude to ſpare no pains, in uſing all means in thy 
power, to engage this divine ſpirit to come to viſit thee, 
and to take up his abode with thee :. frequently invite 
him with the Vent fande ſpiritus, &c. a hymn that he 
himſelf has inſpired. He willingly comes to thoſe, that 
ſincerely and heartily invite him. 


| | . WriTsSUN-EvE.- 
On the diſpoſitions % for receiving the Holy 
| __ Ghoſl. ; 


I ONSIDER firſt, that the ſoul, which deſires to 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, muſſ prepare a clean lodg- 
ing, to entertain him in: that is, a conſcience and heart 
re and clear from wilful fin. If any perſon of di- 
ſtincion were to honour us with a viſit, and to take up 
a lodging with us, we ſhould certainly take care to 
have our houſe clean: and to remove from the apart- 
ment, deſigned for him, whatſoever might offend his 
eyes : how much more, when we pretend to the honour 
and happineſs, of having the Spirit of God to abide 
with us, and in us; ought we to take care to have our 
- inward; houſe clean, and to remove from thence, by the 
virtue, and ſaerament of penance, the filth of fin, in- 
5 finitely 
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finitely odious in his eyes? Alas! all the while the 
ſoul is under the guilt of mortal ſin, not removed by a 
ſeriousfepentance and converſion to God; ſhe is ſpiritu- 
ally polſelled by Satan: ſhe is become a den of thieves; 
and carries as many devils about with her as there are 
unruly paſſions, to which ſhe is enſlaved. And can ſhe 
expett a viſit from the Holy Ghoſt, without firſt rid- 
ding herſelf of ſuch company? No: the Spirit of 
God can never reſide in the ſame lodgings with fin and 
Satan. 

Conſider adly, thoſe words of the wiſe man, W:/dom 

i. 4, 3. Wiſdom-will not enter into a malicious ſoul, nor 
dwell in a body ſubjed to fins. For the Spirit of diſct- 
pline will flee from the deceitful. And learn from hence, 
what ſins have a more particular oppoſition to the viſits 
of the Spirit of God; that, by the — diſpoſitions, 
thou mayſt prepare thy ſoul for him. He is the ſpirit 
of love, union, peace, and charity; and, therefore can 
never enter into @ malicious ſoul. He is the ſpirit of pu- 
ruly, and therefore, cannot dwell in a body ſubjett to 
carnal fins, He is the ſpirit of fincerity and truth; 
and, therefore well flee from all gecertful fouls, that is, 
from all double dealers and hypocrites, that ſeek him. 
not in ſimplicity of heart. Baniſh then far from thee 
all uncharitable animoſities and rancour againſt thy 
neighbour; all wantonneſs and impurity; and all deceit 
double dealings; if thou hopeſt to have any ſhare 

in the Spirit of God. 50 a 
 Confider gdly, that there is alſo an infinite oppoſition 
between the ſpirit of the world, and the Spirit of God; 
they cannot both reſide in the ſame breaſt. Ve have 
receided, ſays the Apoſtle, 2. Cor. ii. 12. not the ſpirit 
of this world, but the Spirit that ts of Gad. The Para- 
clete, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot recave, 


ſaith our Lord, John xiv. 17. For as the love of the - 


world, and its friendſhip, is the great enemy of the love 
of God, James iv. 4. and 1 2 ii. 15. So the ſpirit of 
the world, is the great adverſary of the Spirit of God. 
The ſpirit of the world, is a ſpirit of pride and vanity; 
u is ſelfiſh; it is fond af mammon, the god of the . 4. 
He 2 Cor. 
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+fpeak with droerſe tongues, according as the 


ed the promited Comforter, with all his gifts and __ 
Thus were they quite changed into other men. 

and cowardly as they were before, they are now on a 
ſudden couragious and perfect. They begin boldly to 


X manner, his holy Spirit upon his church; and for all 
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2 Cor. iv. 5. and of ſenſual pleaſures, even to idolatry: 
the ſpirit of the world is a ſpirit of diſſipation; ever for- 
getful of God and eternity; and full of diſorderly affec- 
tions to empty, vain, and periſhable' toys. And what 
room then can there be for the Spirit of God in ſuch a 


- foul? No: the Spirit of God will not come any where, 


if he is not allowed to be ſupreme Lord and Maſter 


there. He will not admit of ſuch worldly idols in his 


. temple. ) | NE 
Conclude, if thou wouldſt eſſectually invite the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take up his reſidence in thy ſoul, to cleanſe 


the Heart thou deſigneſt for him, not only from all wil- 


ful fin, and affection to ſin; but alſo from loving the 
world, and the things of the world; and from every 
love or affeftion, that ſhall dare preſume to claim any 
eren, thy heart; ſo as to hinder thee from giving it all 
to . | . e 


WHITSUNDAY. 


on the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt. 
ONSIDER firſt, that; -on the feaſt ol Pentecoſt 
when the difciples were all afſembled together, 


Suddenly there came a found rom heaven, as of a mighty 


wind coming; and it filled the whole houſe where they 
were fitting. And there appeared to them parted tongues, 
as it were of. fire, and it oh #1 every one of them ; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they began to 

Holy Ghoſt 
gave them to ſpeak, Acts ii. 2, g, 4. Thus they receiv- 


eak 


-preach and to publiſh the faith and law of their crucifi- 
ed Lord; and bring thouſands to embrace it. O heaven- 
ly Spirit how wonderful are thy operations! O when 
wilt thou work the like change in my ſoul! Chriſtians, 
praiſe and bleſs your God, for ſending down, in this 


the 
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the wonders that he wrought in the firſt eſtabliſhment SD 


of it. The Iſraelites obſerved the ſolemnity of Pente- 
coſt,, as one of the three principal feaſts of the year; 
becauſe, on that day, the old law was publiſhed: from 
mount Sinai, in thunder and lightning: how much 
more ought Chriſtians religiouſly to obſerve this: ſo- 
lemnity, becauſe, on this day, the new law; of grace. 
and love, was publiſhed on mount Sion, by the coming 
down of the Holy Ghoſt, in tongues of fire? O! far 
more ſweet and amiable flames! N 
Conſider 2dly, that the Holy Ghoſt came down up- 
on the Apoſtles, in the ſhape of tongues, to ſignify that 
he came to make them fit preachers of his word; and 
to endow them with the gift of tongues, accompanied 
with heavenly wiſdom, and underſtanding, of the myſte- 
ries of God, and all the Goſpel truths; to the end that. 
they might be enabled to teach and pubhſh, throughout 
the whole world, the faith and law of Chriſt. And 
theſe tongues were of fire, to ſignify how this divine 
Spirit ſets thoſe ſouls on fire, in which he abides; en- 
flaming them with divine love; conſuming the droſs of 
their earthly affeftions; putting them in a continual 
motion of earneſt defires and endeavours, to go forward 
from virtue to virtue, as fire is always in motion; and 
carrying them upwards towards the God of gods in his 
heavenly Sion; as the flame is always aſcending up- 
wards towards its element. O bleſſed fire, when ſhall 
I partake of thy ſacred flames? O come and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of my heart; conſume all theſe bonds that tie it 
to the earth; and carry it up with thee, towards the, 
heavenly furnace, from whence: thou comeſt. Sweet, 
Jeſus, thou haſt ſaid, Lube xii. 49. Ian come to caſt ſire 
on the earth; and what will I but. that it be hindled? O. 
caſt this fire into my ſoul, that it may be kindled there. 
Conſider gdly, that the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
was not promiſed only to the Apoſtles, or to the firſt. 
Chriſtians; nor confined to the primitive ages: but 
was deſigned for a bleſſing, to be entailed on the people 
of God, throughout all ages. J wil aſk the Father, and 
he ſhall give you another Paraclete (or comforter)-that he 
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may abide with you for ever, the Spirit of truth, St. John 


xiv. 16, 17. He was promiſed to be for ever with the 
paſtors of God's church to guide them into all truth in 
— God's people; and to be for ever with the 
ſheep of Chriſt, to guide them into all truth, in their be- 
lief andlife; and to be the ſource of all grace to their 
ſouls. Wherefore, though we are not now to look for 
his viſible coming down any mofe in tongues of fire; 
we are nevertheleſs entitled, if we ſincerely ſeek and 
ſue to him, to expect a ſhare in his inviſible graces and 
communications; and to aſpire to the honour and hap- 
ineſs of being made his temples. Chriſtians, what a 
ppineſs indeed to have the Spirit of God in us! This 
we mult all aim at, with our whole power; this is the 
great devotion of this holy time: this we muſt pray for 
at all times. ET 5 
Conclude witk this humble addreſs of the church to 
the divine Spirit: Come Holy Ghoſt, fill the hrarts of thy 
faithful; and kindle in them the fire of thy lov: : or that 
other of the facred hymn, Come, O Spurit our Creator, 
biet theſe ſouls of thine; and fill with thy heavenly grace 
the breaſts which thou haſt made for thyſelf. Frequently 
repeat theſe or the like - invitations : and truſt in the 
infinite goodneſs of him, who delights to be with the 
children of men, that he will come to thee, and be thy 
„ = 
> 7 WarrTsUN-MoNDAY. 
On the happineſs of having the Holy Ghoſt tn the ſoul. 
ONSIDER firſt, how happy a gueſt. the foul 
entertains, when the has in her the Holy Ghoſt. 
He is called in Scripture the Paraclete (a name that 


ſignifies both comforter and /olicttor } from the. conſola- 


tions and graces he imparts to the foul, to ſweeten all 
her croſſes and labours, in her mortal pilgrimage, and 
to help her to overcome all difficulties and oppoſitions: 


and from his ſoliciting for her, by the ſpirit 8 


which he inſpires, teaching her to pray; as it 


a were praying with her, and in her. He is called, by ex- 
. cellence, the git of the moft High: as ö 
THO 37 
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. we/t that God can give: for what can he give greater 
than chinſelf? A git, comprizing all other gifts. He 
is called the living fountain; er the fountain of lixing 
water, ſpringing up to everlaſiing life, refreſhing the in- 
ward man, aſſwaging the heat of concupiſcence, extin- 
guiſhing all thirſt after the things of this world, and 
watering the ſoul with 4 never-failing ſtream of grace. 
He is called a fire} from the bright flames of love, 
with which he enflames the ſoul. And he is called the 
unction of the foul, from ſweetly diffuſing himſelf 
through all the ſoul, and giving ftrength and vigour to 
it. O what can be wanting to a ſoul, that entertains 
ſuch a gueſt as this! Does ſhe not, in ſome meaſure, 
anticipate the joys of heaven, having within her the 
King of heaven, with all his graces. 15 
Conſider zdly, the happy fruits, which the preſence 
of the Holy Ghoſt produces in the ſoul, as they are 
reckoned up by St. Paul, Gal. v. 22, 29. 1. Gon or 
the love of God, for his own infinite goodneſs fake 
and the love of every neighbour in God, and for God; 
a2 fruit ſo remarkable in the firſt Chriſtians, upon their 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt, that, through their love of 
God, they had all but one heart, and one ſoul, AKs iv. 
. . from the teſtimony of a conſcience; 
and from the ſenſe of the preſence of this divine gueſt, : 
and the experience of his ſweetneſs. g. Peace with 4 
God, with our neighbours, and with ourſelves: a peace 
not 2 to the wicked. 4. Patience in ſupporting 
croſſes and adverſities; which this heavenly Spirit | 
makes light and eaſy, 5. Benignity, or kindneſs, in re- * 
lieving the diſtreſſed. 6. Goon, or a willingneſs to 12 
impartall that is good to every neighbour. 7. Longa- 
nimity, or long- ſuſſering. and perſeverance, A bo. 
ing wearied out with labour, in overcoming evil with 
good. 8. Mz/dne/s in reſtraining wrath, and bearing 
injuries. 9. Faith, or fidelity, to all our engagements, 
both-to God, and our neighbours. 10. Modeſty, or ma- ; 
deration in all things, regulating every motion bath of 1 
foul and body. 11. Conlinency, or temperance, in re- I; 
ſtraining all irregular inclinations; and, 48. Chaſtity, or Þ 
Vor. II. K purity -Y 
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purity, in keeping both ſoul and body from the deſile- 
ments of luſt. O what happy fruits are theſe! O how 
happy is that ſoul in which the Spirit od produces 
all theſe fruits! O my ſoul, bring in this heavenly ſpi- 
Tit into thy inward houſe, and entertain him there, and 
all theſe fruits will be thine. | ED 

Conſider gdly, that, as nothing can be more happy, 
than to have the Holy Ghoſt in the foul; ſo nothing can 
be more miſerable, than to he without this heavenly 
gueſt. Where the Spirit of God is not, there Satan is. 
Alas! can there be a greater miſery than to be poſſeſſed 
by Satan. / any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, ſays 
the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. g. ke 15 none of his. If he be 
none of his, whoſe then muſt he be? Or what ſhare 
can he have in Chriſt, or his kingdom ? Oh! how true 
is that which the church ſings at this time, in her addreſs 
to this divine Spirit, /ine tuo nomine, nihil eſt in homine, 
niſtil oft innoxium. That, without his deity, there is 
nothing in man, there 1s nothing that is innocent. O! 
dread then the mifery of being without him : and flee 
e; all thoſe evils that may drive him away from 

zan | | | 38 1 
Conclude to negle& nothing that is in thy power, 
by which thou mayeſt procure to thy ſoul the happineſs 
of being the living temple of the living God; and of 
having the Holy Ghoſt there, not as a viſiter only, but, 
as taking pp his abode in thee, both for time and eter- 


N WukrsuxTukspaAv, 


5 On the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Coenen firſt, what precious gifts the Spixit 
A- of God brings with hun, 13 comes; and 
what treaſures he imparts to the foul, in which he 
takes up his abode. The prophet reckons up ſeven 
moſt admirable gifts of this holy Spirit, //az. xi. 2. 3, 
when he tiles him ie Sptrit of wiſdom, and of under- 
flanding. the Spirit of counſel, and of fortitude, the Spirit 
of knowledge, and of nts and—the Spirit of the 
1 of the Lord, O how precious indeed, how a 
+ | | ; ah 
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Table are theſe gifts! O how rich is that ſoul, which, 
by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, is put in poſſeſſion 
of theſe treaſures! But what, is this w2/dom. that the 
Holy Ghoſt imparts? Not the w:/dom of this world, 
which is downright folly, in the ſight of God; becauſe 
it looks no farther than earthly toys, and contnving 
for the tranſit enjoyments of this world; whilſt it 
forgets God and eternity. Not the iſdom of the phi- 
loſophers; who buſy themſelves in ſtudying the cours 
ſes of the ſtars, and the ſecrets of nature; and neglect 
to ſeek truth in its fountaiti; becauſe they do not ſe- 
riouſly apply themfelves to know God, and their own 
interiour. But that wi/dom, which alone deſerves this 

lorious name, which conſiſts in the knowledge and 
ove of God: which tends continually to him ; and 
which ſeeks and finds him in all things. 2 
Conſider adly, how precious alſo are thoſe other 
Fin. which the Spirit of God communicates to the 
oul. The gift of underſlanding, which opens the eyes 
of the ſoul to the light of God; and ſets the truths of 
God in their proper light: which clearly diſcovers to 
the ſoul the — and vanity of all temporal ho- 
nours, riches, and pleaſures; and convinceth her that 
nothing is truly great, or worthy of her affection, but 
that which is eternal. By the help of this light, the 
end of our creation, the dignity of an immortal ſoul, 
the nature of our mortal pilgrimage, the four laſt 
things, and other Chriftian truths, fink deep into the 
ſoul, and have a wonderful influence upon the whole 
condutt of our lives. But then, as we are ſtrangers 
and travellers here below, and are obliged to make the 
| beſt of our way towards our true country, through the 
midſt of difficulties and dangers; and with infinate oppo-, 
ſition from ſtrong and ſubtle enemies; the Spirit of 
comes in to our aſſiſtance, with two other admi- 
rable gifts: .v22. the gift of coun/el, to ſhew. us our way; 
to diſcover to us the ſnares and artifices of our ene-, 
mies; and to 2 us ſafe through all dangers; and the 
gift of fort:tude, or heavenly courage, and ſtrength, to 
animate us to encounter 2 oppoſition, from the words 
: 2 a | © 
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the fleſh, and the devil; and to help us to come off 
with victory in all our conflicts. O how happy is that 
traveller who has ſuch a guide, ſuch a counſellor, ſuch 
a powerful helper and proteftor! | 
Conſider gdly, the reſt of the gifts, which the Holy 
Ghoſt imparts to every ſoul in which he dwells : biz. 

the gift of knowledge, to inſtruct her in every virtue, 
and — duty; and in every ſtep ſhe is to ale in or- 
der to God, and a happy eternity. Then the gift of 
godlineſs or piety; which makes the foul quite in ear- 
neſt, and perfettly fervent, in the ſervice of God; ſo 

that ſhe runs on with vi , and alacrity, in the wa 
of all his divine commandments. And laſtly the 2 
of the fear of the Lord, which the Scripture calls the he- 
Zinning of wiſdom; which reſtrains the ſoul from all 
that may offend God; and makes her fear his diſplea- 
fure, more than any other evil whatſoever. Can any 
treaſures earth be comparable to theſe ? 

_ Conclude to fet high value upon theſe heavenly 
gifts, the leaſt of which is worth more than all the 
world can give. How rich then is — — 5 
joys them all, by enjoying the Spirit , who is the 

Tore of ob her ir rb ck can impart ſuch 


 WHrTSUN-WEDNESDAY. 


On the means of keeping the Holy Ghoſt in the ſoul. 
ONSIDER firft, that the foul which has been 
. W Favouret with a viſit from the Holy Ghoſt, if ſhe 
HAeſires a continuance of that happineſs, muſt take care 
to entertain him, in a proper manner. For if ſhe takes 
 Intle or no notice of this heavenly - tf ſhe quickly 
turns her back upon him, to atten: — e 
impertinent amuſement, that offers itſelf ; if ſhe do not 
frequently go in, to wait upon him, in her inward houſe; 
if 2 erfe with him there; ſhe will 
_ loſe him ; ſhe will drive him away from her. 
He de I to be with them, that delight to be with 
him, He expets a correſpondence 


return of love. 
And 


— 
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And therefore withdraws bimſelf from fuck fouls as 


take no care to entertain him, by recollection and love; 
but chooſe to give Themſelves” up to diſſipation of 
thought, and to ſquander away that precious time, 
which they ſhould ſpend in his company, in following 
empty phantoms, and roving imaginations. - O my 
ſoul, is not this too often thy caſe? Amongſt the ma- 
ny thoughts, which ſucceſſively occupy thy. mind, all 
the day long, how few are there that are any thing to 
the purpoſe ; how few that are fit to come in, toappear 
in preſence of the Holy Ghoſt? How then canſt thou 
expect, he will ſtay with thee, if thou introduceſt ſuch 
company as this into his lodging? M 
Conſider adly, that as the Spirit of God will not 
dwell in a ſoul, that does not attend on him by recol-- 
lection of thought: fo neither will he dwell in a ſoul, 
that does not ſerve him, with purity of heart and affec- 
tion. He will be ſole maſter of the heart, in which he 
reſides : he will allow of no partner there. He is a 
jealous lover that will bear no rival. A heart, divided 
in its aſſedi ions, between the Creator and the creature, 
excludes the Holy Ghoſt: he will fuffer no diviſion ; 
he claims the whole heart: the bed is too narrow fo - Y 
hold two“: he will have all or none. Chriſtians, if * 4 
then you pretend to the happineſs of being temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, you muſt not admit of any idols in 
your ſouls. Now all diſorderly affections are idols, in- 
almuch as, by them, you prefer the creature before the 
Creator: and all ſuch affections are diſorderh, as capti--. 
vate your hearts, and take them off from God. Let the 
hielt of your love be ever is innocent in itſelf, it is : 
no longer innocent when it is loved without a due ſub- ; 
ordination to the love of God. It becomes then im- 
pure; it defiles the heart: it chaſes away the Spirit of 
God; who will not dwell but in a clean heart. 
Conſider gdly, that, in erder to keep the xe |; 
Ghoſt in the ſoul, ſo that he may chooſe to + dwell 
there, as in his temple: we muſt not only keep this 
_ temple clean and undefiled : for F any man molate the 
temple of God, ham will * defiroy, 1 Cor. iii, 17: but 
| | | | | we 


5 Iſaia xxviu. 20. 
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we muſt alſo take care, th it be made a hor bof prayer; 
as the houſe of God ſhould be. We muſt frequent! 
go into this temple; there togyorſhip this Spirit of truth, 
en pit and truth. We muſt apply and employ all the 
three rr 
underſtanding, in frequently attending there upon their 
God; in the of — 0 15 a — wor- 
ſhip of God ſhould be ever going forward, in this tem- 
ple of his. "This is the true way, to engage him to ſtay 
with us, and to make our ſouls the place of his reſt for 
. Conclude to make uſe of all theſe means to entertain 
this ſoverei gueſt, and wo fix him in your ſouls. 

Give him poffeſſion of your memory and under- 
Randing, by recollection of thought, and attention to 
his preſence: and make him the abſolute maſter of 
- your will, by ſimplicity of intention, andpurity of heart 
and 108 ; and he will be yours for ever. 


WuitsUn-THursDAY. 


On the marks of the Holy Ghoft's abiding in the ſoul. 
ONSIDER firſt, that the ſureſt way to make a 
*£ judgment, whether the Holy Ghoſt abides in the 
 Joul, or no; is by his fruits. The Spirit of God never 
hes idle: he is a fire that is always active; always in 
motion; always tending npwards. If we find nothing 
of this in our foul, we have reaſon to fear he is not 
there: His fruits are charity, joy, peace, patience, &c. 
If we have none of theſe fruits, he is not with us. My 
foul, what is thy faith? Is it firm? Is i lively? Or is 
* not rather dull and dead? Does it ſhew itſelf in the 
prattice of thy life? Doſt thou live by faith ? What 
ds thy 1 — hat is thy fenſe of the things of eter- 
nity ? What is thy eſteem of ſpiritual things? What is 
thy devetion? What is thy love for God, and thy 
—— What is thy deſire of making a daily pro- 
grels in the way of -God? By examining thyſelf upon 
theſe heads, it will be eaſy to judge whether the Holy 


- 


Ghoſt be with thee, or av. But eſpecially, there =_ 
- +1 


f 


* 
- 
* * 


ſurer mark of this divine Spirit abiding in the foul, 
than a conſtant and fervent deſire of loving God daily 
more and more; and of eger khowin _ doing his - 
holy will in all things. Doſt thou fin 7 1h, this 
5 2 deſire of loving and pleaſing God ? If fo, the 
| Spirit of God cannot be far from thee. 
Conſider edly, that as there is an 1 
between the Spirit of God, and wilful ſin; ſo one * 
the ſureſt marks of the Holy Ghoſt reſiding i in the 
ſoul, is a ſettled conflant abhorrence of wilful fin; with 
a fixt determination of the ſoul, never to admit, for the 
future, any ſuch ſin, upon any conſideration whatſo- 
ever. My ſoul, what is thy diſpoſition in this regard ? 
Art thou fully determined to be ever faithful and loyal 
to thy God, both in life and death? Doſt thou reſo- 
lutely renounce Satan, all his works, both for the 
preſent time, and for ever? Is it thy conſtant and ſet- 
fled reſolution, never to tranſgreſs the holy law and 
commandments of God, for any worldly honour, inte- 
reſt, or pleaſure; for any reſpect of perſon; for any 
fear or love; for any _ that the world can give, or 
take away; or for any conſideration? I this be 
thy fincere Aifpoliion joe” determination, the H 
' Ghoſt is with thee ? but if thou art not thusdetefmi 
there 16 By reogyt "ai him m e becauſe Satan in 
| Conſider ally, "that whete the Holy Ghoſt comes, 


he convinces the world of fin, and of juftece, und o 
ment, John xbi- 8. He convinces the foul foul of - 2 
afmuch as tre gives to the ſoul, which he enli | 
with his preſence, a ſenſe of the enormity of , and 
of the multitude and greatneſs of her own ſins in par- 
ticular; a horrour for that helliſn monſter; and a de- 
bre of aboliſhing it by penance. He diſcovers alſo 
many ſtains, where the ſoul before perceived none; 
and humbles her apy. Lf oy the conviction of her 
manifold guilt, M | thou experience in thy. 
felf this coxvidzon of fm ? The Holy, Ghoſt his com- 
ag continue, alſo the foul of the ſgfice of iſt, and 
PN" law; of the — of virtue and koli- 


neſs; 
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neſs; and of the pleaſure and happineſs, that is found 
in ſerving God in earneſt. Art thou, my ſoul, practi- 
cally convinced of all this? Doſt thou practically prefer 
this manna of heaven, before the 9 of Egypt? 
Again, the Holy Ghoſt, by his coming, convinces the 
ſoul of the wrong judgment ſhe has. hitherto made, in 
* the od and the prince of this world, who 
35 already judged, and condemned; and of the 1:ght 
judgment 333 to make of all things; in order to 
eſcape that judgment, which God will otherwiſe one 
day make of her. Doſt thou, my ſoul, find in thee 
this. convidtion of judgment? Is thy judgment rectified by 
the Holy Gholt, in regard to truth — falſhood, verity 
and vanity, time and eternity? Doſt thou not ſtill fol. 
low, by a perverſe jadgment, the prince of this world, 
rather than Jeſus Chriſt: the maxims of worldlings, 
who are liars in their balances; rather than the prac- 
tice of the Saints, who weigh all things in the ſcales of 
the ſanftuary? Will thy way of judging be able to ſtand 
the teſt of the laſt great trial? 

, Conclude to examine well, by fuch marks as theſe, 
whether the Spirit of God be with thee, or not. If thou 
ſeemeſt to find in thyſelf theſe marks of his preſence ; 
return him humble thanks: but be not too ſecure, leſt 
the artifices of thy ſelf-love ſhould deceive thee; or thy 
pride ſhould drive him away from thee. But if thow 
diſcovereſt not in thyſelf theſe marks of his being with 
thee; bewail thy e men and give thyſelf no reſt; till, 
by penitential tears, and fervent prayer, and all the 
other means, by which the Holy Ghoſt is to be invited 
into the ſoul, has bat grounds to hope, that he is re- 

turned to thee. F 125 
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ne the ſacrament of confirmation. . 
CON SIDER firſt, that confirmation is a ſacraments 8 
3 by which the faithful, if duly-diſpoſed, receive the J 
Holy Ghoſt, together with all his gifts and graces; in = 
order to make them ſtrong and perfect . The 95 
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Apoſtles were confirmed, in a wonderful manner, by the 
Holy Ghoſt's coming down viſibly upon them, on 
Whit-funday ; but the reſt of the faithful were to be 
confirmed by their miniſtry, and by that of their ſue- 
ceſſors, the biſhops of God's church; receiving the 
Hoty Ghoſt by the impoſition of their hands, and 
prayer, Ads viii. 15, 17, 18. and chap. xix.6. Give 
thanks to our Lord, for this ſacred inſtitution, by means 
of which he perpetuates in his church, the miſſion of 
his Holy Spirit, and the communication of his graces. 
What a dignity, what a happineſs, to receive the Holy 
Ghoft, the Lord of heaven and earth, and the inex- 
hauſttble fource of all grace! Whereſoever he comes, 
he brings with him all his treaſures ; and he is r 
liberal, in imparting them to all ſuch ſouls, as are di 
poſed to receive them: How much then are they _ 
own enemies, who either negle this great means of 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt; or elſe come to it, without 
due diſpoſitions; and ſo loſe the benefit of it; and 
even pervert it to their own dammation. - * 2 
Conſider 2dly, that the proper and peculiar grace of 
the ſacrament of confirmation is a heavenly fortitude; 
that is to ſay, a ſpiritual ſtrength, valour, and courage, 
in order to maintain the caule of God and bur fouls, 
againſt the viſible and invifible enemies of our faith. 
By this ſacrament we are made ſoldiers of Chriſt: 
Here we give in our names to be enliſted in the ſervice 
of this great king: we put ourſelves under his banner: 
| we receive the . mark of his cro/s on our fore- 
heads; his croſs, which is the royal ſtandard of all his 
troops: here we engage ourſelves to fight his battles, 
againſt. the world, the fleſh, and the devil: and we are 
equipped out, with proper arms for this warfare. O 
how glorious is this title of a ſoldier of Chriſt! How 
Happy this ſervice ! What have we to apprehend, fol- 
lowing Chriſt for our captain; and having his holy 
Spirit with us, to guide, ſtrengthen, encourage, and 
defend us? But O the noble pay, which this great king 
gives to his ſoldiers! For he gives them — els. 
than himſelf, and that for eternity. Be thou 7arthful 


] 
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until death, ſaith he, and I will give thee the crown of 
life, Apocal. ii. 10. YN 

_ - Conſider gdly, that, in the ſacrament of confirma- 

tion, the ſoul is, in a particular manner, dedicated and 

conſecrated to God, by the unction of his holy Spirit; 

at the ſame time that the forehead is anointed with the 

holy Chriſm. This Chriſm isa compound of oil, and 


balm of Gilead, ſolemnly conſecrated by the biſhops of 


God's church, on Maunday Thurſday; kept in the 
church with the utmoſt reverence; and only uſed in 
me confecration of ſuch things as are more ſolemnly 
dedicated to God, or more nearly deputed to his divine 
ſervice. So that the uſing this holy oil in confima- 
tion, is to give us to e Kas that, by this. ſacrament; 
we allo are ſolemnly dedicated, ſanctified, and conſe. 
crated to God; to be the temples of his Spirit. Inaſ- 
much as: this viſible unftion, and conſecration of the 
body, is the outward ſign of the inviſible unction, and 
conſecration of the ſoul, by the Spirit of God: as all 
the facraments are outward ſigns of inward grace. 
Chriſtians, what are your thoughts of this conſecration, 
which your ſouls have received? Have you hitherto 
conſidered yourſelves, as a people particularly dedicated 
to God, and ſanctified by the unction of his Spirit? 
Have you reflected, that you have been ſanctified, with 
the like confecration, to that with which the altars, and 
temples of God, are folemnly dedicated to his ſervice? 
Remember this, at leaſt, for the future; and let your 
lives ſhew forth, that you are indeed the living temples 
of the living God. 

Conclude to ſet a high value upon the grace of your 
confirmation ; and to live up to the glorious charattef 
you there received. See you behave, in every reſpect, 
as becomes ſtrong and perfect Chriſtians, and ſoldiers 
of. Chriſt. Beware of receiving ſo great a grace in 
vain. 1 e 7 . 
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WHITSUN-SATURDAY. 


On the obligations of our confirmation. 
C ONSIDER firſt, that confirmation is oneof thoſe 


three ſacraments, which imprint a character, or 
ſpiritual mark, in the ſoul. . The nature of this cha. 
rafter of confirmation is ſuch, as to carry with it a cer. 
tain dedication of the ſoul to the ſervice of God, in 
the quality of bis ſoldier: as the character of baptiſm 
marks us out for the people of God; and the character 
of Holy Orders for the miniſters of God. Hence it 
is, that theſe three ſacraments, after they have been 
once received, cannot be received any more; becauſe 
the character which they leave in the ſoul, which is the 
mark of the conſecration of the foul to God, can never 
be loſt, and therefore can never be repeated. But then 
theſe three ſacraments carry alſo with them a ſtrift ob- 
ligation, of living up to his character, and to this con- 
ſecration, which they impart to the ſoul: and thus this 
ſacrament of confirmation in particular, obliges us to 
obſerve the whole diſcipline, of the ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt; to ſtand to our colours; to fight manfully the 
battles of our Lord; and rather to die than to change 
Lies, or to go over to the enemy, by any wilful ſin, 
This is the allegiance we owe to Chriſt, in quality of 
his ſoldiers: this we oblige ourſelves to, when we re- 
ceive the character of confirmation. 3 NE 
_ Conſider adly, that the ſoldiers of this world pro- 
feſs a ſtrict regard, to all the laws of their calling, and 
to the orders of their officers. They expoſe themſelves 
to all kind of labours and dangers, in marches, in ſieges, 
and in battles. They endure heats and colds, and all 
the inclemencies of-the weather, and the ſeaſons; they 
ſuffer hunger and thirſt, watchings, and all other hard. 
hips, to which their ſtation of lite expoſes them: and 
all this for a trifling conſideration of a ſmall pay, 
What leſſons are here for Chriſtians, who, by the ſacra- 
ment of confirmation, have enliſted themſelves ſoldiers 


of Chriſt? How much more. ought they to embrace 


with 
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with courage, all the labours and ſufferings, to which 
their ſpiritual warfare expoſes them? Eſpecially as 
they fight under the banner of ſo great a king ; in his 
preſence and company: and for ſo great a reward. But 
alas the foldiers of this world will, I fear, one day riſe 
up in judgment, and condemn us, for having done and 
ſuffered fo little in the warfare of Chriſt, in compariſon 
with what they have done and ſuffered in the warfare 
of the world! 

Conſider gdly, that whatſoever is once dedicated and 
conſecrated to God, ought to continue for ever dedi- 
_ cated and conſecrated to his divine ſervice. And it is 
no leſs a crime than ſacrilege, to pervert any thing, de- 
dicated to him, to profane ufes. Therefore the foul, 
which, by the ſacrament of confirmation, has been de- 
dicated, ſanctiſied, and conſecrated to God; and which 
always carries about with her the mark of this conſecra- 
tion, is ſtrictiy obliged thereby to be ever his; to be 
ever faithful; and to be ever holy; as a thing dedi- 
cated to his divine ſervice, both in quality of his Eicher, 
and of his temple. O remember Chriſtians, that the 
character, which the ſoul receives in thts ſacrament, 
can never be effaced, neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come: that, if we live up to the obligations 
of it, it will ſhine moſt brightly in our ſouls to eter- 
nity, and be no ſmall] addition to our everlaſting glo 
and happineſs: but if we ſhould defile and profane this 
| facred mark of Chriſt, by a ſinful life; and after theſe 

folemn engagements, and the confecration of our ſouls 
to him, ſhould become rebels and deſerters; that this 
| ſame mark would appear in judgment againſt us; it 
would condemn us at the bar of divine juſtice; it 
would continue with us for ever; as a mark of diſgrace; 
a perpetual reproach among the damned; and an ad- 
ditional torture and gripe to the ſoul, for having once 
been dedicated to God; and having been ſo mad, ſo 
wretched, ſo wicked, as to apoſtatize from him. 

. Conclude to bear always in mind, the ſacred charac- 
terof thy confirmation, as well as that of thy baptifm ; 
that thou mayeſt live up to the obligations of _o 

L 


ft ob & & = om2 We net 


+» a Sg WW a. ese 4 oo 


Lond 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 117 


both. Be not terrified at the proſpe& of the conflicts 
thou muſt ſuſtain : or the croſſes and hardſhips, thou 
wilt have to go through in this warfare: the grace of 
God, and his 22 which Juryaferh all under/tanding, 
Phil. iv. 7. will ſupport thee, and never /ufer thee to 15 
tempted above thy ſtrengtli, 1 Cor. x. 13. but bring thee 
off with comfort and victory: In token of which, the 
biſhop, when he confirmed thee, gave thee a blow on 
the cheek, as a declaration of the adverſities thou waſt 
to ſuſtain; but at the ſame time gave thee God's peace, 
that thou mighteſt underſtand, that God would be with 
thee, in them all, and never leave thee, | 


TRINITY-SUNDAY. 
On the blefſed Trinity. 
NONSIDER firſt, that on this day, the church 
ſets before the eyes of our ſouls, this principal 
myſtery of the Chriſtian faith; by which we An 
eternal God, in three ſeveral perſons: which we call 
the myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity or of three in one; 
three perſons in one God. This is the great object of 
the Chriſtian's worſhip. This we ought to adore eve 
day, and every hour. Every Sunday in the year might 
be called Trinity-Sunday ; becauſe every Sunday is ſet 
aſide for the worſhip of this adorable Trinity, our 


Lord, and our God. Yea, all our time belongs to him: - 


and the great ſacrifice, that is offered daily, on millions 
of altars, throughout the world, is principally deſigned 
to give 2 adoration, homage, praiſe, and 3 
to the moſt holy Trinity. But then this day is more 
particularly appointed by the church, (which has now 
juſt finiſhed the celebrating the other great feſtivals, 
relating to the myſteries of our redemption, and ſancti. 
fication, wrought by the three divine perſons,) in 
order to honour, in a more particular manner, this 
chiefeſt myſtery of our religion. Come then, my foul, 
and come all.ye Chriſtian fouls with me, this day : and 


let us bow down all our powers, to adore this incom.-. 


r. 3 prehenſib e 
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nſible myſtery. The more it is above our reach, 
the more worthy it is, both of our faith and venera- 
tion. 4 
Conſider adly, more in particular, what our faith 
teaches us, with relation to this myſtery. We believe 
there is but one true and living God, and no more; 
eternal, incomprehenfible, ommpotent, and infinite in 
all his attributes, and perfections. In this one God, we 
beheve three e- yu of the ſame ſubſtance, 
and eſſence, perfect? ual in age, in er, in 
wiſdom, and in all — the Fatker, hoe no 
beginning, and proceeds from no one: the Son, who 
proceeds from the Father, by an eternal and ineffable 
generation; as his living word, arid wiſdom, the 
brightneſs of his glory, and the moſt perfect image of 
his perſon: and the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of God, 
who proceeds eternally from the Father and the Son. 
We believe that theſe three are one, by having all 
three the ſame Godhead, that is, the ſame divine na- 
ture. The Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy 
Ghoſt is God: And yet they are not three Gods, but 
one God, one Lord, one Almighty, in three ſeveral 
perſons, This is the true Chriſtian catholick belief of 
the myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, eſſentially neceſſary 
for our eternal ſalvation. Let us then make frequent 
als of faith, concerning this fovereign truth; let us caſt 
d6wn every proud thought, that offers to rebel againſt 
it: God himſelf has taught it; who neither can deceive 
nor be deceived, | 
Conſider gdly, that it is not our faith alone, but our 
lives alſo, that muſt render proper homage to this ado- 
rable myſtery of the eternal Trinity. What will it 
wail thee tÞdi/tourſe profoundly of the Trinity, ſaith a 
— of God, 7 thraugh want kumility, thou be 
di/agreeable to the Trinity? Humility of mind, and heart, 


is the moſt agreeable homage that man can pay to this 
infinite majeſty. Heaven is my throne, ſaith he, [/az. 
vi. 1,2, and the earth my foot-flool—My hand made all 
theſe things—but ta whom 2 


I have re/ped, but to him 
0 F tap 
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that 1s poor and little, and of a contrite ſpirit, and that 
trembleth at my words? Learn alſo from the Epiſtle of 
this day, as a part of the homage thou oweſf to the 
moſt ſacred Trinity, to adore in ſilence the depth of 
the ſecret counſels and judgments of God, and the 
wiſdom of his edi ways; and, in all events, 
to give glory to him. For of him, and by him, and in 
= are all things : to him be glory for ever: Amen. 

om. xi. 36. | + 

88 to come daily before the throne of the 
eternal Trinity, with thy beſt homage of fanh, love, 
and humility. Adore the almighty power of the Fa- 
ther, the infinite wiſdom of the Son, and the incom- 
prehenfible goodneſs, and love, of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And give up the three powers of thy foul, and thy 
whole being without reſerve to be and diſpoſed of, 
for time and etermty, by this infinite power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, 


MONDAY AFTER — 3 
On the figures of the blefled Eucharift. And the 
. fue of the ſed Exchari. And fo of 


"\NONSIDER firſt, that the Old Teftament was a 
figure of the New: and that all the moſt re- 
markable events, that are there recorded by the Spirit 
of God, have relation, in the way of prophetick figures, 
to Chriſt, and his church of the New Teſtament. 
Thus the redemption, or deliverance of the children of 
Ifrael out of the flavery in Egypt, was a figure of the 
redemption of man by Chrift, from the bondage of Sa- 
tan and fin; and the means that were then ordered, and 
appointed to be ufed, as a preparation for that delive- 
rance, were a figure of what was to be afterwards done 
by our Redeemer, for the deliverance of all mankind, 
from a far worfe ſlavery. Now it was appointed, Exod, 
Ni, that the children of Iſrael, the night before their 
going ont of re. Mould, in all their families, offer 
4p an unſpotted lamb in facrifice; and that they ſhould 
L 2 ſprinkle 
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ſprinkle their door-poſts with the blood of the victim, 
as a ſign for the deſtroying angel, who flew that night 
all the firſt-born of Egypt, to pafs over their houſes ; 
and that they ſhould eat the fleſh, of the lamb, that 
ſame night, roaſted at the fire, with unleavened bread, 
and wild lettuce; having their loins girt, their ſhoes on 
their feet, and their ſtaves in their hands, in readineſs 
to take their journey, which they were immediately to 
begin, in conſequence of the eee of that night. 
See here my ſoul, this illuſtrious figure: but now let us 
come to the application of it. 

Conſider therefore, adly, that this unſpotted lamb, 
fiſt offered in ſacrifice, and then eaten in a ſacred and 
myſterious ſign, or ſacrament, was a lively figure of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the true Lamb of God, offered up in ſa- 
crifice for our redemption from fin and hell; with the 
fprinkling of whoſe blood, our ſouls are reſcued . from 
the power of Satan, and from the ſecond death. And 
whoſe ſacred fleſh we are commanded to eat in the di- 
vine myſteries, as' an earneft of the ſhare we have in 
him, and his ſacrifice; as a ſovereign means of com- 
municating to our ſouls the fruit of our redemption, 
and all the grace purchaſed by our Redeemer; as a 
pledge of our eternal happineſs; and as a preparation, 
and a viaticum, for the great journey we are to make 
out of this Egypt of the — to the true land of pro- 
miſe, the land of the living. O my ſoul, let us adore, 

raiſe, and give thanks to our Lord, for theſe wonders 
e has wrought in our favour, in theſe heavenly myſ- 
teries. Let us embrace, with all affection this Lamb of 
God, immolated for our ſins; this Chriſtian paſch; 
this victim of our redemption; this new ſacrifice of 
the new covenant, the coyenant of life, and love: Let 
us frequently approach to theſe myſteries ; but ſee it be 

with due diſpo itions. | | 
' Conſider gdly, that the paſchal lamb was to be eaten 
with unleavened bread, and wild lettuce, to ſignify the 
diſpoſitions of ſoul, with which we ought to come to 
the Chriſtian paſſover. Chriſt is now our paſchal lamb. 
Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. v. 8. let us feaſt, not 


with 
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with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice, and 
wickedneſs; but with the unleavened bread of fincerity and 
truth. So that a purity of intention, uprightneſs, and 
ſimplicity of heart, and the fincere diſpoſition of a ſoul, 
which defires to give herſelf up, without reſerve, to her 
| Redeemer, are ſignified by the unleavened bread, with 
which the paſch was to be eaten: as the wholeſome 
bitterneſs of. a true repentance, and contrition for our 
ſins, is ſignified by the bitter taſte of the wild lettuce. 
And whereas it was alſo ordered, that, in eating the 
paſchal lamb, they ſhould have their loins gut up, their 
ſhoes on their feet, and their ſtaves in their hands: we 
are to learn from theſe ceremonies, that, if we would 
worthily approach to the Lamb of God, in the facred 
myſteries, we muſt gird up the Joins of our foul, by a 
reſolute reſtraint of our paſſrons, and huſts; and have 
our feet, that is, the affections of the foul, fhod 1 the 

reparation of the goſpel: ace, iv. 16; that is, 
5 a ae LA oY Pen all thangs, the 
rules of the Goſpel, as the' only way to true peace: 
and hold our ſtaves in our hands, as pilgrims and tra- 
vellers, not having any property, or laſting dwelling 
here, but wholly bent on making the beft of aur way 
to our true country. | 
Conclude to frequent henceforward the great Chriſ- 
tian paſſover of the moſt blefled Eucharill. with the 
diſpoſition of true Iſraelites, leaving Egypt, and march. 


ing towards the land of promiſe. Ever conſider it as 


the ſacrifice, and facrament, of your deliverance and 
' redemption, and approach to it with the devotion, 


which this conſideration requires: as the Ifraelites 


were commanded to ſolemnize, by the annual devo- 
tion of the ſacrifice and facrament of the paſchal lamb, 
the memory of their redemption from their Egyptian 
Dondage. 5 | 
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TUESDAY AFTER TRINITY:SUNDAY, 


Of the manna, and the bread of Elias. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the manna, with which 
God fed the children of Iſrael, for forty years in 
the wilderneſs, from their going out of Egypt, till their 
entering in to the land of promiſe, was another pro- 
phetick emblem of the true bread of heaven, which we 
receive in the blefſed Euchariſt. He commanded the 
elouds from above, and opened the doors -of heaven, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, Ixxvii. 2g, 24, 25. And he rained down 
manna upon them to eat; and gave them the brad of 
heaven : man did eat the bread of Angels. And yet this 
miraculous food, formed by Angels, and ſent down 
from the clouds, and therefore called the bread of hea- 
ven, and the bread of Angels, was but a figure of that 
bread of life, which we receive in the bleſſed ſacra- 
ment: an illuſtrious figure indeed, but nothing in com- 
pariſon with the truth. Mo/es dit not. give you bread 
from heaven, ſays our Lord to the Jews, John vi. (for 
the manna only came down from the clouds) but my 
Father giveth you the true bread from heauven.—1 am the 
leving bread which came down from heaven. If any man 
eat of this bread, he ſhall live for ever : and the bread that 
4 will give is eh for the life of the world, — As the 
long Father hath ent me, and I live by the Father : /o 
he. that ratet me, the ſame alſe foal live by ne. This is 
the bread that came down ſrom heaven, not as your fathers 
did eat manna, and are dead, He that 8 thas yy 
hall live for ever. verſ. 32, 51, 52, 58, 59. my ſoul, 
— — this — and 1 bread. 
Conſider 2dly, that the manna was the food, upon 
whichthe people of God lived, for forty years, in the 
wilderneſs; but which ceafed, as ſoon as they came 
to eat of the fruits of the land of promiſe: to give us 
to underſtand, that the bread of heaven, which we here 
receive, veiled under the ſacramental ſpecies, in the 


_ - bleſſed Euchariſt, is to be the food, nouriſhment, 
ſtrength, and life, of our ſouls, during our mortal pil. 


P 


* 
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grimage, through the wilderneſs of this world; till we - 


come to the true land of promiſe, and there eat of the 
happy fruits. of that bleſſed land of the living, by the 


'  beatifick viſion and contemplation of the Divinity: 


and that then all facramental veils ſhall be removed ; 
and we ſhall ſee, and feed, upon life antl truth itſelf, 
face to face, for all eternity. Chriſtians, if you hope 
to arrive one day at this happy land of KP: ſee you 
neglect not to gather, for your journey, the manna of 


- 


heaven, by the frequent and worthy approaching to the 


bread of life, in the moſt holy ſacrament: without this 
ſupport, you wall periſh in Ahe wilderneſs, and never 
reach your journeys end. But, if you would truly re- 
liſh this heavenly manna, you muſt take care not to let 
your palate be depraved, like the carnal Jews, by an af- 
fettion to the onions, and fleſh-pots of Egypt. 
Conſider gdly, another figure of this heavenly food, 
in that hearth-cake of the prophet Elias, with which he 
was fed by an Angel in the wilderneſs, when he was 
fleeing ſrom the perſecution of Jezabel: 1 Kings xix, 
In the ſtrength of which, he walked forty days, and forty 
nights, unto the mount of God Horeb. v. 8: Where he 
was favoured with the viſion of the Deity, as far as man 
is capable of ſeeing him in this life. Ariſe, eat, ſaid the 
Angel to him v. 7, /or thou haſt yet a great way to go. 
All which expreſſes to us, that retiring from the dan- 
gers, and the contagion of a wicked world, as from the 


impious Jezabel, in order to make our journey to the 


mountain of God, the mountain of eternity: we muſt 
have recourſe to this bread oſ heaven, for our ſupport 
in our way; for we have yet a great way to go, being 
far off from that perfection, which is required before 
we can come to the viſion of God; and this barren 
wilderneſs, through which we are to travel, affording us 
no proper food for our ſuſtenance in the way, but what 
we muſt have from heaven. e 
Conclude, my ſoul, if thou aſpireſt after this moun- 
tain of God, and the happy viſion of him, drligently to 


procure this bread of. lite, in the ſtrength of which thou 


may eſt 


<0 
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mayeſt alſo walk, during the forty days of thy pilgri- 
mage, to that bleſſed mountain. But remember that 
this bread was only given in the wilderneſs, that is, in 
retirement and ſolitude: and that the manna was not 
given, till the people had left Egypt: and learn from 
thence, that a ſpirit of recollection, and a purifying of 
the heart, from the affettons to the Egypt of this 
world, are the beſt diſpoſitions for the bread of heaven. 


WEDNESDAY AFTER TRINITY-SaNDAY. 


Of other figures of the blefſed Euchariſt. 


ONSID R firſt, that, the ſacrifice of Melchiſe- 
dech, Gen. xiv. 18. in bread and wine, was another 
figure of the ſacrifice, and ſacrament, of the body and 
blood of Chriſt, in the Euchariſt : as Melchiſedech him- 
ſelf, and his prieſthood was an illuſtrious figure of Chriſt 
and his eternal prieſthood, as we learn from P/alm cx. 4. 
and Heb. vii. And {6 likewiſe, in the law of Moſes, all 
thofe ſacrifices commonly called peace-offerrngs, in 
which both the prieſt and the people were partakers of 
| the victim, were alſo figures of Chriſt ſacrificed for us, 
and received by us. 85 many ways was the divine 
majeſty pleaſed, both before the law, and in the law, to 
me forth to us, not only the ſacrifice, in which his Son 
ſhould be both our prieſt and victim; but alſo the ſa- 
crament, by which he ſhould communicate his own 
fleſh to us. Learn from hence my ſoul, what reverence, 
what devotion, thou oweſt to our tremendous my ſte- 
ries; the very figures of which were ſo ſacred, and ſo 
venerable. It was a great crime, if any one that was 
not clean and pure, preſumed to approach to theſe an- 
cient ſacrifices; what purity then is the Chriſtian now 
obliged to bring with him, when he — to the 
truth, of which theſe were but thadows? - 

Conſider 2dly, that God appointed twelve loaves, 
made of fine flour, to ſtand always in his temple, before 
the veil of the ſancta ſanctorum or the inward ſanctuary: 
placed there upon a table, made for that purpoſe, cf 
incorruptible wood, and overlaid with gold: and that 
the cleateſt frankincenſe ſhould be put upon * 2 

| that 
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that the bread might be for a memorial of the oblation of 
the Lord, 9 an everlaſting covenant. Levit. xxiv. 5, 6, 
7, 8. Theſe loaves, called the holy bread, and the /oaves 


oly Euchariſt. They always ſtood before the Lord in 
his temple, as an offering made to hum by his people; 
as a figure of that ſolemn offering which ſhoul be af- 
terwards daily made, under the form of bread, in the 
church of Chriſt. The cleareſt frankincenſe was put 
upon them, to denote the pure prayer, and devotion, 
with which this offering was to be made: And the 
ſtood before the veil, with the golden candleſtick, and 
the altar of perfumes; to ſignify that the ſovereign 
means to bring our ſouls to God, and to introduce us 
within the veil 

right uſe of the bread of life, which we have in the 


bleſied Euchariſt ; joined with devout prayer; and the- 


lights and graces of the Spirit of God, fignified by the 
ſeven branches of the golden candleſtick. | 


Conſider gdly, that the tree of life, planted in che 
madſt of the earthly Paradiſe, Gen. ii. 9, was alſo a 
figure of the bleſſed ſacrament. The fruit of this tree 


had that excellent property, that if ſin had not baniſhed 
us from that happy abode, we ſhould have been main- 
tained thereby in a conſtant vigour, ftrength and health; 
and ſo ſhould have never died. O how well does the- 


bleſſed Euchariſt anſwer this noble figure! Seeing we 
ltere feed upon life itſelf, in its very ſource; and by, 


frequently and worthily approaching to it, receive a 


plentiful ſupply of heavenly grace, for the maintaining 


the vigour, ſtrength, and health, of the ſoul; that ſo 


we may never incur the ſecond death; but may paſs 
from lite to life; from the life of grace, to the life of 


glory; from lite, concealed under ſacramental veils, to 
lite ſeen and enjoyed, without ſhadow or change, for 
all eternity. | 

Conclude, from all theſe ancient types and figures, ſo 
noble, and ſo expreſſive of the bleſſed Euchariſt, and its 
fruits, to raiſe thy thoughts and heart above this earth, 
and all that is earthly, in the uſe of this heavenly ſacra- 

| ment. 


N or ſhew-bread, were alſo a figure of the 


into his eternal ſanctuary, would be the 
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ment. And aſſure thyfelf, that this divine myſtery, To 


many ways preſigured, both in the law of nature, and in 
the law of Moſes, muſt needs be ſomething far ſuperior 
to all types and figures. | 


Corevus-CnrisTi Dar. 


| On the inſtitution of the bleſſed Euchariſt. 
ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, having finiſhed 
the courſe of his mortal life, When e hour was 
now come that he ſhould paſs out of this world to the Fa- 
ther: having loved his own who were in the world, ſays 
the beloved. diſciple, ohn xiii. 1, he loved them unto the 
end: and gave them, in the laſt. ſtage of his life, the 
moſt evident tokens of his boundlefs love: as well in 
what he endured, out of pure love for us, in his paſhon 
and death; as in the inftitution of the euchariſtick ſa- 
erthce and ſacrament, at his laſt ſupper, as an admirable 
legacy of love: in which, and by which, he might not 
be alzways with us, to the end of the world; but might 
alſo unite h mſelf to us, in ſuch a manner, as that we 
Should abide in him, and he in 1 vi: 57. O how 
wonderful are the ways of his divine love! How in- 
Is the riches of his bounty and goodneſs to 
us! What could he give us more, than when he gives 
us himſelf? What could he do more to teſtify his affec- 
tion for us? Is it pofhble, my ſou}, we ſhould ever for- 
get, or be ungratefu}, to ſuch a lover? OY 
Conſider adly, the infinite treaſures, which our Lord 
has bequeathed to us, in the inſtitution of theſe divine 
myſteries: which contain an inexhauſtible ſource of di- 
vine grace; the living bread, the food, the nouriſh- 
ment, the ſtrength, and the life of our fouls; the manna 
of bearen; the tree of life; ſpirit, truth, and life it- 
felf: the remedy of all our evils; the moſt powerful 
medicine for all our diſeaſes; the ſovereign antidote 
againſt the poiſon of the infernal ſerpent ; the comfort 
at our baniſhment; the fupport of our pilgrimage ; the 
price of our ranſom; the earneſt of our eternal ſalva- 
nion; the great ſacrifice and victim of the New Teſta- 
. ment: 
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ments: by means of which we are enabled to give 
worthy praiſe, adoration, and homage, to God; to re- 


turn him acceptable thanks; and to apply daily to our 


ſouls all the fruit of the death and paſſion of the Son of 
God; as well for the remiſhon of all our fins; as for 
the obtaining all good through him, both for time 
and eternity. In a word, he has bequeathed to us, in 
theſe heavenly myſteries, his own ſacred body and blood, 
together with his ſoul and divinity; ſo rich a preſent, 
that heaven can give nothing greater. | 
Conſider gdly, what could be the motive, that in- 
duced our Lord to communicate himſelf, and all his 
treaſures, to us, in this wonderful manner, by the inſti- 
tution of the bleſſed Euchariſt! O my ſoul it was no 
other but his own pure goodneſs and love. It was, 
that by this means he might be always with us ; for his 
delight is to be with the children o men, Prov. viii. 31. 
It was that he might unite us to himſelf, that he might 
abide in us, and we in him. Owho ever heard of ſuch 
love as this! But what didſt thou ſee in me, deareſt 
Lord, that could claim thy love, and ſuch a love? In 
me a poor worm of the earth; and what 1s infinitely 
worſe, a moſt - ungrateful wicked finner; a traitor to 


thee, and to thy Father, and who have ſo often crucified 


thee by my repeated crimes? O ye heavens be aſto- 
niſhed at this prodigy of my Saviour's bounty and love 
for me; and of my wickedneſs and ingratitude, in not 
making him a better return! O my ſoul, let us begin 
now at leaſt to be wholly his : let. nothing hencefor- 
ward be capable of ſeparating us any more from this 
divine lover. 
Conclude to be ever thankful for this unſpeakable 
benefit of the inſtitution of the bleſſed ſacrament, and 
ſacrifice of the altar. Join now with the church, in ce- 
lebrating this octave, with an extraordinary devotion, in 
acknowledgment of thy Saviour's goodneſs and love, 
which he has ſhewn us in theſe myſteries? and make 
the beſt amends thou art able, by thy diligence in this 
devotion, for the many affronts, abuſes and ſacrileges, 
| 1 : | FEM e 
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to which thy Saviour has here expoſed himſelf, for the | 
Jove of thee. 


FRIDAY WITHIN THE OcTAVE or CoRPUus- 
CURISTI. 


On the the myſteries contained in the bleſſed Euchariſt. 
ONSIDER firſt, that all the ſacraments are ſa- 


cred and myſterious ſigns of divine graces, and of 
heavenly truths, which lie concealed under theſe out- 
ward appearances, and, through them, are conveyed to 
our ſouls. But that the bleſſed Eucharif in particular, 
as it is the greateſt of all the ſacraments, contains more 
and greater myſteries than any of the reſt. Here our 
Lord gives himſelf to us in quality of our food: that, as 
fin and death, and all our 3 to us originally, 
by ealing of the forbidden fruit; ſo grace and life, and 
all our good, ſhould come to us, by eating here of the 
fruit of the tree of life, which be has commanded us to 
eat. And he ges himſelf to us, under the form of 
bread, as being a form the moſt expreſſive to us, both of 
his real and his myſtical body. He is the living bread 
which came down from heaven for the life of the world, 
Joht᷑ vi. 51, 52. And his body has all the qualities of 
bread in regard to our ſouls; inaſmuch as it 1s the true 
food and nouriſhment of our ſouls unto life everlaſting. 
Therefore thts form of bxead is the moſt proper to ex- 
preſs to us the true living bread, which it contains; 
namely, the true and rea body of Chriſt; and its quali- 
ties and effects, inbeing the food, nouriſhment, ſtrength, 
and life of our ſouls: and, at the ſame time, is alſo moſt 
proper to expreſs to us, the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
which is his church; and the union of concord and 
charity, by which all its members, like ſo many grains 
of corn, are cloſely united, as it were in one bread, by 
means of the holy communion, according to that of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. x. 17. We being many, are one bread, one 
body, all that partake of one bread. © | 
Confider 2dly, that, in this moſt holy ſacrament and 
ſacrifice, the death and paſlion of the Son of God is al- 
| lo, 
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lo, in a lively manner, repreſented to us, and all the 
myſteries of our redemption are ſolemnly gelebrated: 
inalmuch as, by the ſeparate conſecration of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chriſt, the true 
Lamb of God, who takes away the fins of the world, 
preſents himſelf to his Father upon our altars, under the 
figure of death, that is, under the ſacramental veils, 
which repreſent his body as delivered up, broken and 
{lain for us, and his blood as ſhed for us. So that here 
the whole paſſion and death of Chriſt, is ſolemnly atted, 
as a moſt ſacred tragedy, by himſelf in perſon; here 
that death, which is the aka of all our good, 1s 
ſhewed forth in ſuch manner as not only to be kept up 
in our remembrance, but alſo to live in us, an bring 
forth always in us the fruit of life: here the blood of 
Chriſt moſt powerfully pleads and interceeds for us. 
Here, in fine, not only the paſſion and death, but alſo 
the victorious reſurrection, and triugaphant aſcenſion of 
our crucified king, are ſolemnly commemorated. O 
my ſoul, admire and adore theſè divine myſteries! _ 

Conſider gdly, that the participation of the body and 
blood of Chriſt, under the · ſacramental veils, is no lefs 
my ſteriaus, in the many benefits it inſures to us, with 
relation to our redemption and ſalvation. For here we 
receive an aſſurance of the ſhare we have in our Re- 
deemer, and in the ſacrifice of his croſs- Here we are 


my tically incorporated in him, and are made partakers 


of his ſpirit. Here we are admitted to that blood, which 
is the leal of the new cayenant; importing the remiſſi- 


on of our ſins, and our reconciliation with God, through - 


the death of his Son; together with an admittance to 
all graces and N through him. Here in ſine, we 
have a moſt certain pledge of a happy reſurrection, and 
everlaſting life, = of an eternal enjoyment, 1n our 
bleſſed country, of him who thus loviagly gives himfelf 
to us, in this place of baniſhment. 


Conclude ever to approach, with all reverence and 


love, to theſe myſteries ſo full of majeſty and love. The 
high prieſt, in the old teſtament, was but once a year to 


enter into the inward ſanctuary, called the holy of, Holieg, 
b * ** of wh 
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and then not without divers purifications and ſacrifices, 
and'a ſolemn faſt of all Iſrael: See then, how pure, how 
holy, thou oughteſt to he; who art ſo often admitted, 
by the means of this heavenly ſacrament, into the ſanc- 
tnary of the New Teſtament, that is, to theſe divine 
myſteries, ſanftified by the preſence of Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, the true Holy of holes, of which that Jewiſh 


 fanftuary was but a ſhadow. 


SATURDAY WITHIN THE OcTAVE OF Corevs 
CuRISTI. 


Of the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt in theblefſed Euchariſt 
ONSIDER firſt, that what, above all things, - 


renders theſe divine myſteries venerable to a Chriſ- 
tian; and that which principally calls for his faith and 
devotion, 1s the real preſence of Jeſs Chriſt, true God, 
and true man, and of all that he contains, both as God, 
and as man, in the blefſed Euchariſt. This rea! pre- 
ence we learn from the expreſs words of truth itſelf, fo 
often repeated in the _ Scripture; and from the ex- 
preſs declaration of the church of God, againſt which 
the gates of hel] can never prevail. Upon theſe two 
illars of truth, the word of God, and the church of 
God, the humble and faithful Chriſtian ſecurely reſts. 
Bow thyſelf down then, my ſoul, to adore this ſacred 
truth. Let no proud thought of oppoſition ariſe in thee 
againſt this great myſtery. Captivate thy underſtanding 
to the obedience of faith. Remember that the glory 
and merit of faith is to believe what thou canſt not ſee: 


that the Almighty can do infinitely more than thou canſt 


comprehend: and that no effort of mercy, bounty and 
love, can be too great for him who has died for love. 
Conſider 2dly, how many ways this our Lord, 
who is both our Creator and our Redeemer, commu- 
nicates himſelf to us. He came down from heaven, 
and took our fleſh and blood, in order to make us par- 
takers of his divinity, and to carry us up to keaven. 
He offered up that fleth and blood upon the croſs, as a 
{icrifice for us, to deliver us from fin and hell, and to 
| | purchaſe 
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purchaſe mercy, grace, and falvation for us. And he 
gives us here verily and indeed the ſame fleſh and blood, 
do be our food, comfort, and ſupport, in our pilgrimage, + 
till he brings us, by the virtue of that food, to our true 
country, where he will give himſelf to us, for all eter - 
nity. Thus, in his incarnation and birth, he made him- 
ſelf our companion; in his paſlion and death, the price 
of our ranſom; in the banquet of his laſt ſupper, out 
food and nouriſhment; and, in his heavenly kingdom, 
our eternal reward. O my ſou], what return {hall we 
be able to make him, for giving himſelf ſo many ways 
to us. Alas! dear Lord, we have nothing to give that 
is worthy of thee: we have nothing to give but 
-what is thine already: Butbepleaſed toaccept of all that 
our poverty can afford: and let this whole being of ours 
be for ever dedicated to thy love, as a whole burnt- 
offering, to be always upon thy altar, there burning and 
conſuming with that divine fire, which thou cameſt to 
caſt upon the earth; and which thou fo much deſiredſt 
fhould be enkindled. a 
Conſider dy, what ought to be our ſentiments, in 
coming to theſe divine ' myſteries, in conſequence of 
our faith of the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, our. Lord 
and our God, in this bleſſed ſacrament. O] what re- 
verential awe ought we to bring with us, when we draw 
near to ſo tremendous a Majelty ; in whoſe fight the 
whole creation is a mere nothing? What fear ang 
dread, when we enter into his A who is inki- 
nitely pure and holy ; who ſees all our guilt, and cannot 
endure iniquity? What ſentiments of humility, when 
we reflect what he is, and what we are? What ſorrow 
and contrition for all our paſt treaſons and offences 
againſt his infinite goodneſs? What ſentiments of gra- 
titude for his Firing v8 here his gwn ſelf, in this won- 
derful manner ? at deſires of returniag hin love for 
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love? O! How would a Chriſtian be aſſekted, if he vi- 
ſibly and evidently ſaw his God before him; in his . 
proaching to this bleſſed facrament! A lively faith, 
which apprehends things inne as i they yore oe 
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ſible, would produce the like aſſections. O! give us, 
ſweet Jeſus, this lively faith. 

Conclude ever to admire and adore the, incompre- 
henſible ways by which God is pleaſed to communicate 
himſelf to us. Reſolve to correſpond, in the beſt man- 
ner 2 are able, with the riches of his bounty and 
goodneſs, by approaching to theſe divine myfteries with 
faith, with fear, and with love. 


SUNDAY WITHIN THE Octave or Corres 
CHRISTI. 


On Chriſt's inviting us to this heavenly banquet. 
0 firſt, thoſe words of the parable of 
this day's Goſpel. A certain man made a great /up- 
per, and invited many, Luke xiv. 16. And reflect how 
our Lord has A prepared a great banquet for us, in 
the inſtitu tion of the bleſſed facrament; and has in- 
vited us all to it. O /acred banquet, ſays the church, in 
the 9 uſed Gro this gene, in _ "on 7s 
recerved; the me of has paſſion is kept up; the foul ts 
filled with . 22 ere 75 the Er ry t0 
come A happy banquet, in which we feed upon the 
bread of heaven, and drink at the very ſource of the 
fountain of life. To this heavenly banquet, the Son of 
God invites all the faithful, in the moſt loving manner. 


Come to me, wh he, all you that labour, and are burdened, 
efre 


end I will refreſh you, St. Matt. xi. 28. Ah! Chriſtians, 
we all Iabour, and lie under many and very heavy bur- 


dens, from the fins and miſeries, to which we. are ex- 


poſed, during our mortal pilgrimage: and, in this hea- 
venly banquet, we come to Chriſt, tobe refreſhed, nou- 
riſhed, and ſtrengthened by bim. O ſweet invitation! 
O happy call to the ſource of grace here, and of endleſs 
glory hereafter! 

Conſider 2dly, how much our Lord is offended, by 
all ſuch as refuſe to correſpond to his loving invitation ; 
and to come to his banquet. He has prepared this ban- 
quet, out of pure love, that we may feaſt with him, and 
he with us. He deſires, out of pure love, to impart 


himlelt, 
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himſelf, and all his goods to us: and therefore, juſtly 
reſents bis love being ſlighted by us; and our preferring 
the farm, the oxen, the wife, in a word, the world, and 
the things of the world, before him, and his banquet. 
Chriſtians, if you have any love for Chriſt, ſurely you 
muſt be deſirous of going to him, and entertaining 
| yourſelves with him, in this great banquet of love. 
Low tends to union: and here it is that you are to, he 
in ſo perfect a manner united to him, as to abide in him, 
and live by him. If you have any love for yourſelves, 
and for your own ſouls, you muſt gladly go to this 
banquet, in which you will find all your good, and all 
-_- can make you truly happy, both here and here- 
ter, 
Conſider gdly, that, in ſtaying away from Chriſt, in 
the bleſſed ſacrament, we do not only neglett his invi- 
tation, and flight his love; but alſo break through his 
ordinance, and violate his commandment, The very 
inſtitution of theſe heavenly myſteries, to be the ſup- 
part of our ſpiritual life, for the time of our mortality, 
implies a commandment, for us to approach to them, 
and to make uſe of them. We ſhould be guilty of 
feli-murder, if we ſuffered the body to periſh, by refu- 
fing to take that food, which God has appainted for its 
ſuſtenance: and are we not equally guilty of murdering 
our ſouls, if we ſuffer them to ſtarve, for want of the 
food and ſuſtenance which our Lord has allotted them 
in this life-giving banquet ? Truth itſelf aſſures us, St. 
Joln vi. 54. that, without this heavenly food, we have 
no life in us as then we are moſt ftrifily bound to 
maintain the life of our ſouls, we are moſt ſtrittly bound 
to ule this food of life: and it is no lefs certain death 
to ſtay away from this bleſſed ſacrament, than it is to 
come to it unworthily. 
Conclude my ſoul, to correſpond henceforward with 
the mics, invitation of thy dear Redeemer, by a fre- 
quent and worthy communion. Remember that the 


bleſſed ſacrament is named our daily bread, in that 
vic which our Lord himſelf has taught us. O! 
how happy ſhould we be, if we lived in ſuch purity 
| and 


M 3 
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and holineſs, as to be worthy to be daily admitted, like 
the primitive Chriſtians, to this bread of heaven. O 
let us do our beſt, ſo to live, ſo to behave, in every re- 
ſpedct, that we may at leaſt very often approach to this 


heavenly table, and there feaſt ourſelves with Jeſus 
Chriſt ! 


MonDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE oF CORPUS 
. | CHRISE1. 


On the excellent fruits of this divine banguet. 
| CONSIDER firſt, that, in all the ſacraments, the 


worthy receiver 1s made partaker of divine grace, 
which is conveyed into the ſoul through thoſe heaven 
channels: but the ſacrament of the Euchariſt has this 
advantage, above all the reſt, that it imparts to the 
Poul the very ſouree itſelf, from which all graces flow, 
by giving us Jeſus Chrift himſelf, the author of all 
grace; his own body, his blood, his ſoul, and his divi- 
nity: and therefore, it is the meſt excellent of all the 
ſacraments, and the moſt plentiful in its fruits A- 
mongft which frfius, that which is moſt peculiar to this 
divine ſacrament, is, that it has the like qualities and. 
| ee with regard to the ſoul, as our corporal food 
, with regard to the body; according to that ef 
by he bees " the bread that # 221 hk 1s my 
, for the life of the world; and again, my. fleſi is meut 
2 and = blood 10 drink -N 3 as this 
bread ſupports our ſpiritual life, by the abundance of 
graces, which it furniſhes, for the food and nouriſhment 
of our ſouls: it repairs the daily decays, we are liable 
to, from our natural infirmity and corruption; and 
adds new ſtrength and vigour to carry us on happily in 
our journey towards heaven. This is that bread thut 
Arengthens the heart of man, Pſalm ciii. 15. that gives us 
force againſt all temptations ; that weakens our paſſions, 
and concupiſcences; that enables us to grow daily in 


virtue, =o to run forward in the way of all the divine 
\ - commandments; till we arrive at the mountain of God; 
| | that 
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-that is, at the very top of the perfection of a Chriſtian 
lite. : 
Conſider 2dly, that this heavenly ſacrament not on] 
feeds, nouriſhes, and ſtrengthens the ſoul, in order to- 
the maintaining in us the life of grace here, and the 
bringing us to the life of glory hereafter; but alſo 
tends, in a particular manner, to unite us by a union of 
love, with our ſoverei ood; and to transform us 
into Chriſt himſelf. Yee that eateth my fleſh, ſaith, our 
Lord, John vi. 57, 58. and drinketh my blood, abideth in 
me, and I in him. As the living Father hath ſent me, and 
I live by the Father: ſo he that eateth me, the ſame _ 
ſhall liue by me. The corporal food which we take, by 
the means of our natural heat and digeſtion, is changed 
into our corporal ſubſtance : but this ſpiritual food is 
not changed into us, but, by its heavenly heat, changes 
us into itſelf. Chriſt is he food. of them that are grown 
up, faith St. Auguſtine; grow thou up, and thou ſhalt 
ced on ham : yet thou ſhalt not change him into thyſelf, . 
but thou ſhalt be changed into him. Our Cod is a conſum- 
ing fire, ſays the Apoſtle, Hebr, xii. 29. Fire me 
power of transforming all things into itſelf, by commu- 
nicating its nature and properties to all ſuch things as, it 
lays hold on: how much more ſhall this bright flame, 2 
which communicates itfelf to us by the ſacred myſte- 
ries, ſet our ſouls on fire with divine love, and change 
us into our beloved? SE In 3 
Conſider gdly, that the beſt diſpoſition for this happy 
transformation, and bleſſed union of love; is to ap- 
proach. to this divine ſacrament, with an entire reſigna- 
tion of ourſelves, and of our whole being, into the 
hancls of him, whom we are going to receive. As I 
* willingly offered myſelf to God my Father for thy 
* ſins, ſaith the Beloved, (I. iv. c. 8. Of the following of - 
* Chrijt) with my hands ſtxetched. out upon the croſs, 
and my body naked, ſo that nothing remained in me, 
.* winch was not turned into a Gacrifce, to appeaſe the 
divine wrath: eyen.ſo-mult thou willingly offer thy- 
* ſelf daily to me in the maſs. (and communion): toge- 
ther with all thy powers. and affections, as heartily, as 
: | © thou 
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* thoe art able, for a pure and holy oblation. What 
do I require more of thee, than that thou endeavour 
to reſign thyſelf entirely to me? Whatſoever thou 
giveſt, beſides thyſelf, I ſhall not regard; for I ſeek 
not thy gift, but thyſelf. As it would not ſuffice thee, 
if thou hadſt all things but me; ſo neither can it pleaſe 
me, whatever thou giveſt, as long as thou offereſt not 
thyſelf. Offer thyſelf to me, and give thy whole ſelf 
for God, and thy offering will be accepted. Behold I 
offered my whole ſelf to the Father for thee, and have 
given my whole body and blood for thy food; that I 
might be all thine, and thou mighteſt be always 
mine: but if thou wilt ſtand upon thyſelf, and wilt 
not offer thyſelf freely to my will, thy offering is not 
perfect; nor will there be an entire union between 
us. My ſentence ſtands firm: Except @ man gives up 
alt, he cannot be my diſciple. If therefore thou de- 
ſireſt to be my diſciple, give thyſelf up to me, with all 
thy aſſections. CREE | 
Conclude to give all for all, if thou hopeſt to reliſh 
the fruits of this heavenly ſacrament; that is, to give 
thy whole ſelf, without reſerve, to him that gives his 
whole ſelf to thee. Let this oblation of thyſelf to 
God, ever go before, accompany, and follow thy com- 


Iii! a 2 WB: 3: 2 Bo TH 


munion: there can be no better devotion.” 


TUESDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE oF Corevs 
_ CuRIsT1. * 


On the diſpoſitions we ought to bring to the holy commu- 
3 5 | NOR. 

ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of St. Paul, x Cor. 

Xi. 28. Let a man prove himſelf, that is, let him try, 

and examine himſelf, by re well into tlie ſtate of 

his conſcience, and ſetting all right in his interiour, and 


Jo eat of that bread, &c. left otherwiſe approaching to 


it unworthily, he makes himſelf guz/ty of the body and 
blood of the Lord, v. 27: and receive his own judgment 
and condemnation, not d:/cerning the body of the Lord, 


V. 29. lo that the firſt, and moſt eſlential diſpoſition to a 
; | worthy 
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worthy communion, is purity of conſcience, at leaſt 
from all mortal ſin. Wohoſoever preſumes to approach 
to purity itſelf, in theſe ſacred myſteries, muft be clean 


and pure, Sanda ſanctis. Holy things are for them 


that are holy. God will be ſanctiſied in them that ap- 
proack to him, Levit. x. 3. And will execute juſtice 
and judgment on them, thatdefile and profane his ſanc- 
tuary, by entering in thither, and receiving the H. 


oly 
holes, with a fouf polinted with wilful fin. Good "A 


keep me from being ever ſo miſerable! 

Ce 2dly, how great is the guilt of a commu- 
nion, made dans this diſpofition of parity of con- 
ſcience. It is a moſt grievous ſacrilege, by profaning 
the moſt holy of all the ſacraments. It is a moſt hei- 
nous injury and affront offered to our Lord himſelf in 
perſon, by bringing him into a polluted habitation. 
A ſoul under the guilt of mortal ſin is poſſeſſed by de- 
vils: the unworthy communicant, hives introduces 
the Lord of glory into a den of unclean ſpirits. He 
tmitates the treaſon of Judas, by betraying him, as 
much as lies in him, to his enemies. He lays violent 
hands on our Lord, like the Jews; and, like them, 1s 
guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt. We ſhould 

ave a horrour of the wretch, who, by wilfuF murder, 
had been guilty of innocent blood; though it were but 
of the meaneſt perſon living : what then ought we to 
think of ourſelves, if, by an unworthy communion, we 
"thould be gurlty of the blood of the Son of God him- 
felt ? Would not ſuch a crime as this cry to heaven 
for vengeance? Would it not very much darken the 
underſtanding; and harden the heart? Would it not 
put the ſoul even in the broad road of final impeni- 
tence? It would be, according to the Apoſtle, receiv- 


ing judgment, that is, damnation, to our/elves. Ah! 


what penance, what floods of tears, would be required 
to expiate ſo great a guilt, _ 

Conſider 1 that a ſoul, which approaches to the 
Holy of holies, in theſe ſacred myſteries, ought not to 
content herſelf, with only aiming at being pure from 
Wortal fin; and. for that end, preparing herlelf by 
| .contrition 


- 
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contrition and confeſſion : but ought alſo, as much as 
gs to purify herſelf from all affection to venial 
ins; and all habits of any ſuch fins; which, when fullly 
. deliberate, do a deal of miſchief to the ſoul, and in par- 
ticular, hinder her very much, from being ſenſible of 
the heavenly ſweetneſs, and excellent fruits of this di- 
vine ſacrament. Ah! Chriſtians, could we but ſee 
thoſe ſpots, thoſe ſtains, that leproſy highly offenſive 
to God, which theſe habits of lies of excuſe, of 
_—_ and impatience, of vanity, of curioſity, of in- 
du ging our ſenſuality in eating, drinking, Se. bring 
upon the foul : we ſhould be ſenſible, how unfit they 
make us, for the embraces of this, our heavenly ſpouſe, 
who is beautiful above the ſons of men, Pl. xliv. g. 

Conclude ever to look to the ſtate of thy conſcience, 
and to purify it, from all known and deliberate ſin, 
when ever thou art preparing thy ſoul, for Jeſus Chriſt. ' 
Let thy intention alſo be pure, by — no other 
view, in thy communion, but his glory, and thy ſalva- 
tion: and thy aſſections pure from all inordi nate love of 
creatures; when thou preſenteſt thyfelf, at his table: 
and thou wilt not fail to be a welcome gueſt. 


WEDNESDAY WITHIN THE OcTavs or Corpus 
| CRISTI. 


Of devotion before communion. 

F* ONSIDER firſt, that the ſoul, which deſires to 
prepare a fit lodging for Jeſus Chriſt, whom ſhe 
is to receive in the bleſſed ſacrament, muſt not no 
drive out Satan from her; and rid her inward hou 

. of the dirt and filth of fin; but-muſt alſo procure the 
proper ornaments and ſurniture of virtue and devotion, 
to deck out herſelf, and her lodging; that it may be 
reeable to. the great king, that comes to viſit her, 
work is great, ſaid David, 1 Paralip. xxix. 1+ For 


a houſe is preparing, not for man, but for God: yea ra- 
427 10 — caſe, him, that is both God and man. 
The ground-work of this preparation, muſt be a lively 
faith; and a ſerious conſideration of the work ys are 

about; 


* 
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about; who it is that we are to receive; how great and 
glorious, how pure and holy, Sc? And who we are, 
that are going to receive him; how wretched, and un- 
worthy? This conſideration muſt be accompanied, or 
followed, with earneſt prayer, to beg of his infinite 
Majeſty, that, ſince he knows our great poverty, and 


inability to prepare him a fit lodging; he himſelf . 


would prepare one for himſelf; by ſending before-hand 


thoſe graces and virtues, and that fervour of devotion, 


which may fit our ſouls for him. 

Conſider 2dly, that the devotion, which we ought 
to bring with us to this bleſſed ſacrament, conſiſts, in 
the firſt place, in a moſt profound humility, and awful 
' reverence, for theſe tremendous myſteries, ſanctiſied 
by the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the Lord 
of glory, and the fountain of all fanftity. O! how 
ought we to annihilate ourſelves in the fight of this 
great Lord, and maker, of heaven and earth! How 
ought we to fear and tremble, in conſideration of our 
manifold treaſons againſt him, and our baſe unworthi- 
neſs! With what profound reverence ought we to ap- 
proach to the Holy of holies, who lies here concealed 
under theſe ſacramental veils! But then, leſt this fear 
and reverence, ſhould go fo far, as to drive us away 
from this fountain of life; it muſt be qualified, with 
an humble confidence in the infinite 4 — and mer 
cy of him, who invites us to come; and who is ever 
ready to receive, with open arms, his prodigal children, 
when they leave the huſks of the ſwine, and return to 
him, with a true ſenſe of their unworthineſs, O! 
bleſſed be his holy name for evermore ! 

Conſider gdly, that as nothing but pure love bri 
our Lord to us, in this divine ſacrament; ſo the devo- 
tion he principally expects of us, when we approach 
to him, is a return of love. Which ever way we con- 
ſider theſe ſacred myſteries, we ſhall find that all things 
here call for our love; and indiſpenſably oblige us to 
conſecrate our whole heart, with all its affettzons, to 
this moſt lovely, and moſt loving Lord. His death and 
paſſion, endured for the love of us, which we here 


A 


CONImNC-" 


17 
| 
| 
| 


140 ; Mznpitations%ok 


* 


commemorate; an incomprehenſible myſtery of love, 


* which will aſtoniſn men and Angels to all eternity : 


the wonders he has wrought in this heavenly ſacra- 
ment, that he might make himſelf our food, and unite 
us to himſelf: the ineſtimable treaſures he here im- 
parts to us; the pledge he here gives us of our redemp- 
tion, and of our everlaſting ſalvation; all concur to 
ſhew forth his love for us; and to claim a return of our 
whole heart. O my ſoul, can we ſee ſo much Tove on 
his part; and not be inflamed with a deſire of loving 
him with all our power? Can we remain cold, when 
we approach to ſo great a fire? Remember thou art 
going to thy ſovereign good; to the ſource of all grace, 
to the fountain of life: go then with a hunger and 
thirſt, with an ardent defire, to this great banquet of 
love, where thou art to feed upon thy lover himſelf; 
and he will not fail to fill thee with all that is good. 

Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf always before com- 
mumon, in acts of faith, reverence, and humility ; in 
acts of hope and confidence in thy Saviour; in acts of 
divine love, and in ardent deſires after him, accom- 
panied with a grateful remembrance of the love he has 
ſhewed thee, in dying for thee; and in here giving 
himſelf to thee: and the more thou bringeſt with thee 
of this preparation and devotion, which enlarges as it 
were the veſſel of thy heart, the more plentifully wilt 
thou draw of the waters of divine grace from this foun- 
tain of life. 


Tus DAY THE OCTAVE or CorPus CHRISTI. 


On devotton after communion. 


CO ONSIDER firſt, that, as the ſoul muſt prepare 
herſelf, to go to receive Jeſus Chriſt, by proper 
devotion before communion; ſo ſhe muſt allo take 
care to entertain him in a proper manner, after ſhe 
has received him; and to make good uſe of that fa- 
vourable time, (moſt happy to her above all times, if 
well employed) during which, ſhe has him really pre- 
ſent with her, both in his divine, and human, ye; 
that 


* 
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that is, both as God and man. It would be a groſs af- 
front, after being favoured with a viſit of the King of 
heaven, deſiring to feaſt himſelf with us, and bringing 
all his treaſures with him, to enrich our ſouls; if we 
' ſhould turn our backs immediately upon him, and take 
no farther notice of him. The very meaneſt of our 
friends would have reaſon to reſent ſo coutemptuous 
an uſage; how much more ſo great a Lord? See my 
foul, if the little care thou haſt taken, to manage, to the 
be ſt advantage, thoſe happy minutes in which thou hadſt 
Jeſus Chriſt with thee, by a proper devotion after 
communion, be not the true cauſe why thou haſt 
reaped ſo little fruit from thy repeated communions; 
which otherwiſe might long ſince have made thee a 
Saint. O repent and amend! 

Conſider 2dly, what this deyotion 1s, with which 
we are to entertain our Lord after receiving him. 
Firſt, we are to welcome him, by faith, hope, and love: 
by a lively faith of all luis myſteries; but, in | roy nan 
that we have here really with us, in this bleſſed ſacra- 
ment, him who 1s our Maker, and our Redeemer; in- 
finite in majeſty, and infinite in mercy; and who 
brings with him all the treaſures of heaven to enrich 
us: b a firm hope, that he will now, by this blood of 
the covenant, take full poſſeſſion of our fouls, and make 
them his, both for time, and eternity: by an ardent love, 
aſpiring with all our power and affections to an eternal 
union with our beloved; whom we here receive: I 
have found him whom my ſoul loveth; I will hold 
him faſt, and will never let him go. In the next place, 
we ought to caſt ourſelves down at his feet, and to pa 
him the beſt homage and adoration we are capable of; 
bringing all the powers of our ſoul before him, and 
obliging them all to bow down to him, and worſhip 
him, But as all this ought to be accompanied with a 
lively ſenſe of our unworthineſs and fins; we muſt alſo 
take this opportunity of making an humble confeſſion, 
like Magdalene, of all our treaſons, at his feet, craving 
Ins mercy for what is paſt, and the grace of a changeof 
heart, and life, for the time to come, 
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Conſider gdly, that, after theſe firſt homages, the ſoul 


muſt, for ſome time following her communion, keep 
cloſe to our Lord; and give ſpace for his grace to pe- 
netrate-more and more into her interiour, and to bring 
forth there its proper fruit. For this end, ſhe muſt 
entertain him with praiſe and thankſgiving; inviting 
all heaven and earth, all Angels and Saints, together 
with the whole creation, to join with her in his praiſes ; 
and wiſhing ſhe had the hearts and tongues of all his 
creatures, that ſhe might employ them all in loving and 
gloritying him, in return for all the wonders of his love 
and goodneſs to her. She muſt alſo offer herſelf, and 
all that ſhe has, without reſerve, into his hands; that 
ſhe may be for ever his; and that her whole being may 
be made as a holocauſt, or whole burnt-offering, to 
evaporate to his glory. In fine, ſhe muſt remember that 
ſhe is now before the throne of grace; and that the - 
Lord, whom ſhe has with her, carries about with him 
all the treaſures of divine grace: and therefore, ſhe 
muſt lay before him all her wants, and ſpiritual neceſ- 
ſities; and beg of him, by this opportunity, plentiful 
ſupplies of grace, both for herſelf, and for the whole 
church. | 

Conclude O my ſoul, to entertain thy Saviour in 
this manner, as often as thou ſhalt receive him in the 
divine myſteries. Take care allo to be more than or- 
dinarily recollected, on the whole day following th 
communion; and to keep a great guard upon thyſelf ; 
left the enemy, who knows what a treaſure thou haſt 
received; and is therefore moſt buſy about thee, on 
this occaſion, in hopes of robbing thee of it; ſhould 
fling ſome ſtumbling-block in thy way, to make thee 
fall into ſin, either by paſſion, or concupiſcence, that 
ſo, by this means, he may drive Chriſt away from thee, 
and get poſſeſſion of thy ſoul. 


N. B. That as often as the 22 of Corpus Chriſti 
ſhall fall before the thirteenth w” of the month of 
June; the meditations that ſhall then be wanting Fo 
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this place, are to be taken out of the number of thoſe 
that are marked for the mont of February; whick 
were omitted at that time, to grue place to the medita- 

tions appointed for Lent. | | 


JUNE 14. Of the bl:fſed Euchariſ as it is a ſacrifice. 
GC\ONSIDER firft, that the bleſſed Eucharift is 


not only a /acrament, in which we receive the 
body and blood of Chriſt, for the food and nouriſhment 
of our ſouls; but is alſo a /acrrfice, in which this ſame 
body and blood of Chriſt is offered up to God, in re- 
membrance of his death and paſſion, fr the honour and 
glory of God; in thankſgiving for all his benefits; to 
obtain pardon for all our Bin ; and grace in all our ne- 
ceſſities. Sacrifice is a ſovereign act of religious wor- 
ſhip, due to God alone; -nafriuch as it teſtiſies, by 
the oblation made to him, that he is the ſovereign 
Lord of all things, the maſter of life and death; our 
firſt beginning, and laft end. Now, from the beginning 
of the world, the children of God were accuſtomed to 
offer /acrifices to him: and this was the ſolemn worſhip, 
in which they met together, to join in paying their ho- 
mage, and adoration to him. In the old law, a great 
variety of theſe ſacriſices was preſcribed, of neee, 
ings, of fim-offerings, of peace-offerings, &c. but all theſes 
were but figures, and impertett ſhadows, of the great 
Jacriſice, which was reſerved for the law of grace, and 
which we celebrate in the bleſſed Euchariſt: a facrifice, 
8 the Son of God himſelf is both prieſt, and 
victim. g a | 
Conſider adly, that as the law of Moſes, was to 
pive way to the law of Chriſt, of which it was a 
Pore; and the prieſt-hoed of the ſons of Aaron, was 
2 to him that ic a prieſt for ever, according to the 
order of Melchiſedecl i: ſo all thoſe ancient ſacrifices of 
the old law, which were but figures, and ſhadows, were 
to make way for the new ſacrifice of Chrilt's inſtitu- 
tion; which is no other than that of his own bod 


and blood; not as prefigured, by the fleſh and blood 
N 2 of 
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| 
| of calves or lambs; but as exhibited in truth; once in 
a bloody manner, on the altar df the croſs; daily to 
| the end of the world, in an unblo 
altars, under the forms of bread and wine; agreeable 
to the prieſt-hood, and ſacrifice of Melchiſedech, 
which he offered in bread, and wine; Gen. xiv. 18. 
Hence, in the N Pſalm, ſpoken in the perſon 
of Chriſt, the ſacrifice of his own body is ſubſtituted 
in the place of all thoſe ancient victims, in theſe words. 
1 2 and oblation thou didſi nor defere: but thou i 
TH | fitted a body to me (for ſo St. Paul reads it, Heb. x. 5.) 
SH | Burnt-offering, and-ſin-offering, thou didſt not require: 
SH | then ſaid J, behold I come. And this new ſacrifice of 
| | the Chriſtian church, this clean offering, which ſhould 


manner, on our 


1 be _ in every place, among the Gentiles, is foretold 
1 Malachz i. 11, and there accepted of by the Lord; at 
| the ſame time that he declares he will receive no more 
| of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, v. 10. | 

Conſider gdly, that this great ſacrifice of the Euchariſt 
eſſentially conſiſts in the conſecration or change of the 
bread, and wine, into the body and blood of Chriſt; 
and in the offering up of the ſame body, and blood, to 
God, by the miniſtry of the prieſt, as a'perpetual me- 
morial of the faerifice of the croſs, and a contituation 
of the ſame, to the end of the world. For, by the ſe- 
parate conſecration of the bread, into the body of 
Chriſt, and c# the wine, into his blood, performed by 
the prieſt, in the name and perſon of Chriſt, our great 
high-prieft ; Chriſt Jeſus preſents himſelf to his Father, 
upon our altars, as flain for us; and his blood, as ſhed 
for us; and, under this figure of death, offers up his 
own body and blood, to anſwer all the ends and inten- 
tions, for which we ought to offer ſacrifice to God. 
Not as if there were any inſufficiency in his ſacrifice 
of the croſs; by which he compleatly redeemed us, 
and opened to us the fountain of all mercy, grace, and 
ſalvation : but that we might have, in this euchariſtick 
ſacrifice a ſtanding memorial of our redemption; a daily 
means of applying the fruit of it to our ſouls; a daily 
communion one with another, by joining together in 


| 
| 
[ 
11 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 145 


the ſolemn worſhip of ſacrifice; as the children of 
God had always done, from the beginning; and a 
daily means of uniting ourſelves, in theſe myſtenes, 
with our high-prieſt, and victim, Chriſt Jeſus: and of 
coming to God, with him, and through him. | 

- Conclude to frequent daily this great means of ſal- 
vation, which our Lord has prepared for us, in the 
euchariſtick ſacrifice : admire and adore the wonders 
of the power and- goodneſs of God, manifeſted to us 
therein, and reſolve to correſpond with them by faith, 
hope, and love. 


JUNE 15. On the excellence of the euchariſlick ſacrifice. 
(CONSIDER Girl, that the excellence and dignity 


of a ſacrifice, is to be eſtimated by the excellence 

and dignity of the victim, that is offered; of the prieſt, 
that makes the offering; and of the ends, for which the 
oblation-is made. Now all theſe things concur to re- 
commend, in the higheſt degree, the ſacrifice of the 
bleſſed Euchariſt; which, in ſubſtance, is the ſame with 
that which the Son of God offered upon. the croſs, be- 
caufe both the victim is the ſame, and the chief prieſt 
is the ſame: and both the one and the other anſwer the 
fame ends, though in a different manner. See then, 
my ſoul, and admire the excellence of this great ſacri- 
fice, which is offered on our altars: a Bonikce in 
which the whole paſſion and death of Jeſus Chriſt is 
ſolemnly acted by himſelf in perſon; in ſuch manner 
as to be himſelf both the prieſt and the victim; the ſa- 
erificer and the ſacrifice. Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, 
was the great high-prieſt of God and men, who ſo- 
lemnly offered his own body and blood upon the croſs, 
a ſacrifice to God for all mankind : his body and blood 
was the victim, by which we were redeemed, And 
this ſame great high-prieſt of God and men, officiates 
alſo in perſon, in the ſacrifice of the altar; and there 
offers up the ſame victim of his body and blood to his 
heavenly Father, in our behalf. O can any thing be 
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more divine than ſuch a ſacrifice, in which a God is 
the prieſt, and a God the victim 
Conſider 2dly, the noble ends and intentions, for 
which this ſacrifice is daily offered, by the Son of 
God, in perſon, upon our altars: where he preſents 
himſelf, attended by his heavenly hoſt, as the high- 
pre of heaven and earth; and ſolemnly offers his 
ody, as delivered up, broken and ſlain; and his blood 
as poured out. Firſt, as a ſacrifice of ſovereign adora- 
tion and homage, praiſe and glory to God on high; 
infinitely more honoured by this worſhip, which he. 
here receives from his own Son, myſtically dying on 
our altars; than by all the holocauſts, and burnt- 
offerings, of the patriarchs and prophets; and all the 
homage, which all the Saints put together, either 
have, or ever could, offer to him; although their Whole 
being were to evaporate to his glory. Secondly he 
offers up his body and blood, as a ſacrifice of a 
general thank/gring; of moſt ſweet odour in the 
ſight of God, for all his graces, bleſſings, and com- 
munications of his goodneſs, to any of his creatures; 
for our creation, preſervation, redemption, &c. for 
his own great glory; for the whole church of heaven 
and earth: and for all that he has done in favour of 
Chriſt (the great head of the church of heaven and 
earth) according to his human nature. Thirdly, he 
offers his body and blood, together with his whole 
paſſionand death, as a ſacrifice of a general propitia- 
tion, for the fins of the living, and the dead, in favour 
of whom he repreſents » to eternal Father, the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant. And fourthly, he 
offers the, ſame body and blood, as a ſacrifice of a 
eneral /upplication for his whole family; that is, for 
Pig whole church, and for all its paſtors, and people; 
that all graces and bleſſings may be derived to their 
ſouls, from the fountains of their Saviour. O infinite 
goodneſs! What treaſures haſt thou opened for us, in 
theſe divine myſteries! 
Conſider gdly, that, as often as we go to cele- 
brate, or aſſiſt at theſe ſacred myſterics, it may be 
125 proper 
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proper to repreſent to ourſelves, that we are called 
upon, as by a royal proclamation from heaven, to 
be ſanctiſied, and to come along with our great 
high - prieſt, 8 Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
with his whole church of heaven and earth; and 
to join in a moſt ſolemn ſacrifice, that js going 
to be offered to God, for all the great ends above- 
mentioned, Yes, Chriſtians: for it is a moft cer- 
tain truth, that, in this divine ſacrifice, we preſent 
ourſelves at the altar of God, before the throne of 
his mercy, with Jeſus Chriſt his Son at our head; 
and in the ſociety of his whole family, the whole 
eople of God, wherever they are; (for this ſacri- 
e is offered 1 Jeſus Chriſt in the name of them all) 
and that, by the hands of this our high-prieſt, and, 
with the concurrence of his whole church, we here 
offer up to God the moſt acceptable victim that can be 
preſented to his divine majeſty; the moſt agreeable 
adoration and thankſgiving, that can be offered; the 
moſt powerful atonement tor fm; and the moſt ef- 
fectual means for obtaining all graces and bleffings; 


by offering up the paſſion and death of the Son of 
God 


Conclude to approach always to theſe moſt ſacred 
and ſublime myſteries, with the moſt profound vene- 
ration, lively faith, and ardent devotion; and even 
to join your intention, according to all theſe four ends, 
with the principal offerer Jeſus Chriſt, and with his 

whole church. 1 | 


JUNE 16. On the bleſſed Euchariſt, as it is a ſacrifice 


of adgration and pruiſe. 


incumbent upon man, as a rational creature, 
made by God, and for God, to preſent his homage 
of adoration, praiſe, and. glory, to his Maker. For 
_ 4his reaſon, the children of .God, from the beginning, 
_ vLered up ſacrifices to the Deity : for this reaſon, Ly | 


E ONSIDER firſt, the iudiſpenſable obligation 
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inſtituted holocauſts, or whole burnt - offerings, in 
which the whole victim was conſumed by fire, eva- 
porating on God's altar, in teſtimony of his being the 
ſovereign Lord of all: for this reaſon, the pſalms were 
compelſed by divine inſpiration; and appointed to be 
ſung, accompanied with muſical inftruments, to the praiſe 
and glory of God; and to accompany. the ſacrifices, 
offered in the temple of God. Such was the zeal of 
theſe ancient ſervants of God, for paying him the 
beſt homage, they were able, of adoration and praiſe: 
and ſuch ought to be, at all times, the ſincere diſpoſition 
of all that believe in God, as to be willing to adore, 
and praiſe, worfhip and ſerve, this their firſt begin- 
ning, and laſt end, with all their power; and to con- 
ſerrate their whole being to his glory. See, my ſoul, 
if this be thy diſpoſition, | | 
- Conſider 2dly, how little is all that man can offer, 
of his own —1 even though his whole being were to 
evaporate to the glory of God; when compared with 
the infinite majeſty of God, and the homage and ado- 
ration, which he deferves. If the whole creation could 
be made one holocauſt, or burnt - offering, for the 
glory of God; alas! It would be all no more in the 
eyes of ſo great a king, than as if a grain of chaff 
were to be burnt in honour of ſome earthly monarch. 
Becauſe there is no proportien between that which is 
finite, and that which is infinite: and therefore the 
whole · creation, compared to God, is leſs than one 
grain of chaff, compared with an earthly monarch, or 
even With the whole creation. How mean then is all 
that man can offer of his own, or of any other crea- 
ture's, and how unworthy and inſufficient to be made 
a ſacrifice of adoration and praiſe to the divine Ma- 
zeſty? See then, <1 ſoul, how greatly we are obliged 
to the Son of God, who, by the inſtitution of the 
bleſſed Euchariſt, has furniſhed us with a ſacrifice of 
adoration, homage, praiſe, and glory, worthy of God; 
as being of an infinite value, by reaſon of the infinite 


dignity: both of the prieſt, and victim. 


Conſider 
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Conſider gdly, how our Lord, expiring and dying 
upon the croſs, in obedience to his Father's will, 
offered himſelf in ſacrifice in ſuch manner, that 
his death was not only in the nature of a fin- 
offering, or a ſacrifice of propitiation for the fins 
of the world; but alſo in the nature of a burn. 
offering, (in which the whole victim is given to 
God without reſerve) or a ſacrifice of adoration, 
homage, praiſe, and glory. As then, in the bleſſed 
Euchariſt, Chriſt himſelf. in perſon celebrates, his 
own death, and offers up the ſame ſacrifice, in ſub- 
ſtance, with that which he. offered expiring upon 
the croſs; ſo we have here the ſame adoration, ho- 
mage, praiſe, and glory, offered by Chriſt, as God's 
* eld and our high-prieſt, to his eternal 
Father: and this ſacrifice of adoration, homage, praiſe, 
and glory, he has made over to us: fo that we are 
enabled, by joining with him 1n theſe ſacred myſteries, 
to offer up daily to our God, a homage, and adordtion, 
of infinite value. | | 

Conclude with admiration: of the infinite power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of God, manifeſted to us in 
the inſtitution of this divine facrifice, by means of 
which a victim of infinite value is daily offered, and 
will be daily offered, to the end of the world, upon 
a million of altars, by a pus of infinite dignity,. to | 
give infinite honour, and glory, to his divine Ma- 
jeſty; and to be, at the ſame time, an inexhauſtible 
ſource of all good to us. O! let us daily and. houzly 
Join our adoration and praiſe, with that which is, in 
every place, offered by our high-prieſt, in theſe divine 
myſteries; and it will not Pal of being acceptable 
through him. | | 


Jong 
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JUNE 17. Oz the bleſſed Euchariſt, as it is a ſacrifice of 
thankſgrung. 


61 firſt, that we are alſo indiſpenſably 
obliged to return due thanks to God, for all his 
bounties, | "tiny and mercies to us; and that, as theſe 
are boundſeſs and infinite, he has a right to call for a re- 
turn of all the gratitude and love we are capable of; 
and that nothing leſs than an infinite thankſgiving, can 
be equivalent to the debt we owe him. But O! how 
little is all that our ſtore can afford; towards diſcharging 
ſo immenſe a debt? If we ſhould even offer him our 
whole being; and this could be a return for the great 
benefit of our creation, by which he has given us this 
being; what ſhould we have left to give him? Or 
what return ſhould we be able to make him, for our 
redemption, fox our preſervation, for our vocation, and 
for ſo many others his benefits; and above all for that 
eternal free love of his for us, which is the ſource of 
all theſe benefits? See then how good our God has 
been, in furniſhing us, by the means of the euchariſtick 
ſacrifice, with a ſtanding fund to enable us to diſcharge 
this infinite debt, and to render him a thankſgiving 
worthy of him. 2 | 

Conſider 2dly, that, as all the thank/-offerings of the 
law of nature, and of the law of Moles, fell infinitely 
ſhort of anſwering, in a proper and ſufficient manner, 
the obligation incumbent on mankind, of returning 
due thanks to God; the Son of God himſelf became 
man, to make himſelf our prieſt and victim: and, in that 
quality, to offer up in our behalf 'a worthy ſacrifice of 
thankſgiving, no leſs infinite, by reaſon of the dignity 
of his perſon, than thoſe favours and mercies were, 


for which he makes this return of thanks. This ſa- 


crifice of thankſ, iving he offered once upon the crols, 
and now offers daily in the Euchariſt, upon a million 
of altars, throughout the world: and, in this offering 
de expects that his whole family of heaven and — 
| ou 


EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 151 


fhould join with him; that, with him, and through 
him, they may make a daily return of worthy thanks, 
for all God's bleſſings, beſtowed upon both, him, and 
them. See, my ſoul, thou be never wanting in this 


duty. : 8 
Confer gdly, what this thankſgiving is, that we 
are to offer up daily to God, in the ſacrifice of the 
bleſſed Euchariſt; a ſacrifice which takes its very name 
from thankjotving. 1. We are to return thanks to God 
for his own great glory, manifeſted in all his works. 
2. We are to thank him 1n particular, for the great 
work of our redemption. g. We are to offer up to 
him this ſacrifice, in thankſgiving for the incarnation 
and birth of his Son; and for all the bleſſings beſtowed 
upon him, according to his human nature, for his doc- 
trine and iferacles; for his paſhon and death; for his 
reſurrection and aſcenſion; and for all that power, 
which is given him in heaven and earth. 4. We are 
likewiſe to offer up this ſacrifice, in thankſgiving for 
ourſelves, and for the whole church, triumphant, mili- 
tant, and patient; and for all that mercy, grace, and 
ſalvation, which has, at any time, been derived upon 
any man from the fovereign ſource of all good, 
through Jeſus Chrift. See Chriſtians, how much we 
all, in general, have to thank God for; beſides the 
ſpecial favours, for which each one in particular ſtands 
indebted to the divine bounty. But infinite thanks be 
to his infinite goodneſs, who has provided for us this 
ſacrifice of infinite value, in which we may daily 
preſent ourſelves before him, in the company of je- 
ſus Chriſt his Son, and make him a ſuitable and ac- 
ceptable offering, through him, for all his favohrs. | 
Conclude to unite daily thy intentions with thoſe, 
with which Jeſus Chriſt daily offers this ſacrifice, upon 
all the altars throughout his church : the thankſgiving 


_— by him, and nothing leſs will be equal to thy 
ebt. : v a | 3 
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JuxE 18. On the bleſſid Euchariſt, as it is a ſacrifice 


of froputation. 


| G8 firſt, that the ſacrifice of the body and 


C4 blood of Chriſt is alſo a fin-ofering ; or a ſacrifice 
of propitiation, for obtaining mercy and pardon for our 
fins. The debt, man contracted to the divine juſtice by 
ſin, was infinite; and nothing that any one pure man 
or even all mankind put together, could do, or ſuffer, 
for the expiation of fin, could bear any kind of propor- 
tion with that debt, or go any part of«he way towards 
the cancelling it: much leb could "the blood of 
oxen, or of goats, uſed in the ancient /in-offertngs of the 
law, have any virtue in them to waſh away ſin. There- 
fore did the Son of God take a body and blood for us, 
to ſubſtitute this new victim in the place of thoſe old 
ones, P/alm xxxix. This body and blood he offered 
in ſacrifice upon the croſs, for the fins of all mankind: 
with this he paid our ranſom, and compleatly redeemed 
us: this ſame he has bequeathed to us in the ſacrament 
and in the ſacrifice of the blefſed Euchariſt; in which, 
as our prieſt and victim, he daily appears before his 
Father in our behalf; and repreſents his paſſion and 
death to him, to obtain the forgivneſs of our fins. Thus 
the ſacrifice of the Euchariſt is truly propitiutory, in 
virtue of that blood of the New Teſtament, the fruit of 
whichit applies to our ſouls. | 

Conſider, adly, what an advantage it is to our ſouls, 
to have here daily celebrated amongſt, us, this propibia- 
tory ſacrifice, in which the Lamb that taketh away the 
ſins of the world, preſents to his eternal Father, upon 
our altars, under the myſtical veils that repreſent his 
death, his body, as Pate am and ſlain for us, and his 
blood as ſhed for our fins: and, with this body and 
blood, interceeds to obtain mercy and pardon tor us. 
What ſinner can deſpair of the forgivneſs of his fins 
(if like the prodigal child, he deſires to return home to 
his true father) when he ſees here before him, bleedin 
as it were upon the altar, the victim, by whoſe blood all 

our 
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our ſins were cancelled? When he ſees the great high 
prieſt of God and man, offering a ſacrifice tor the re- 
miſſion of his ſins? O let us go therefore with confidence 
to this throne of grace : that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace in feaſonable aid, Heb. iv. 16. | 

Confider g1lv, my ſoul, how mnch occaſion thou haſt 
for this facrince of propitiation. Alas, how great is the 
debt thou owelt to divine juſtice, for thy numberleſs 
ſins! Necount to thyſelf, O ſinner, in the preſence of thy 
God, all thy years in the bitterneſs of thy ſoul, Ia. xxxviu. 
15. See how very early thou didſt incur the dreadful 

uilt of mortal fin; by turning away ſrom God, to 
Ro vanity, and thereby breaking through thy baptiſ- 
mal engagements; profaning God's temple within thee ; 
affronting the Spirit of God; andtreading under foot the 
blood of the Son of God! Reflect how much thy ſins 
have been multiplied, after ſo bad a beginning, eve 
day, from that time to this very hour. Ah! What ſhale 
thou offer to thy Lord that is worthy ; Wherewth ſhalt 
thou hneel before the high Cod? Mich. vi. 6. Neither ho- 
locauſts nor thouſands of rams; nor yet thy own blood, 
can expiate thy guilt, The blood of Chriſt alone can 
do it: and with this thou kneeleſt beforethe Moſt High, 
when thou aſhſteft at the ſacrifice of the altar; where 
this blood is applied to thy ſoul. Neither is it appli- 
cable to thy ſoul alone; but the inexhauſtible treaſures 
of mercy, which are laid open in, theſe ſacred myſteries 
give us a confidence to join all here in a body, with our 
grew advocate and high prieſt at our head, and to plead 

or metcy, through this ſame blood, for our brethren al- 
ſo, both living and dead; that we may obtain for them 
all, the remiſſion of their ſins, and the diſcharge of all 
the debt of puniſhment due to their fins. 

Conclude to embrace this great means of obtaining 
mercy and grace, by aſſiſting daily, if it lays in thy pow- 
er, at this propitiatory ſacrifice, with a contrite and 
humble heart; and making, on this occaſion, a con- 
feſſion of all thy fins, at the feet of Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
here both prieſt and victim: if thou art diligent in this 
Vol. II. „ practice 
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practice, the blood of Chriſt will infallibly obtain for 
thee the remiſſion of thy ins, | 


Jong 19, On the 2 Euchariſt, as it is a ſacrifice 
| of prayer and ſupplication. 


C ONSIDER firſt, that the bleſſed Euchariſt, inaſ- 
much as it is a ſacrifice, does not only, in a moſt 
3 manner, anſwer the deſigns and intentions of the 
urnt-offering c. thankſ-offering and fin-offerings, of the 
law, by being offered up for the adoration and praiſe of 
the Deity, in thankſgiving for all his benefits, and for 
the remiſſion of all our fins; but alſo, with infinite ad- 
vantage, anſwers the ends of the peace-offerings of the 
ancients; by being offered up for obtaining all graces 
and bleſſings from God, through the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt. No one tan come to the Father, but by him, St. 
Jolin xvi. 6. Here we approach to God both by him, 
and with him too; both as our prieſt, and as our victim. 
J you aft the Father any thing in my name, ſaith he, St. 
Jol xvi. 23, he will give it you. O how wholeſome 
then muſt this ſacrifice of /upplication be to all Chriſtian 
people, in which we not only aſk in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, but come with his ſacred blood, before the throne 
of ace; and in which, he himſelf in perſon pleads for 
us 


Conſider gdly, how many and great our neceſſities are, 
both in pu as { and in particular; and how great the 
miſeries, we. are liable to; that you may ſet a greater va- 
lue upon this never-failing ſource of all bleſſings, which 
the divine bounty has opened to us, in the ſacrifice of 
the Euchariſt. Alas! Of ourſelves we can do nothing: 
we can neither believe, hope, love, nor * nor 
make ſo much as any one ſtep towards our juſtification, 
or ſalvation, without the help of heaven: we are en- 
compaſſed on all fides with dreadful dangers, that threa- 
ten us with the worft of evils, both for time and eter- 
nity, Ah! how true it is, that we are indeed wretched, 
and miſcralle, and poor, and blind, and naked! Apoc. 


Hle 
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fii. 17. But, in this ſacrifice, our Lord has provided us 
with an inexhauſtible fund of grace; ſupplied, without 
ever decaying, out of the fountains of our Saviour, Iſai. 
xii. g. in order to anſwer all our neceſſities, to heal all 
our infirmities, to guard us againſt all dangers, and to 
redreſs all our miſeries. O bleſſed be his infinite good- 
neſs! O my ſoul, whatſoever by wants are, here the 
are to be ſupplied; run here to Jeſus Chriſt, thy prie! 
and ſacrifice; and with him, and through him, to his 
Father: and he will give thee all good, and himſelf in- 
to the bargain. | 

Conſider gdly, that, in this ſacrifice of ſupplication and 
prayer, we are not limited, or confined in our addreſſes, 
as if we were to aſk, and to receive, for ourſelves alone: 
but, as we have here upon the altar, the victim flain for 
the general redemption of the whole world; and as the 
high prieſt of God and man here appears before his 
heavenly Father, in behalf of all mankind; we are au- 
thoriſed to put up our petitions with him, and through 
him, for the general neceſſities of the whole church of 
God, and of all mankind: that the holy name of God 
may be ſanQlified by all; that his kingdom of grace 

may be propagated 3 all nations, and through all 
hearts; that his will may be done by all, and in all 
things; that his church may be exalted by the ſanctity 
of her prelates and paſtors, and propagated throughout 
the world; that all infidels, heretics, and ſinners, may 
be converted; that all errors and abuſes may be cor- 
. refted; that we may be preſerved from wars, plagues, 
famines, earthquakes, ind all other evils; and that, be- 
ing delivered from the hands of our enemies, we may ſerve 
God, without fear, in holine/s and juſtice before ham, all 
our days, St. Luke i. 74, 75. All this, withallothergraces 
and bleſſings, we are encouraged to aſk with confidence 
for the whole world, in this ſacrifice, where Chriſt is 
both victim and prieſt, 2 | 
. Conclude to manage always, to the beſt advantage, 
_ that favourable time, when thou art aſſiſting at the la- 
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erifice of the altar: for it is then thon art near. the 
fountain's head, from whence all our good muſt flow. 


JUNE 20. On the devotion, with which we are to aſſiſt at 
the ſacrifice of the altar. | 
* 


Sp SIDER firſt, that, "theſe heavenly myſteries, 
which we celebrate in the facrifice of the altar, 
and the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
whom we believe to be truly there, both as prieſt, and 
victim; require that we ſhould aſſiſt thereat, with all 
poſſible devotion : but eſpecially with a lively faith; 
a moſt profound reverence; and a heart inflamed with 
love for that lamb of God, who there offers himſetf 
in ſacrifice for us. The ſervants of God have ſome- 
times ſeen Angels aſſiſting round the altar, and ador- 
ing their Lord : open thou thy eyes, my ſoul, as often 
as thou art preſent at the ſacred myſteries, to con- 
template, with a lively faith, this Ladd of Angels upon 
our altars, accompanied with theſe heavenly Spirits; 
and ſee thou — him there, with that awful reve- 
rence, and tender affeftion, which his infinite Majeſty, 
and his infinite love for thee, require at thy — 4 
Reflect on that profound reſpect, with which the people 
of God, in ancient times, reverenced the fanctuary, in 
which the ark of the covenant was depoſited; ſo that 
no one but the high-prieſt, and he but once a year, was 
allowed to enter within the veil. O how much more 
my oughteſt thou to reverence this true ſanc- 
tuary of God, and the Lord himfelf of the covenant, 
preſent in our tremendous myſteries! 
_* Conſider 2dly, that as this ſacrifice has an eſpecial 
relation to the paſſion and death of the Son of God, 
in ſuch manner as to be, in effect, the ſame ſacrifice, 
the ſame victim, and the ſame prieſt; ſo the devotion 
with which we are to aſſiſt at the altar, ſhould have a 
particular relation to the ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Our Saviour himfelf here officiates in perſon, and atts 
as in a ſacred tragedy, his whole paſſion and death: _ 
| | : ought 
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ought then to accompany him in this action, with 
ſuitable affection and devotion. Had we been pre- 
ſent, with a true belief in him, when he was offeri 
upon the croſs the ſacrifice of our redemption, wit 
what fentiments of love and gratitude, with what 
deep ſenſe of ſorrow and repentance for our ſins, 
with what fervour of devotion, ſhould we have waited 
upon him there; meditatin upon his infinite good- 
nels and love for us, — * in his paſſion; and on 
the heinous enormity of our fins, which could not be 
expiated but with his facred blood? With the like ſen- 
timents of devotion, ought we to aſſiſt at this folemn 
memorial, and repreſentation, of his paſlion, in the 
euchariſtick ſacrifice. | 

Conſider gdly, that, as often as we aſſiſt at this ſa- 
_ erifice, we are not only to commemorate, by medita- 
tion, the paſſion and death of the Son of God; but 
alſo to take along with us, as it were, to God the Fa- 
ther, his Son ſlain for us, and his precious blood ſhed 
for us. And this in ſuch manner -as to offer up our- 
ſelves alſo to him, with the whole church, which is the 
myſtical body of his Son, by his hands; and jn union 
with the offering which he, who is our head, there 
makes of himſelf. We are alſo, at the ſame time, to 
oin our intentions with his; as he is our chief prieſt, 
and 1 offerer; and with thoſe of the whole 
peop e of God; according to the four great ends of 
lacnifice; going, as it were in a body, with Chriſt 
Jeſus at our head: and, with him, we are to offer 
adoration, praiſe, and thankſgiving, to God; and to 
pray, and beg mercy, through him, both for ourſelves, 
and for all the world. Thus the whole chnrch of 
God daily joins herſelf with Chriſt Jeſus her head, 
both as the offerer, and the offering in theſe divine 


myſteries. 
thy beſt, to 


Conclude with a reſolution of doing 
aſſiſt daily at this great ſacrifice, with a ſuitable devo. 
tion. Go thither in the ſame ſpirit, as if thou wert 
| going to mount Calvary, to contemplate there thy 
. -O 3 divine 
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divine Redeemer, offering himſelf a bleeding ſacrifice 
for the ſins of the world. And ſee thou remember to 
Join 1 offering of thyſelf by his hands, with the of- 
fering he there makes of himſelf; and thy intentions, 
with his intentions. | | 


JUNE 21. On @ ſpiritual.communion. | 
C ONSIDER firſt, that, next to the conſecration, 


in which conſiſts the very eſſence of the ſacrifice 
of the altar; inaſmuch as the body and blood of 
Chriſt are thereby exhibited, and preſented to God, 
for all the four ends of ſacrifice; the principal part is 
the communion. Now, as all the aſſiſtants ought 0 
Join with the prieſt, in offering up, by his hands, and 
by the hands of the inviſible higli-prieſt Chriſt Jeſus, 
this moſt holy ſacrifice, for all thoſe great ends; fo 


it were to be wiſhed, that all would join with him, in 


the communion alſo: at leaſt by making a /þ:ritual 
communion, as often as they hear maſs. This /p:r4- 
tual communion, when mold with proper devotion, 
brings Jeſus Chriſt to our ſouls in ſpirit, ſo that, 
though we do not receive verily and indeed, his bod 

and blood, we partake plentifully of his heavenly 
2 and unite ourſelves in ſpirit to him, who is the 
ountain of all grace. O let us continually aſpire after 


this union of grace and love! 


Conſider adly, that, in order to make this ſpiritual 
communion with fruit, we muſt be in the ſtate of 
grace: Jolkn Chriſt will not unite himſelf to a ſoul, 
in which Satan dwells, - Then we muſt invite our 
Lord into our inward houſe, ». By a lively faith of 
his real preſence on our altars; of what he is; of what 


be has done, and ſuffered for the love of us; and 


what thoſe treaſures are, which he carries about with 
him, in this ſacrament, and which he deſires to impart 
to us. 2. By an ard:nt deſtre, in the way of hunger 
and thirſt, after this life-giving food. g. By a profound 


Aamilicy in the acknowledgment of our great unwor- 


chineſs 
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thineſs to reeeive him ſacramentally; and bewailing 
our manifold ſins in his preſence. And -Jaſtly, by 
enflamed affetons of love, offering our whole ſelves · 
10 lun, and preſſing him to come, and take full poſ- 
ſeſſion of our ſouls, for time and eternity. Such devo- 
tion as this will not fail to bring him to us, and en- 
gage him to open his heavenly treaſures in our fa- 
vour. | 
Conſider gdly, that a ſpiritual communion may be 
made, with fruit to the ſoul, not only as often as we 
aſſiſt at the ſacrifice of the altar; but alſo at any 
other hour we pleaſe, either of the day or night: 
and this, by ſighing after Jeſus Chriſt; by inviting him 
into our ſouls; by offering our whole fouls to him; 
by embracing him and loving him, with all our 
ower. For he loves all them that love him; he 
15 quickly found by all that ſeek him; and gives him- 
ſelf to all that give themſelves to him. O happy 
exchange! Give then thyſelf, my ſoul, at all times, 
to this thy true lover, to this thy ſovereign and infinite 
good; and he will communicate himſelf to thee. 
This kind of communion is not tied to time, or place; 
but will bring thy God to thee, whenever thou pleaſeſt: 
and what canſt thou receive, or defire, either greater 
or better? | 
Conclude to make a ſpiritual communion, every 
day of thy life; and even to repeat it often in the 
day: the oftener the better. This frequent repetition 
of acts of faith, love, and deſire, will unite thee to thy 
ſovereign good; fo that he will live in thee, and thou 


in lum. 


* . ' * 
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JuxE 22. On the ſacrament of penance. 


68 firſt, the infinite goodneſs of God, 
| who, not content with inſtituting in our favour 
the ſacrament of baptiſin; for the forgiveneſs of all 
foregoing fins, to give a new birth to our ſouls, and 
to make us his children; the facrament of confirma- 
tion, to give us the Holy Ghoſt in our ſouls, to make 
us ſtrong and perfect Chriſtians, and ſoldiers of Chriſt 
and the ſacrament of the bleſſed Euchar:/?, to feed, 
and nouriſh, our ſouls, to everlaſting life, with the 
body and blood of Chrift: has alfo conſidered our 
frailty and miſery, (by which we are ſo unhappily li- 
able to loſe the grace of our baptiſm, and to Af away 
from him by ſin,) in the inſtitution of the ſacrament 
of penance, for the forgiveneſs of the fins we tall into 
after baptiſm; as a plank, by which we may ſtill 
eſcape to the happy ſhore of eternal life, after. having 
by mortal ſin, fuflered ſhipwreck, and loſt the treaſures 
of baptiſmal grace, and innocence. Embrace, O my 
foul, this infinite goodneſs of thy God : adore, praiſe, 
and give thanks, to thy Saviour, for this his merciful 
inſtitution. Alas! what muſt have become of thee, 
after ſo many fins, if he had not ordained for thee, 
this wholeſome bath, of eafy acceſs, to waſh away, 
with his own moſt precious blood, thoſe ſtains of 
thine, which ted muſt have been the eternal fuel 
of hell's mercileſs flames ? 4 
Conſider adly, what this ſacrament of penance 1s, 
and of what extenſive virtue and efficacy: we have 
the account of the inſtitution of it, St. John xx. 21, 
22, 29. Where he, to whom all power zs given, in 
heaven, and earth, was pleaſed to impart one branch of 
this power to his Apoſtles, and their Jawful ſucceſſors 
in the miniſtry, in theſe words. As the Father hath 
. fent me, I alſo fend you — Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt: 
_ whoſe 2 ou ſhall forgive, they are forgiv-n them: 
| { whoſe 2 you ſhall retain, t are retained. This 
; | abſ{olution 
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abſolution of penitent ſinners, we call the 23 
of penance. And a /acrament it is: becauſe it is an 
outward ſign of inward grace, even of the grace of the 
remiſſion of our ſins; by virtue o the inſtitution of 
Jeſus Chriſt, aſcertained in the ample commiſhon above 
rehearſed. A commiſſion that comes to the church 
ſtampt with the broad ſeal of heaven, from him that 
has in his hands the whole power of heaven: a com- 
miſſion that is not reſtrained, as to time or place; nor 
makes exception of any fin whatſoever ; provided the 
ſinner applies, with proper diſpoſitions, to the power 
of the bes granted by Chriſt to his church. St. Matt. 
Xvi. O]! how rich art thou O Lord in mercy! O 
how true it is that thy tender mercies to us, are over all 
thy works! The Angels committed but one fin, and 
that in thought only; and they were caſt off, and con- 
demned .for ever; without being allowed either time, 
or grace, to repent, or any means of forgiveneſs, or 
reconciliation: We fin again and again; and thou haſt 
ſtill a mercy in ſtore for us, in this 3 of recon- 
ciliation. O may all heaven, and earth, give glory to 
thee, for ever, for the wonders of thy goodneſs, and 

thy love for us! 2 
Conſider gdly, that the ſacrament of penance, be- 
fides the abſolutton, given by the miniſter of Chriſt, in 
his name, and by his authority ; requires alſo, on the 
part of the ſinner, contr:tzon, confeſhon, and fattsfac- 
tion; at leaſt, in deſire: the abſolution pronounced 
by the prieſt, will have no effect, it will only ſerve 
to the ſinner's greater condemnation, without thoſe 
three neceſſary ingredients of this ſacrament. Contri- 
tion is a hearty forrow for having offended ſo good 
a God; with a full determination, 55 the help of his 
grace, not to be guilty of the like for the future. 
-onfeſſton is a full and ſincere accuſation of ourſelves, 
as to the kind and number of our fins, to the paſtors 
of the church, who have received from Chriſt the 
charge of our ſouls. Satigfaclion is a faithful perfor- 
mance of the penance, enjoined by them for our fins. 
| hriſtians 


162 MceDtiTATIONS rox 


Chriſtians, ſee upon what articles, you are to be ad- 
mitted to a reconciliation with your Father, after 
you have gone away from him by fin. You muſt re- 
nounce, by ſincere contrition, the huſks of ſwine, 
which you have unhappily preferred before him: You 
muſt humble — A by a ſincere and ſorrowful 
confeſſion to his vice-gerents, of your paſt errors and 
diſloyalties: And you muſt offer yourſelves to make all 
the /atts/afton that lies in your power: And then he 
will receive you with open arms; as he did the prodi- 
gal ſon, St. Luke xv. | 

Conclude to ſet a great value upon this ſacred inſti- 
tution; and to have a ſpeedy recourſe to it, whenever 
you find you have fallen into fin. But ſee it be with 
due diſpoſitions. 


| JuNE 2g. On the confeſſion of our fins. 
O ONSIDER firſt, that God always expected 


A from finners an humble conleſhon of their fins. 
This he preſcribed in the old law, Numb. v. 6, 7. 
When a man, or woman, ſhall commit any fin that men 


commit, to do a treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and that 
fer/on be guilty, then they LEP 1 their fin which 
they have done, &c. is he ordained in the new 
law, by the very inſtitution of the ſacrament of 
penance; which neceſſarily includes, or preſuppoſes, 
confeſſion. This was ſignified by the ordinance of 
the law, Zzvit. xiii, and xiv; preſcribing, that ſuch 
as were infected with the leproſy, which was a figure 
of fin, ſhould ſhew themſelves to the prieſts, and be 
under their inſpection, and direction. This was 
raftiſed by the people that came to St. John the 
ptiſt, St. Matt. 111.6.: and by the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, diſciples of the Apoſtles, A&s xix. 18, and St. 
James v. 16. This was always inſiſted upon in the 
church of God. And ſurely nothing could be mare 
- juſt, than that the ſinner ſhould ſubmit to this little 
humiliation, as ſpwe {mall atonement for the * 
« | all 
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04d. 

Conſider zdly, the many advantages, the ſou] re- 
ceives from the catholick practice of humbly confeſ- 
ſing our ſins to the miniſters of Chriſt, whom he has 
tied up by all laws to a perpetual and indifpenſable 
ſecrecy. It procures us proper medicines, and pre- 
ſcriptions, for all our fpiritual maladies, which we here 
lay open to the phyſician of the ſoul: it furniſhes us 
with counſel in our doubts, comfort in our ſorrows, 
and remedies againſt temptations: it gives preſent 
eaſe to the wounded conſcience: it rectiſies our 
errors; enlightens our 1gnorance; reſtrains our pal. 
ſions: It gives new ſtrength of reſolution, and cou- 
rage to do better for the time to come: and, what 
is one of its greateſt advantages, it humbles the 
| ſoul, and teaches us to know, and to deſpiſe our- 
ourſelves. O what bleſſings are entailed upon this 
ſacred inſtitution of confeſſion! O how much do theſe 
out-balance the momentary confuſion, that may ac- 
company the declaration of our fins. 

Conſider gdly, that the principal advantage of an 
humble and forrowful confeſſion of our fins is, that 
it is the means of divine appointment, for obtaining 
the abſolution and remiſhon of all our tranfgreſſions; 
and re-inftating us in God's favour and grace; and 
this by victue of the commiſhon given by Jeſus Chriſt 
to his miniſters; with a ſolemn aſſeveration, that 
whatſoever they ſhould bind upon earth, ſhould be bound 
alſo in heaven; and that whatſoever they ſhould looje 
upon earth, ſhould be looſed alſo in heaven, St. Matt. 


xviii. 18. O! how happy would that criminal ac- 


count himſelf, who ſhould be allowed to eſcape 
the hands of human juſtice, by a forrowful acknow- 
ledgment of all his crimes in ſecret to his judge, or 
to one appointed by his judge! But, how much more 
happy is the penitent Chriſtian, when, by an humble 
confeſſion of all his fins, with a ſincere repentance, 


to the miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, he is aſſured of be- 
| | ing 
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ing delivered, not out of the hands of men, that 
can only kill the body, and then can do no more, but 
out of the hands of the living God, who otherwiſe 
will caſt both body and foul into hell: and not 
only of being delivered out of the hands of 
divine juſtice; but of being received into the arms 
of his loving kindneſs; and made once more a 
friend, and achild of God, and an heir of his eternal 
kingdom. 

Conclude by giving thanks to the divine bounty, 
for having ordained for us this eaſy means of recon- 
ciliation after ſin; and annexed {6 many graces and 
bleſſings to it. But beware of abuſing this molt whole- 
ſome, and ſacred inſtitution, by making it an occaſion 
of ſinning more freely; or by uſing it only as a thing 
of courſe, or as an empty ceremony, without any 
true change of heart. 


JuxE 24. On the nativity of St. John the Bapti}t. 


CONSIDER firſt, how juſt it is, that we ſhould 


ſhew a particular honour and veneration to 
this Saint; of whom our Saviour tells us, St. Mat. 
xi. 18. that there hath not riſen among them that are 
born of women, a greater than John the Baptiſt. He 
was a burning and a ſhining light. St. John v. 95. 
The ſpecial friend of the bridegroom, chap. ili. 29. 
The Angel fent before tus F mah to prepare lis way, 
St. Matt. xi. 10. A frophet, and more than a pro- 
Pliet, v. 9. An Apoltle /ent fo God, for a writ- 
neſs, to give teſlimony of the light, that all men might 
believe through him, St. Fohn i. 6, 7. A martyr, in 
laying down has life for juſtice an.!- truth. An 3 
in retiring from his childhood into the deſart, and 
there conlecrating his days and nights to the exer- 
ciles of devotion and ſelf-denial. A zealous preacher 
of penance, to reclaim ſinners from their evil ways, 
and to prepare them for Chril, A gin, by the 
f perpetual 
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- perpetual purity of his life. See here Chriſtians, 
what we have to honour in this great Saint; what 
we have to embrace and love in him; and what leſſons 
we are to learn from him, | 

' Conſider 2dly, that, in other Saints, the church 
honours the day of their departure out of this 
. tranſitory life; which ſhe celebrates as their b:7th- 

day: becauſe, on that day, they paſs from this dyi 

life here below, to their true life with God above, IY 
are happilf born there, where they ſhall never die. 
But, in. St. John Baptiſt, we honour alſo the day 
of his birth into this mortal life, by reaſon of his 
being ſanctified in his mother's womb, and of the 
wonders which accompanied his birth, which was 
to the world, ſitting till then in darkneſs and in the 
ſhades of death, like the firſt dawning of the new 
day - light, which the Son of God, whoſe forerunner 
he was, was coming to bring amongſt us. Theie- 
fore we rejozce in has natuuity, as the Angel fore- 
told, Luke 1. 14. and glorify the author of all theſe 
wonders, by celebrating, with love and gratitude, 
this birth of St. John, as a prelude of our redemp- 
ton, See, my ſoul, if theſe be thy diſpoſitions on 
this day. 

Conſider gdly, that St. John was a Saint from his 
birth: he always preſerved his innocence, and wholly 
dedicated himſelt, from his very childhood, to the 
love and fervice of his Maker. To this end he re- 
tired, when very young, to the wilderneſs, to fly 
the corruptions and diſtractions of the world: The 
child grew, ſays St. Luke, chap. i. do, and was 
ſtrengthened in ſpirit; and was in the dejarts, until 
te of his manifeſtation to 1/racl. Happy they 
that imitate this early piety of our Saint! Happy 
they that wholly conſecrate themſelves, from their 
tender years, to divine love! O]! how good it is 


for a man, when he hath borne the ſweet yoke of | 


me Lord from hig youth, Lament. iii. 27. O my 
© foul, that we had been fo happy! Let us begin now 
Vor. II. F at 
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at leaſt; and, from this moment, let us dedicate 
ourſelves to be ſervants of divine love, henceforth 
gnd for ever, | 

Conclude, if thou deſireſt to imitate the early 
piety, and innocency, of St. John, to follow him, 
as much as poſſible, into the wilderneſs; by retiring 
at leaſt from the wicked ways of the world; from 
the infected air of the world; from the company 
and converſation of the flaves of the world; from 
the dangerous paſtimes of worldlings: and from all 
the occaſions of fin, ſo common in the world. And 
eſpecially take care to make a private cell for thy. 
ſelf, in thy own interiour: and to keep thyſelf 
there, by inward recollection, in a holy ſolitude 
with thy God. | 


UNE 25. On the lefſons we are to learn from. St. 
J g hornet / | 


(CONSIDER firſt, that the deſign of keeping 

the feſtivals of the Saints, is not only to ho- 
nour God in his Saints, and to give him thanks 
for the grace and glory beſtowed upon them, 
through Jeſus Chriſt; but alſo, to encourage the 
faithful to an imitation of their virtues; in hopes 
of arriving one day at their bleſſed company, by 
walking in their footſteps. If then we deſire to keep 
the feſtival of St. John in a ſuitable manner, we muſt 
endeavour to learn the leſſons he teaches by his great 
example, His whole life in the deſart was one con- 
tinued exerciſe of prayer and mortification : theſe 
are leſſons that all Chriſtians muſt, in ſome meaſure, 
learn, that deſire to come to the eternal ſociety of 
the Saints. If our daily occupations, if human frailty, 
will not allow us to have that continual attention to 
God, which St. John had; at leaft, we muſt frequently 
and fervently aſpire after him, in the midſt of all our 


other employments, and give, every day, a 1 
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and competent time to the holy exerciſe of 5 
If we cannot think of bringing ourſelves to ſuch 
hard diet, cloathing, and lodging, as his was: at leaſt, 
we muſt daily retrench ſuperfluities in eating, drink- 
ing, cloathing, ſleep, and unneceſſary diverſions, we 
muſt mortify our vanity, curioſity, and ſenſuality; 
and learn, on many occaſions, to renounce our own 
will, to give up our own humours, and to contraditt 
our darling inclinations. | 
Conſider 2dly, the humility of St. John, how 
mean an opinion he had of himſelf, how little re- 
gard he had to the eſteem, and applauſe, of the 
world; how he freely and openly profeſſed to the 
people, who had the higheſt opinion of him, that he 
was neither Chriſt, nor Elias, nor a prophet, but only 

a vorce of one crying in the wilderneſs, &c. and un- 
worthy of doing the meaneſt office to him, that was 
to follow him: how glad he was, when he ſaw him- 
ſelf decreaſe in the opinion of the world, and his 

lory eclipſed by the preaching and miracles of Je- 
us Chriſt O bleſſed humility, which alone art ca- 
pable -of making any one great before the Lord! All 
other virtues are grounded on thee: without thee they 
degenerate into vices. Chriſtians, let us ſtudy well 
this moſt important leſſon. 

Conſider gdly, the zeal of St. John, for the glory 
of God, and his conſtancy in maintaining juſtice, 
and truth, without reſpe& of perſons, even to the 
laying down his life in the cauſe. He was not à reed 
ſhaken with the wind: he knew not what it was to 
' flatter worldlings in their evil ways, or to com- 
ply, through human reſpects, with any thing contrary 
to conſcience; he would not call evil — nor good 
cuil. He zealouſly preached to ſinners of all de- 
grees, and conditions, the neceſſity of effectually re- 
nouncing their evil ways; and bringing forth worthy 
fruits of penance; he denounced the heavy judgments 


of God to the impenitent; and encouraged the peni- 
ef 1 his mercy. Chr 2 
2 


iſtians, let 


tent with the pro 
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us attend to theſe leſſons; which the Baptiſt ſo 
ſtrongly inculcated, both by word and work. The 
God whom we worſhip is the ſovereign juſtice and 
the ſovereign truth: If then we would be Chriſtians 
indeed, we ought, like St. John, to be willing to 
lay down our very lives, rather than to offend againſt 
Jaſtice and truth. | 

Conclude to walk in the footſteps of St. John, and 
they will og on to Chriſt, He was ſent to pre- 
pare, the people for him, and to direct them to him; 
attend to his preaching and to his example, and he will 
do this good office for thee. 
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Jung 26. On the 1 we ought to male for 
| Aton. 85 


| CONSIDER firſt, that confeſſion, without due 


diſpoſitions, will only ferve for our greater con- 
demnation : ſo that the great buſineſs of a ſinner, 
that deſires to receive ſuch an abſolution from his 
ſins as may be ratified in heaven, muſt be to procure 
the neceſſary diſpoſitions, by making a due prepara- 


tion for confeſhon. And as theſe diſpoſitions muft 


come from the giver of all good gifts: and the finner 
has removed himſelf to a great diſtance from him, 
amongſt the huſks of ſwine; the firſt part of his pre- 
paration muſt be to begin to turn towards God, with 
a great ſenſe of the miſery of his preſent condition, 
fervent prayer, and deſire. The railing up of a 
ſoul to life, which is dead to God by mortal fin, is, in 
effect, no leſs a miracle of the divine power, than the 
calling Lazarus out of his grave, after he had been 

four days dead and buried: there can be then no 
expectation of ſucceeding in ſo arduous an under- 
taking, without taking him along with us, by earneſt 
prayer, who alone can raiſe the dead. No: my foul, 
the moſt eſſential conditions of a confeſhon are 
a change of heart, and a perfect ſincerity in * 
| 5 | « ation 
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ſation of ourſelves, even of thoſe ſins which we are 
moſt aſhamed of, And who but God can change 
the heart of man; or bring him to overcome his 
ride, by a full confeſſion of his ſhameful ſins? Or 
{9-09 can ſo great a grace as this be procured without 
hearty 1 | 
Conſider 2dly, that another neceſſary part of the 
preparation for confeſſion, is to find out, by a ſerious 
examination, the true ſtate of our interiour. Alas! 
it is one of our greateſt misfortunes not to Know 
ourſelves: and it is much to be. feared, that many 
paſs their whole lives under the guilt of mortal fins 
of pride, envy, hatred,. detrattion, of omiſhons of 
eſſential duties, Sc; which, for want. of a ſerious 
and impartial examination of the true ſtate of their 
conſciences, they neither confeſs, nor repent of, 
nor amend, Hence their confeſſions are null, their 
communions ſacrilegious; they go on, all their life 
time, in their fins; and they die in their fins. O 
my ſoul, ſee this be not thy caſe: ſee thou labour in 
earneſt to know thyſelf: ſee thou examine ſeribuſly 
thy whole interiour; that thou mayeſt be able to 
diſcover, by the light of God, which thou muſt im- 
plore, thoſe lurking evils, which thy buſy ſelf-love, 
or the falſe maxims and practices of deluded worldlings, 
may otherwiſe diſguiſe, under falſe pretences, and 
hide from thy eyes. 3 | 
Conſider gdly, that the principal and moſt ne- 
ceſſary preparation for a good confeſhon, is true 
contrition; that is, a hearty ſorrow and dete ſtation 
of our ſins, by which we have offended ſo good a 
God; with a firm reſolution of a thorough amend- 
ment for the time to come; and of making the beſt 
ſatisfaction we can for our paſt offences. This is 
the moſt eſſential part, both of the virtue, and of 
the ſacrament of penance. This we mult take the 
moſt pains about, when we are to go to confeſ- 
ſion. This we muſt labour to procure by ſerious 
and deep conſiderations, on the moſt, moving truths, 
| P 3 8 and 
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and by repeated and Yervent ayers: and never 
leave off — at the door of. the divine 
mercy, till God is pleaſed to open to us; and 10 
touch our hearts. Alas! none but he can brin 
forth the waters of true compunction out of Weis 
hard rocks. e . 
Conclude to be diligent in every branch of this 
neceſſary preparation, as often as thou pretendeſt to 
make = peace with God, by confeffion: left other- 
wiſe, inſtead of obtaining a diſchargę e, thou encreaſe 
thy debt. 


Jux 27. On motives of repentance. 


ONSIDER firft, the motives we have to repent 
of our fins, from the confideration of the fi1- 
thineſs of that ugly monſter fin, and of its heinous 
enormity in the fight of God. Mortal fin is infinitely 
odious to him, becauſe infinitely oppoſite to his ſo- 
vereign neſs, and to all his divine attributes, 
It is infinitely pernicious to our ſouls; it makes 
them like very devils in the eyes of God. It robs 
us of divine grace, which is the true life of the 
ſoul; and of all our good: it is a poiſon, which, 
in a moment, brings preſent death; and condemns us 
to a ſecond and eternal death. It is an evil ſo black, 
ſo odious, ſo hideous, that hell itfelf has nothing 
worſe. It leaves behind it a curſed ſtain, the per- 
petual fewel of the mercileſs flames of hell; which 
endleſs ages will never be able to efface. Alas! m 
poor ſoul, how wretched then has thy cafe been all 
this while: thou haſt been in fin? How ugly and abo- 
minable haſt thou been in the fight of God and his 
Angels! For the fouleſt creature upon earth 'is a 
beauty in compariſon with a ſoul in uin - Ah couldſt 
thou but ſee thyſelf as thou art, in this wretched ſtate, 


the very fight would firike thee dead! O deteſt _ 
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this abominable monſter, and ſpare no pains td get yd 
of it. 

Conſider 2dly, the woes that are pronouneed in 
Scripture m—_ unrepenting finners, and the 
judgments of God that are perpetually hanging over 
their heads; and threatening them on all ſides, both 
with temporal and eternal evils. Ah: what good can 
they expect, who have made God their enemy, and 
are fighting againſt him! He holds the thread 
of their life in his hands, which they are pro- 
voking him to break; andif he breaks it, in that mo- 
ment they drop into hell. They have made them- 
ſelves flaves of the devil; they are poſſeſſed by him, 
and are at his mercy, who knows not what merc 
is. Death is always following them at the heels; 
and a ſudden, or, at leaſt an unprovided death, is 
commonly the reward of their preſumption. Hell 
below opens wide her jaws, and is gaping to ſwal- 
low them up; and thouſands of them are daily go- 
ing down into that bottomleſs pit, where the worm 
never des, and the fire 1s never e St. Mark 
ix. 43. Ah who can bear everlaſting fire! Who can 
endure to burn for ever! Fly then, my ſoul, from 
fin. Deteſt that evil, which can, and will, without re- 

ntance, condemn thee to hell. : 

Conſider gdly, that fin makes a dreadful ſepara- 
tion between the ſou] and God; which is begun 
here, and extends to all eternity hereafter. You are 
not my people, ſays he, Oſce 1.9. and I will not be 
yours. * Alas! the loſs of God, which begins from 
mortal fin, is the very worſt of all the ingredients of 
hell. Sin is a rebelhon againſt this Sovereign Good: 
a blaſphemous preference of Satan before him: a 
lacrilegious attempt to rob him of his glory, and to 
diveſt him of his kingdom, It is murdering both 
the Son of God, and our own ſouls. "The folly and 
madneſs of it, as well as the monſtrous prefumption 
and treaſon, is. infinite. O —— then does 
chat evil deſerve to be deteſted, which robs us of an 
infmite 


* To you a Cod: or your God. 
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infinite good, which otherwiſe would have been ours 
for all eternity; and brings us nothing in exchange, 
but endleſs and infinite evils. 

Conclude to labour, with all thy power, to drive a- 
way {in from thy ſoul by penance : and God will re- 
turn to thee, and be thine for ever. ; 


Juxx 28. Other motives of contrition, 


CONSIDER firſt, the monſtrous ingratitude that 
is found in ſin. God is our firſt beginning, and 
our laſt end: he has given us our whole being, out 
of 3 love, having no need at all of us; he has 
made us, and made us for himſelf; he has thought 
on us from all eternity; he has loved us from all eter- 
nity; and has prepared for us a happy eternity in the 
enjoyment of himſelf. In the mean time he is ever 
loading us with his benefits; his eye is always upon 
us; he preſerves us from innumerable evils; all his 
other works are appointed to ſerve us; his very An- 
els, by his orders, wait upon us: his own Son came 
— from heaven to redeem us. O reflect, my 
ſoul, on the particular obligations thou haſt to his 
divine goodneſs! How he preſerved thee in thy mo- 
ther's womb, and brought thee ſafe to the.waters of 
baptiſm : where he Take thee from ſin, made thee 
his child, and heir to his kingdom: how he gave 
thee an early knowledge of himſelf, and of. his hea- 
venly truths; how he favoured thee with many graces, 
and opportunities of good, beyond thouſands; how 
often he, has admitted thee to his ſacraments; how 
he has borne with thy repeated provocations and trea- 
ſons, for ſo many years; and, notwithſtanding all th 
unworthineſs and ingratitude, has been ſtill thy con- 
ſtant benefactor. Alas! how many are now Gs 
and burning, in hell, for the like fins thou haſt ſo 
often committed; and how mercifully has he, all an 
AE 0 7 While 
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* while, dealt with thee! O deteft then this finful life 
thou haſt hitherto led, and all ny paſt ingratitudes ; 
and, now at leaſt, with thy whole heart: return to thy 
GS | | 

Conſider 2dly, my foul, what thy ſins have coft 
thy dear Redeemer, the innocent Lamb of God. 
His whole life was a continual ſuffering; but what 
dreadiul torments did he endure for thee, in his pal- 
fron and death! Call over in thy mind the particulars 
of his ſufferings, (which we have ſeen elſewhere) 
from his y and bloody ſweat, even to his expiri 
upon the croſs; and learn, from that multitude an 
variety of torments, willingly endured for thy fins, 
how much he abhors ſin, and how much he loves 
thee. For he had thee in his heart all this while; 
and for thee he was weeping, and praying, bleeding, 
and dying: to teach thee to return love for love, 
and to deteſt thy ſins, which have crucified thy God. 
See then what motives thou haſt for contrition, 
from the remembrance of the paſſion of thy Sa- 
Viour | 

Conſider qdly, the innumerable motives we have 
to love God, and conſequently, to deteſt our fins, 
as infinitely oppoſite to his divine goodneſs. He 
is infinitely good in himſelf, infinitely beautiful 
and charming; the overflowing ocean of all good- 
neſs and beauty, raviſhing all that are fo happy 
as to Tee him, ſo that they can never ceaſe to love 
him. His mercy, his bounty, his wiſdom, his truth, 
is infinitely charming: all perfections are infinite 
in him. No tongue can expreſs, no heart can con- 
ceive, the incomprehenſible greatneſs and -multitude 
of his attractions. All created beauty and perfeftion 
quite diſappears, and dwindles away to 1 nothing. 
when compared with him. He is infinitely good to ws * 
the happineſs of heaven conſiſts in ſeeing, loving, and 
enjoying him. All our good is from him, and in him: 
he is our ſovereign and univerſal good; the being of 
our being, the lite and the light ot our fouls, Hew 

our 
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dur Maker, our Redeemer, our Father, our Friend, our 
Spouſe, our God, and our All. To love him is our 
greateſt konour, our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt plea- 
Jure; it is the ſource of all our happineſs, both here 
and hereafter. All theſe reaſons oblige us to love God: 
all theſe motives ſtrongly call upon us to deteſt, and 
to repent of our fins; — by them, we have of- 
fended ſo good a God. | 2 
Conclude, if thou wouldſt ſecure to thy ſoul 
the remiſſion of thy fins, to ſeek it by a repentance 
and contrition enlivened by love. Remember what 
our Lord ſaid of = glorious penitent, St. Luke 
vii. 47. Many fins are forgiven her, becauſe ſhe hath 
loved much. Go thou, in like manner, to the feet of 
thy Saviour, with penitential tears, proceeding from 
2 and he will pronounce the like ſentence in thy 
avour. 


Jux E 29. On St. PETER and St. PAUL. 


ONSIDER fiſt, the wonders of God in 
theſe two glorious Saints: reflect what they 
were, before their being called by Jeſus Chriſt; how 
admirably they were afterwards exalted by divine 
grace; and how perfectly they correſponded with di- 
vine grace, by their zeal, and by their labours; by 
> 05 and by their death. The Wiſdom of God 
came down from heaven, to build a houſe, to found a 
city, to eſtabliſh a kingdom, here upon earth, which 
ſhould be ever victorious over all the powers of hell; 
and ſhould: ſubſiſt, till time itſelf ſhould end. 
ſee what choice he has made of men to be his princi- 
pal inſtruments in this great work. See, in the per- 
on of St. Peter, a poor, weak, illiterate fiſherman, 
made the maſter-builder, under Chriſt, of this houſe 
and temple, and, at the ſame time, the ſtrong rock 
and foundation of it: ſee him raiſed to be the firſt 
governor of this city; the prime miniſter of this 
15 I kingdom 
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kingdom 'of God upon earth, St. Matt. xvi. 18, 19, 
and St. John xxi. 15, Kc. O! how true it is, 
that God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, 
that he may confound the wiſe: and the weak things of 
the world, that he may confound the flirong :——and 
tlie things that are contemptible, and things that are 

not, ——that no fleſh ſhould glory in has fork, 1 Cor. 
i. 27, &. O divine wiſdom, how incomprehen- 
ſible are thy ways; and how much exalted above 
the ways of men! O how do theſe thy deal- 
ings with us confound the proud, and comfort the 
humble! h 

Conſider 2dly, in the perſon of St. Paul, another 
ſtill more admirable inſtance of the power of di- 
vine grace, and of the incomprehenſible wiſdom of 
the ways of God. An ignorant fiſherman, as St, 
Peter was, ſeems indeed, no ways qualified to be a 
preacher and teacher of Jews and Gentiles, a founder 
of churches, an Apoſtle, and prince of the Apoſtles : 
but then he was humble and ſimple; and ſuch God 
uſually chuſes for the greateſt things. But as for St. 
Paul, he was not only not qualified to be a preacher 
of the Goſpel, but poſitively diſqualified, by diſpo- 
ſitions directly contrary to the humility and ſimpli- 
city of the Goſpel, He was a proud blaſphemous 
Phariſee, a fiery zealot, a bloody perſecutor, a ra- 
venous wolf, ſcattering, and deſtroying, the ſheep 
of Chriſt. And yet he is made, in a moment, by 
a miracle of grace, a veſſel of election, to carry 
the name of Chriſt before nations and kings, and 
the children of Iſrael: he is changed, in an inſtant, 
from a wolf into a lamb: he puts off at once the 
Phariſee, the blaſphemer, the perſecutor; he lays 
down his own will at the feet of Chriſt: and has 
now no other paſſion but that of employing his 
whole life in propagating the name, the will, and 
the kingdom, of his God. O! here is a change of 
the right hand of the Moſt High! Here the wonders 
of God's power, wiſdom, and goodnefs, ſhine _ 
| muc 
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much more brightly, than even in the raiſing the 
dead to life. Pc” a 


Conſider gdly, the lives of theſe two great Saints, 
after their call and election; their ardent zeal for 
the glory of their Lord; their unwearied labours in 
| preaching, and prapagating his kingdom; their 
conſtancy in a long courſe of ſufferings; dying, in 
. a manner, daily, for the cauſe of God; iy above 
| all things, that divine love and charity which con- 
f _  ninually burnt in their breaſts; which animated all 
| their words and actions; ſupported them in all their 
labours and ſufferings; kept them always in their 
interiour united to their God; and was daily grow- 
| ſtronger - and ftronger in them, till it made 
them victorious over death, and brought them to 
| true life, in the eternal enjoyment of the great object 
3 of their love. _ 3 Gai 
| Conchude to give iſe an to 
for all the 8 — Furl, gn theſe 
two princes and pillars of his church. Study te 
learn the great leflons they taught, both by word 
and work. But eſpecially learn of them the 
1 of divine love: nothing elſe can make us 
_ ; | 


: Juxx 30. On fincerity in confeſſion. 


| CANONSIDER firſt, the neceſſity of being fin. 
2 A cere in the confeſſion of our fins, if we hope 
| for the forgiveneſs of them. All hypocriſy, and 
5 double - dealing, in matters of this conſequence, is 
| abominable in the fight of God. The prophet pro- 
1 nounces à curſe againſt them that do the — of 
Cod decaitfully, Jerem. xlviii. 10. And ſurely they 
. muſt be guilty, in the higheſt degree, of doing the 

- work of God deceitfully, that go to confeffion with 

fraud and deceit; jr while they qutwardly pro- 
c 

. | pride 
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e of their hentt, and diſyilife, by lies, the Fipe | 
2 Site conſcience. - - Aniinins N yhira were 
tit of God, for 2 | 
ac 


dead, by a viſible ' jud 
lie to the Holy Gho As'v. And ate not all 
as are inſincere in che confeſſi on of their ſins, 
iy, in like manner, of telling a lie to the Hoh) 
oft, whilſt they ſeek to impoſe upon the minifler 
5 God, in mo 9 e N and 2 eg, 
ey are o of a grievous facrile 
Sen as they Feceive 2dfolutioh in this ca Y 
_ 1 the facramęnt of penance; which 
is commonly 'followed | * another 
ene by their making chemſelbes alſo guilty 12 
and blood of Chriſt, by an utiworthy com- 
rok co and thereby receiving anination to thein- 5 
felves. Good God, preferve us from ſo heinous and 
fo dreadful an evil? - 
Conſider adhy, the diſmal confehuences of ſuſſer- 
ing one's ſelf to be impoſed upon in ſuch manner, 
by the father of lies, as to conceal any matter of 


moment in confeſſion, either through ſhame, _ . - 


fear, or pride of heart. Alas! to 'avoid a SY «5, 
; cg confuſion, which would be immediate 

ed with the recovery of God's — with 
peace of conſcience, comfort, and joy, What a bot- 
tomleſs pit of dreadful and end}: evils does the 
foul caſt herfelf headlong into! What 2 
Aiffculties, pains, and perplexities! For Ihe has no 
ſooner ielded herfelf 'up to the old 8 
this criminal concealment, but this dumb % 
takes ſuch” poſſeſſion of her, as to make 3 75 
hend the confeſſion of ber uilt, more than auler f 


death or hell. Hence me goes on, 12 Ga 6: £ 
ſin, ſacrilege to facritege ; bitchered all the while 
dy her: * conſcien awed With a remorle,. 


which the ſeeks in vain 6 ifle; and carry ing a about 
with her a- painful impoſtume 1 cart, .W 

never ſuffers her to be eaſy. Wludes herſelf 
Ver. II. Q indeed, 
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indeed, with vain purpoſes of confeſſing ſome time 


or other hereafter; but, in the mean time, her dif- 
ficulties encreaſe, the devil daily acquires more and 
more power over her, and the grace of God is re- 
moved ſtill farther and farther from her; till, at length, 
mercy abuſed gives place to juſtice, and, when ſhe 


leaſt expects it, ſhe is cut off in her fins; and carries 


down with her the guilt of chem all, to be confeſſed, 
too too late in hell. „„ 
Conſider gag, how little. reaſon there is for a pe- 
nitent to be ſo much aſhamed. of the confeſhon of 
his fins. Sin, indeed, iu ſhameful; but the confeſ- 
Kon of one's fins is not ſo, No: the humble con- 
feſfion of a ſinner gives glory to God; is honou- 
Table to the penitent himſelf; and affords joy to 
the whole court of beaveh. And, as to the con- 
*feffor, befides that he is tied up by all laws to an 
eternal ſecrecy, and can make no manner of uſe of 
the knowledge he receives by confeſſion, that can 
my ways be diſagreeable to the penitent; he is fo 
far, even in his own mind, from deſpiſing, or 
thinking worſe, of the prodigal child, returning 
Home by confeſſion, or having leſs regard or affec- 
nen for his penitent on that occaſion; that, on the 
* contrary, as he more clearly ſees the hand of God, 
in the tity and fincerity of the confeſſion, he 
-. rejoices in this happy change, he likes the penitent 
better than before, ' and conceives greater hopes of 
him for «be future; and, thinking no more of what 
is paſt, he has a more tender d chan ever to a 
ſoul that has thus un herſelf to him. In 
the mean time, the penitent finds himſelf, in a man- 
ner, in Paradiſe, by the cc fort and joy that he 
feels in having diſcharged his conſcience of .its 
Toad, and let out the impoſtume that would not ſuffer 
him to be eaſy. Sos 
Conclude to beware of the tricks of the father 
of lies, who hates nothing ſo much as an humble 
: abs 5 „ 
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confeſſion, and therefore makes uſe of innumerable 
attifices to induce Chriſtians to paſs over, or dif 
guiſe, at leaſt, their ſins, in the facrament of pe- 
nance. Ah, how many thouſands of ſouls has he 
deluded by theſe artifices, and drawn down into the 
bottomleſs pit! Alas! how eaſy it is for ons to 
be deceived on theſe occaſions, who, in effect, have 
a mind to be deceived; and are willing, at any 
rate, to form to themſelves a falſe conſcience, by 
ſome pretext or other, to ſpare themſelves the ſhame of 
confeſſing their ſins. See, my ſoul, this never be thy 
caſe: and therefore, whenſoever thou findeſt a re- 
„ to confeſs any part of thy guilt, and a wil- 
ingneſs to find ſome reaſon to diſpenſe with thyſelt; 
wy to confeſs 2 that which thou findeſt 

repugnance. to declare, for fear of thy being im- 
poſed upon by pride or ſelf- love. 1 — * 
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